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Bronson businesses hope for better days

Signs reading “Thank You For 
Your Business During Construc-
tion” line the windows of the shops 
on Bronson Avenue. 

Due to sewer, water main and 
road reconstruction, no traffic has 
been able to pass down the road be-
tween Catherine Street and Somer-
set West. 

The street has been closed since 
the end of March and construction 
is expected to last until mid-Decem-
ber. 

Though the area is closed to ve-
hicles, Bronson Avenue’s businesses 

are still open for customers who are 
able to walk to their destinations. 
The road closure has made life com-
plicated and has had consequences 
for all the stores in this neighbour-
hood. 

Revenue is down for all the busi-
nesses, many owners citing losses 
of between 30 and 90 percent. Most 
owners believe that this is because 
their clientele come from outside 
the area and have nowhere to park 
their cars. 

The City has not allotted any 
designated parking for these stores 
and, if people park on side streets for 
too long, they get ticketed. Walking 
to the stores, especially for elderly 

customers, is extremely difficult.
Owners believe that it will be 

difficult to rebuild their clientele 
base after the construction is fin-
ished. Silvia, the owner of Maxim 
Hair Design, stated that she does not 
believe her clientele will return af-
ter the construction. She went on to 
say that it has taken too long and she 
worries that her regulars have al-
ready found more convenient places 
to receive the same services.

Many owners expressed frustra-
tion at the fact that the City is not 
attempting to support their busi-
nesses. The City is doing nothing 
to compensate them for their losses. 
“We get zero compensation, yet 

we’re not getting the same income 
and we’re paying the same taxes,” 
said Jessica, the manager at Halifax 
Donair and Pizza. “It’s really un-
fair.”

Looking forward, many owners 
are in agreement that the construc-
tion will ultimately be worth it. 
Most stated that the road was dan-
gerous before and that the problem 
could get a whole lot worse if the 
work does not happen now.

People should not forget all that 
Bronson Avenue has to offer. For 
the time being, it is not easy to reach 
these shops. However, they are still 
welcoming and open for business.

Bronson Avenue remains closed from Somerset to Catherine Streets. Many businesses have been feeling the pinch as the continued 
construction lowers their sales, although some still feel the repairs are ultimately necessary.

REBECCA FERGUSON

Kathryn hunt / The BUZZ

Municipal property assessment: Centretown property values jump 

The Municipal Property Assess-
ment Corporation (a not-for-profit, 
public sector corporation of the 
Province of Ontario) recently issued 
assessments on the value of homes 
in Ottawa. This is an assessment 
which takes place every four years, 
the last one being in 2008. 

The property value is assumed to 
be what a homeowner would have 
gotten for a property if he or she had 

sold it in January of 2012. 
Values in the central areas of Ot-

tawa have risen substantially more 
than in other parts of the city, in 
Somerset and Kitchissippi wards in 
particular. 

If a property’s value has gone 
down, the related change in prop-
erty taxes will be effective in 2013. 
However, increased taxes arising 
from a raised property value will be 
phased in over the next four years. 
For example, a property that was as-

sessed at $300,000 in 2008, and is 
now assessed at $360,000, will have 
the $60,000 increase applied gradu-
ally, in $15,000 increments, over the 
next four years, starting in 2013. 

This is particularly important to 
residents in Ottawa’s urban core, 
where property values have gone up 
by as much as 8.5 percent over the 
city average. 

The City of Ottawa does not get 
any increased revenue as a result of 
property assessments. If the budget 

were to remain the same while prop-
erty values go up, the tax rate would 
be adjusted down, so the City would 
collect the same amount of money. 
Increased property values also do 
not correspond to increased munici-
pal and education taxes.

Requests for reconsideration 
of an assessment can be filed with 
MPAC until April 1, 2013.

The City’s Revenue Branch is 
available to answer tax-related ques-
tions, at 613-580-2444.

KATHRYN HUNT

Remembrance Day photos, page 6
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Next Issue

The next issue of The BUZZ will be published  
December 14. Contact the managing editor  

for submission deadlines.

Letters to the editor
Thanks are due to a great 
local business

After frequenting  Roma 
Confectionery at Balsam and 
Rochester for a few years, 
I found out that this corner 
store does much more than 
sell or try to make a profit 
when it comes to their neigh-
bourhood. 

I have seen the Nasrellah 
family help out seniors in the 
nearby area. I have seen their 
grown children help a senior 
home with their groceries.  
I’ve seen them deliver, for 
free, groceries for those who 
cannot make it outdoors for 
many reasons.  Therefore, I 
believe they should be rec-
ognized for their caring and 
humanity toward their cus-
tomers.

Eli and Ann have lived 
and worked in this store for 
25 years, living above the 
store and raising their chil-
dren, as well as assisting 
their neighbours. 

Now, I think it’s time 
we, as a community,  thank 
them in a small way, to let 
them know we are grateful 
to them for what they do and 
the difference they make to 
so many.

A great big “thank you” 
to the Nasrellah family.  We 
appreciate you!

From all your neighbours 
and seniors,

 
Joanne D. Samson
Gladstone Ave.

Youth volunteerism builds 
informed global citizens 
and contributes to sustain-
able development 

In mid-October, we at 
Canada World Youth cele-
brated the talent, determina-
tion and social engagement 
of four impressive young 
leaders during our annual 
Leadership Awards, at cer-
emonies held in three Cana-
dian cities. 

We received nearly 60 
nominations this year, from 
19 countries. All of these 
young people are leading 
important initiatives that 
support positive, sustainable 
change in their communities 
– some under very challeng-
ing circumstances.

Our two Canadian lau-
reates, both from Montreal, 
are addressing, through their 
urban-rural Farm Exchange 
project, the need for more lo-
cal, sustainable food sources 
for urban populations. 

Another laureate, from 
Benin, West Africa, co-
founded a network of 
journalists which, through 
lobbying and awareness 
campaigns, has contributed 
to an increase from 50 to 65 
percent in the population’s 
access to clean water and 
adequate sanitation in just a 
few short years. 

Our final laureate, from 
Nepal, founded a school 
that educates 250 children, 
all victims of the 1996-2006 

Nepali Civil War, while pro-
viding useful educational 
services to some 2,000 peo-
ple from surrounding com-
munities.

Youth play a vital and 
unique role in international 
cooperation—not hard to 
imagine when we remem-
ber that over 50 percent of 
the population of developing 
countries are youth. 

In addition to the skill-
building that prepares them 
for real life and for future 
leadership roles, these young 
people contribute to econom-
ic development initiatives, 
while building democracy 
and social justice around the 
world.

The majority of this 
year’s nominees participated 
in a Canada World Youth 
volunteer program, and 
most of our program par-
ticipants—35,000 over the 
past 40 years—go on to fill 
important leadership roles in 
society. 

These young people were 
welcomed into the homes 
and hearts of 11,000 dedi-
cated families, in Canada 
and abroad, who share our 
vision of a world of active, 
engaged global citizens who 
share responsibility for the 
well-being of people and the 
planet. 

Volunteerism today is 
demand-driven, that is, most 
Canadian NGOs work close-
ly with partner organizations 
in developing countries who 

request help to respond to the 
specific needs of their com-
munities. 

CWY works with 25 such 
partners. Most NGOs work 
to build the capacities of 
local professionals and vol-
unteers within those partner 
organizations and their civil 
societies, and most also offer 
south-south volunteer oppor-
tunities. 

Sadly, like most NGOs, 
CWY cannot respond to all 
the requests we receive from 
past, present or potential 
partners, simply due to a lack 
of funding. 

This, despite the fact that 
it has been demonstrated that 
volunteerism can be more ef-
fective and bring more sus-
tainable results than standard 
technical assistance, and vol-
unteerism is almost always 
less expensive.

We should all support 
youth volunteerism, and we 
should salute and support 
youth leaders in all our com-
munities. 

We need to believe in our 
young people, to acknowl-
edge their potential to lead, 
and provide them with the 
help they need to shoulder 
those responsibilities.

Louis Moubarak, APR
President and CEO 
(interim)
Canada World Youth 

by Jennifer McKenzie, 
Kitchissippi and Somerset 
Ward Trustee

Public School Board Faces 
Job Action

I want to bring you up to 
date on the labour relations 
situation at the Ottawa Car-
leton District School Board. 
As you may be aware, the 
collective agreements with 
all of our bargaining units 
expired on August 31, 2012.  
We have been negotiating 
with our unions locally in 
hope of having new agree-
ments in place by December 
31, 2012, consistent with Bill 
115 (already turned down 
centrally by their provincial 
representatives). 

We understand that pro-
vincially the Ontario Sec-
ondary School Teachers 
Federation (OSSTF) has re-
sumed discussions with the 
Ministry of Education.  We 
remain hopeful that this may 
lead to a resolution in the 
near future.

That said, six of our nine 
bargaining units will be in a 
legal strike position effec-
tive November 12.  All six 
of these units belong to OS-
STF.

This means that second-

ary school teachers and oc-
casional teachers were in a 
legal strike position as of 
November 12.  Elementary 
teachers are not in a legal 
strike position and will be 
expected to perform their 
regular duties.  However, 
the bargaining units in a le-
gal strike position include 
support positions at both the 
elementary and secondary 
level.

During periods of labour 
disruption, there is always 
the possibility of full service 
withdrawal.  Although that is 
not expected immediately, it 
would be prudent for parents 
to start thinking about their 
child care arrangements in 
the event that we find our-
selves in a situation where 
schools must close.

Student safety is our first 
priority.  We are committed 
to keeping schools operat-
ing, provided it is safe for 
students.  We are working 
with unions, our principals 
and our administrative staff 
to ensure that we have appro-
priate strategies in place. 

The board is committed 
to keeping you informed.  
School principals will be 
sending letters home.  How-
ever, as situations may 

change rapidly, the most 
up-to-date information will 
be posted to the district web-
site:  www.ocdsb.ca.   Please 
contact me if you have any 
questions.
Cambridge St. and Elgin 

St. Schools may be Part of 
Near West Accommoda-

tion Review
Board staff have been 

studying how to best resolve 
overcrowding at Elmdale 
and Devonshire Commu-
nity Public Schools and have 
identified scenarios in Re-
port 12-202 as presented at 
the November 6 Committee 
of the Whole meeting. One 
of a number of potential op-
tions identified by staff in-
volves Cambridge Street PS 
and Elgin Street PS.  Cam-
bridge Street PS is part of the 
main study group and Elgin 
PS may be called in, on an as 
needed basis. 

The staff reports, consul-
tation plan and timelines for 
the Near West Accommoda-
tion Review are available on 
the OCDSB website.  Near 
West Accommodation Re-
view public meetings will be 
scheduled in due course. Par-
ents and community mem-
bers interested in attending 
should confirm meeting lo-

cation, dates and times on 
the Accommodation/Program 
Review page.
Presentation for Parents: 
Supporting Your Children 

with Math 
This month the OCDSB 

Speakers’ series will focus 
on the teaching of mathemat-
ics and how parents can best 
support their child’s learn-
ing in mathematics at home 
at various grade levels. The 
speaker, Dr. Marian Small, 
a professor of mathematics 
education and former Dean 
of Education at the uni-
versity of New Brunswick, 
has a tremendous wealth of 
knowledge to share. 

Dr. Small has authored 
over 80 publications for 
mathematics teachers and 
students, including guides 
to help teachers work more 
effectively with struggling 
students. She has been an 
author on numerous series of 
math textbooks in Canada, 
the u.S. and elsewhere. She 
will be speaking on Monday, 
November 26, from 7:00 to 
9:00 pm at Sir Robert Bor-
den High School, 131 Green-
bank Rd.

OTTAWA-CARLETON DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD REPORT
Labour relations update, and more
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by Tamsyn Farr, Kelsey 
Klaver and Vicki Lee 
Centretown CHC

In October, Ottawa 
City Council voted, 
in principle, in favour 

of a new casino in Ot-
tawa, launching the On-
tario Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation (OLG)’s bid-
ding process. Council was 
overwhelmingly in favour 
of the motion, with coun-
cil members voting 19-5 to 
allow the process to move 
forward. Next year, OLG 
will present them with a 
proposal.

One of the strongest argu-
ments in support of a new ca-
sino is on economic grounds, 
citing the additional revenue 
that a casino would generate. 
More ways to gamble mean 
more money for the province 
—but at what cost? 

In Ontario, more than 
a third (36%) of gambling 
revenue comes out of the 
pockets of the three percent 
of Ontarians with a moderate 
to severe gambling problem.
For some problem gamblers, 
the impact of their addiction 
can be devastating, leading 
to bankruptcy, divorce, do-
mestic violence, or suicide. 

Dallas Smith, a problem 
gambling counsellor with the 
Lifestyle Enrichment for Se-
nior Adults (LESA) program 
at the Centretown Commu-
nity Health Centre, witness-
es first-hand the struggle of 
problem gamblers. 

“I work with many clients 
who report driving to the ca-
sino, physically feeling sick 
to their stomach, but cannot 
stop themselves,” says Smith. 
“They are playing to escape 
challenges in their lives, with 
the hopes of winning back 
the money they have lost ‘to 
make things better.’” 

Personal costs are not 
only limited to the individu-
al; they affect the community 
as a whole through social and 
economic costs to our social 
service system.

After City Council’s 
vote, the possibility of a 
new casino in downtown 
Ottawa looms over people 
who are concerned about 
problem gambling. undoubt-

edly, community health pro-
ponents such as the LESA 
program will keep a close 
eye on the process, ensuring 
that due attention is paid to 
the health effects associated 
with building a new casino. 
But, if a casino is built, what 
measures can be taken by the 
LESA program, like-minded 
groups, and individuals to en-
sure that health impacts of a 
casino, particularly problem 
gambling, are minimized?

Part of the answer may 
be found in harm reduction. 

Harm reduction, as the 
name implies, generally re-
fers to health interventions 
that are designed to minimize 
the consequences from par-
taking in risky behaviours. 

The harm reduction ap-
proach at Somerset West 
Community Health Centre 
recognizes that there will al-
ways be a percentage of the 
population who will engage 
in higher-risk behaviour; 
therefore, they focus on re-
ducing the harm associated 
with that behaviour—the ad-
verse health, social, and eco-
nomic consequences. 

This is in contrast to ab-
stinence-based approaches, 
which typically have a zero 
tolerance policy for the be-
haviour at hand. Harm reduc-
tion can complement, or be 
an alternative to, abstinence-
based policies and program-
ming.

Harm reduction ap-
proaches can be used for a 
wide range of behaviours, 
from the very controversial 
to the mundane. Insite, the 
contentious supervised in-
jection site in Vancouver, 
which addresses injection 
drug use, is one example of a 
harm reduction intervention. 
But harm reduction is not 
always so controversial. For 
example, offering low-sugar 
snacks to address unhealthy 
eating is also a way to reduce 
harm.

Taking a harm reduction 
approach to gambling is an 
opportunity to genuinely im-
prove as a community. 

Smith explains, “At the 
LESA program, we’re fo-
cused on limiting the harm. 
We’re not in favour of clos-
ing down casinos and we 

don’t require that our clients 
refrain from gambling to use 
our services. But we do sup-
port the idea of limiting ac-
cess!”

Indeed, according to the 
Centre for Addiction and 
Mental Health (CAMH), 
greater access to gambling 
activities, casinos open late 
into the night and certain 
types of gaming, like elec-
tronic gaming machines, 
are linked to higher rates 
of problem gambling at the 
population level. 

At the individual level, 
having an early big win, 
holding mistaken beliefs 
about the odds of winning, 
experiencing financial prob-
lems and having a history 
of other mental health prob-
lems all make gamblers more 
likely to develop an addic-
tion. By reducing the reach 
of these factors, we can limit 
the extent of the harm on 
gamblers, their families, and 
our community.

For Sarah Brown, harm 
reduction worker at the Cen-
tretown Community Health 
Centre, education is at the 
top of her list of measures to 
address problem gambling in 
Ottawa. 

She highlights the impor-
tance of demystifying harm 
reduction in general, noting 
“the biggest misconception 
about harm reduction and 
its practical strategies is that 
it encourages and promotes 
problematic drug and alcohol 
use and problem gambling. 
[…] I’ve been fortunate to 
work with many people who 
have made positive changes 
in their lives as a result of 
having access to holistic, re-
alistic, client-centred care.”

This column is a col-
laboration between the Cen-
tretown and Somerset West 
Community Health Centres 
(CHCs). They provide a full 
range of health and social 
services to individuals and 
families. Through leadership 
and support, they foster the 
active participation of indi-
viduals and groups in a com-
mon effort to build healthier 
communities.

YOUR COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE CENTRES

Reducing the harm of problem gambling
Does someone close to you have a gambling 
addiction?

Signs that may indicate a problem:
•Money or valuables are missing
•RRSPs or insurance plans have been cashed
•The individual seems withdrawn, or appears preoccupied
•The individual neglects family, work, school, or other responsibilities
•The individual disappears for large amounts of time
•The individual spends a lot of time on sports statistics, racing forums, or gambling 
websites
•The individual is secretive, deceptive, or controlling with money or bills
•The individual is increasingly short-tempered, moody, tense, or depressed

(source: Centre for Addictions and Mental Health)

Tips for reducing the consequences of gambling

•Understand your odds.
•Accept your losses, and don’t try to win them back.
•Don’t mix gambling and drinking or drug use.
•Determine how much money you plan to spend ahead of time. Ensure you don’t go 
over this limit.
•Limit your access to money while gambling. Don’t bring a credit card or bank card 
with you. Only gamble with designated money you planned to use ahead of time.
•Take frequent breaks. Eat, stretch, use the washroom, socialize.
•Limit the amount of time you spend gambling.
•Visit the following website for self-help gambling tools: 
http://www.problemgambling.ca/gambling-help/HomePage.aspx

(source: Problem Gambling Institute of Ontario)

Advertise with The BUZZ

View our rate card at centretownbuzz.com  

As low as $28 per month - be seen in Centretown!

10,000 copies printed monthly:
Reach the people in your neighbourhood!

Web advertising also available.
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Admitting to mistakes is vital

I have always had a 
fascination with other 
cultures and the people 

who define them, even sub-
cultures within our own 
society. When I travel, it’s 
the rituals and practices of 
the local people that I en-
joy more than the scenery 
and hotel that I’m in. 

There’s nothing more 
fascinating or privileged to 
me than having an opportu-
nity to watch police culture. 
I am one of a select few who 
hold a ticket—the badge—to 
one of life’s most interesting 
cultures. Every day I do my 
best to blend in, like a ticket 
holder showing up late for a 
show, quiet, trying not to dis-
turb the rest of the audience 
as I stumble to fi nd my seat.

I watch and make note 
of the various songs and 
dances that separate police 
culture from the rest of so-
ciety. Some of the acts I’ve 
observed are simply inspir-
ing, while others are less de-
sirable. But the beauty of life 
has always been the opportu-
nity to become better, a hope 
that motivates us all.

Recently, I attended a 

lecture by Dr. Brian Gold-
man, a highly successful 
emergency physician at To-
ronto’s Mount Sinai Hospital 
for over 20 years. The title of 
his seminar, “Doctors make 
mistakes—Can we talk about 
it?” immediately caught my 
attention.

Over the next 30 minutes, 
I came to the conclusion that 
I was watching a fellow cul-
ture observer. Dr. Goldman 
had identifi ed that Canadian 
doctors hated talking about 
their mistakes, and that the 
medical fi eld will cease to 
evolve unless doctors put 
aside their egos and support 
each other in sharing crucial 
information to stop future 
mistakes from occurring.

That’s when I realized we 
police offi cers suffer from the 
same symptoms. When was 
the last time a police offi cer 
told a member of the public 
that they made a mistake? It 
would be even more rare for 
police offi cers to admit their 
mistakes to one another. 
We all suffer from the same 
ego-driven culture that emer-
gency doctors, members of 
the military, and many other 
people in high-stress jobs 
face on a daily basis.

It starts as a recruit—
when I made my fi rst mis-
take I was teased relentlessly 
by fellow recruits. It’s fol-
lowed by the police instruc-
tors, who keep yelling, “A 
mistake on the street could 
be your last!” None of which 
promotes a willingness to  

share your oversights.
The next few years of a 

rookie’s career are fi lled with 
overwhelming information, 
experiences, and expecta-
tions; nobody wants to make 
a mistake. In such a demand-
ing fi eld, with mounting pub-
lic pressure for accountabil-
ity, I’m scared of what would 
happen if everyone knew the 
mistakes I made. But I made 
them and still make them to-
day.

If it starts with training 
that’s where I’ll begin my 
work to fi x it. I recently gave 
a lecture at a recruit training 
session, called “Human Po-
lice Offi cers,” where I spoke 
about the challenges of man-
aging a personal life, public 
accountability, and making 
mistakes. I shared my per-
sonal experiences and tried 
to convince future police of-
fi cers to support each other 
while promoting a positive 
work environment.

I explained to them that 
some offi cers, including su-
pervisors, will overreact and 
treat them poorly after ad-
mitting to a mistake, but that 
good leaders have always al-
lowed others to fail without 
ever being a failure. Lastly, 
for what it was worth, I told 
them our offi cers would earn 
my admiration if they could 
sacrifi ce their own egos and 
share a story that made them 
human, and reduce the com-
petitive corporate culture that 
has become toxic in many 
workplaces.

BACKYARD BEAT

by Const. Khoa Hoang
Ottawa Police Service

by Archie Campbell

95 Norman High Rise
Our fi rst topic for discus-

sion, at our monthly board 
meeting on November 7, 
was news that yet another 
high rise is planned for the 
Preston/Carling area at 95 
Norman—an 18-storey high 
rise by Tamarack Develop-
ments supported by City 
planners who are proposing 
an Offi cial Plan amendment 
to change the zoning to allow 
its construction.  DCA will 
oppose this application.  (See 
more about this development 
elsewhere in The BUZZ).
Cash in Lieu for Bay and 

Gloucester
The DCA will also op-

pose a cash-in-lieu proposal 
—where a builder is allowed 
to provide fewer parking 
spaces than required in ex-
change for a payment to a 
city parking reserve fund—
for a residential development 
at Bay and Gloucester. In 
this case, the builder wants 
to build 20 visitor parking 
spaces whereas the require-
ment is 39. 
Chinese Alliance Church

Our objection to the ex-
pansion of the Chinese Al-
liance Church on Bell and 
Eccles was dismissed by 
City Planning Committee on 
October 9 and then by City 

Council.  Area residents are 
now trying to persuade the 
church to take some mitiga-
tion measures as the site is 
developed.
Trees to Protect and Trees 

to Plant
DCA’s newly formed 

Heritage Committee re-
ported on its fi rst project: to 
do an inventory of histori-
cally signifi cant trees in the 
area which we can provide 
to agencies charged with 
tacking and protecting ma-
ture trees in our community.  
Eric Darwin, on behalf of 
the committee, is also look-
ing for 50 hardwood trees 
to plant along the multiuse 
pathway (MuP) to be built 
alongside the O-Train.

Somerset Parking Study
Dave Seaborn will be the 

DCA rep on a Somerset-Chi-
natown BIA parking study to 
look into ways of providing 
more parking for merchants 
on Somerset Street. This ex-
ercise will include a public 
meeting about the study fi nd-
ings sometime in February.

Benches on Gladstone
Eric Darwin reported that 

he’s been doing an inven-
tory along Gladstone Avenue 
of possible sites for park 
benches.
Speeding on Beech Street

Residents of Beech Street 
would like to see the speed 

limit reduced to 40 km/h.  
They are planning a petition 
campaign and came to our 
meeting to ask for advice and 
support, which we gave. 

Part of the problem is 
the excessively long time it 
takes for the Beech and Pres-
ton traffi c light to change 
and how motorists  on Beech 
consequently speed up to get 
across the intersection before 
the light turns red; residents 
were advised to contact the 
City to see if the timing of 
the light could be changed. 
Councillor Holmes also ad-
vised the group to ask the 
city to build speed humps.

Cleaning Up Somerset
Councillor Diane Holmes 

reported that a new bylaw in-
spector has been assigned to 
the area.  His priority will be 
the enforcement of garbage 
infractions, especially in the 
food stores along Somerset 
Street—a matter about which 
residents and DCA members 
have loudly and frequently 
complained.

See you next year
Our next meeting, on De-

cember 5, will be our annual 
Christmas party, so look for 
the next DCA report in the 
January issue.

DALHOUSIE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

New developments
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by Daniel Mullaly

Three subjects jump 
to mind as be-
ing of interest to 

Centretown residents this 
month. They are: the ap-
proval of the Community 
Design Plan (CDP); the re-
cent City Hall budget con-
sultation; and the applica-
tion for another condo, this 
one for the corner of Bank 
and Flora Streets. 

In reverse order, a nine-
storey “steel and glass” 
building to replace the glass 
and paint store at 500 Bank 
Street is under review. It will 
contain 95 units and have 
a ground floor commercial 
front along Bank Street. The 
applicant is asking for relief/
exemption from the bylaw 
requirements for height, 
property setbacks and, of 
course, parking. The devel-
oper wants to provide a total 
of 46 spaces. Applications 
like this one keep popping 
up because, apparently, the 
Community Plan and the 
zoning are antiquated.

As for the budget, this 
year l did not attend the open 
house at City Hall. Realisti-
cally, what can one person 
accomplish in talking about 
a $2.5 billion annual expen-
diture in a five-minute time 
slot? I went last year and 
asked the mayor about the 
Quarterly Performance Re-
ports to Council. More than 
20 reports had been present-
ed to Council and not a single 
question had been asked by a 
councillor or the mayor.

 After the meeting, the 
city manager spoke to me 
on the subject, with the 
comment (and a smile) that 
“if I were to quote him on 
his reaction, he would deny 
it.” He asked that I put my 
comments on paper and un-
dertook to get back to me. I 
did submit detailed observa-
tions and he responded, as he 

promised. In his letter he told 
me he had directed the per-
son in charge of the reports 
to get in touch with me. That 
was last March. I am still 
waiting.

My concern with the bud-
get is the lack of accountabil-
ity. I won’t detail all of my 
concerns. Instead I will relate 
it to the third item of inter-
est, the CDP for Centretown. 
At the outset of the process 
Council approved a study for 
one third of the community. 
It was to take one year and to 
cost $130,000.  

It has now been three 
years, and the cost is already 
over a million dollars. When 
the draft plan was presented 
to the public in June 2011, 
the scope of the study had 
also been changed. Accord-
ing to Councillor Hume, it 
was absolutely going to be 
presented and approved by 
council before the end of 
this calendar year. The lat-
est word from the newly ap-
pointed director in the Plan-
ning Department is that this 
timeline “is unrealistic.” Ap-
parently, the developers have 
some problems with the draft 
plan. 

The developers are insist-
ing the zoning be changed as 
part of the Plan approval, 
which effectively removes 
any obligation to pay the 
“community benefit” fees for 
their condo projects. 

The reader may recall 
that when a developer gets 
approval for a re-zoning, al-
lowing a project that is two 
or three times the permit-
ted density, the Council had 
asked for a token payment to 
cover the cost of providing 
basic services to the com-
munity. 

The “value uplift” is the 
direct result of the Council 
decision to change the zon-
ing, and the thinking was 
that the developer should not 
reap all the benefit. Develop-
ers are asking that the zoning 
be changed with the Plan ap-

proval, thereby eliminating 
the need for them to pay any 
fees to the City. This “contri-
bution” would be used to up-
grade sidewalks, landscaping 
or whatever.

It is rumoured developers 
are also seeking further in-
creases in density. They are 
not satisfied with the gains 
already incorporated into the 
draft plan. An analysis of the 
increased density is not avail-
able but in terms of height, 
as proposed, the height in the 
majority of Mid-Centretown 
will  increase to 10 storeys.
For the north and south 
boundaries, the limit will be 
up to 30 storeys. 

We are not sure exactly 
what the issue is, since the 
City will not tell the pub-
lic what is under discussion 
with the developers. But it 
is understood the developers 
are asking for more density 
with fewer rules. 

In large part, these are 
the same people who argued 
for the sprawl that encircles 
the city. The negative con-
sequences are documented. 
Having awakened to the 
consequences of sprawl, 
City Hall has uttered the 
battle cry for intensification 
to solve the problem they 
helped create. The residents 
of Centretown, who have 
been subsidizing the suburbs 
for years, are now being told 
by developers that tall build-
ings are a fact of life in the 
new city. Having fixed the 
problem of affordable family 
housing by building suburbs, 
the developers have arrived 
in Centretown to build a sus-
tainable community. I am 
not certain, but I think that 
means 600-square-foot high-
rise boxes with no parking 
spaces.  

In recognition of the 
commitment, passion and 
contribution I would suggest 
we rename the CDP. Instead 
of Community Design Plan, 
it should be called the Cen-
tretown Developers Plan. 

“He has told you,
O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord 

require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly 

with your God?”
- MICAH 6:8

W W W . S T L U K E S O T T A W A . C A
760 Somerset West, Ottawa, ON   613-235-3416

ALL ARE WELCOME WITHOUT EXCEPTION
A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  o f  C a n a d a

Friday, November 30th, 7:30 PM

Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols
in support of St Luke’s Lunch Club and Drop-in Centre

Should the CDP be 
renamed? 

OPINION
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by Michael Powell
President, Dalhousie Com-
munity Association

Changes are happen-
ing in our neigh-
bourhood. It seems 

that a month cannot go by 
without a new proposal for 
a very tall, very new condo 
tower on or near Preston 
St.
For those who value the 
human-scale, residential feel 
of Preston St., the fear has 
always been that high-rise 
development at the southern 
end of Preston would inevi-
tably move north. Our fears 
were recently confirmed: a 
proposal has been received 
to build a 23-storey condo 

building on Norman St. Such 
a building would be out of 
scale with the community 
and not in keeping with the 
housing that surrounds it. If 
built, it would effectively put 
an end to this area of Little 
Italy as a region of small-scale 
development. The Dalhousie 
Community Association will 
be opposing this application.

As a positive, this urge 
to develop reinforces what 
we’ve known all along: that 
this neighbourhood is one 
of the best places in Ottawa 
to live. The downside is that 
development decisions are 
happening in a vacuum, with 
ad hoc spot re-zonings shap-
ing how the community will 
look for generations to come. 

What’s important is that we 
work together to make sure 
that we preserve the things 
that make it great, even as it 
evolves in the future.

The way the City maps 
out community growth for 
areas such as ours is through 
community design plans 
(CDPs). The City has been in 
the process of developing one 
for Little Italy, very formally 
dubbed the Carling-Bayview 
CDP, for almost a decade. 
“Sluggish” is too positive 
an adjective to describe the 
timeline up to now. 
Poor Community Consul-
tation on the Area Design 

Plan
In September, the City 

organized “charettes” to so-

licit community input on 
this process. Consultation is 
always positive, but commu-
nity members who attended 
the sessions felt less than 
engaged in the process. Sug-
gestions from community 
members to limit height or 
oppose more road construc-
tion in the more residential 
parts of the neighbourhood 
were discounted or ignored. 
For a process designed to 
engage the community, there 
certainly did not feel like a 
lot of engagement. 

This, of course, presumes 
you could attend. All sub-
stantive discussions took 
place during the day, limiting 
the ability of those with day 
jobs from attending.

While we all recognize 
that the neighbourhood is 
changing, it does not mean 
that it must happen in a cer-
tain way. We must make 
sure that there is a complete, 
long-term vision for the 
community, one that accom-
modates new residents while 
preserving the very reasons 
why people want to move 
here in the first place.

We expect that a draft 
CDP will finally be present-
ed in the near future. Given 
what we have seen from 
the process up to now, we 
are concerned about what it 
might suggest. It’s important 
that, as a community, we 
make our voices heard.

On November 27, we’ll 

be doing just that. That night, 
the Dalhousie Community 
Association will host an in-
formation session on what 
you can do to help build the 
community that we expect. It 
will take place in “The Ab-
bey” at Pub Italia from 5:30 
until 7:30. We’ll update you 
on the community design 
process to date and outline 
what challenges we see com-
ing ahead. For those who are 
interested, we’ll also help 
you prepare a letter outlining 
your concerns to the appro-
priate people in the City. 

Please join us at this 
event. It is an exciting time 
to live in our neighbourhood. 
Let’s work together to make 
it even better.

Public meeting on high-rise development in the Preston Street area

Ottawa remembers: Remembrance Day 2012

Kathryn hunt / The BUZZ russell hunt / The BUZZKathryn hunt / The BUZZ

DaviD GlaDstone / The BUZZrussell hunt / The BUZZ
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by Katy Watts

The cold air has 
settled in and the 
daily countdown to 

Christmas has started over 
social networks and radio 
stations.  

I could complain (and 
many do) but I kind of en-
joy hibernating; especially 
if it means enjoying the in-

doors with friends and a pint 
of beer.  Stouts are my beer 
of choice to shake the cold 
weather; creamy in texture 
with subtle sweetness and a 
dark roasted coffee/barley 
flavour—the smell alone is 
warming!

Of course, good friends 
and good beer means there 
must be good food.  Stouts 
can be paired with a wide 

variety of food, including 
hearty beef stews and oys-
ters, but my favourite pairing 
is rich chocolate.  This recipe 
for stout-spiked chocolate 
truffles is easy to make and 
will impress your visiting 
friends—that is, if you leave 
them any.  use your favou-
rite stout, a high quality 
chocolate and get creative 
with toppings!

Sheltered Girl Meets World

Stout-Spiked Truffles
(Makes about 20 truffles)

Ingredients
For ganache:
224g semi-sweet chocolate
3/4 cup stout
2 tablespoons unsalted butter
1/4 cup heavy cream 

For coating:
224g semi-sweet chocolate
shredded coconut
crushed M&Ms
slivered almonds 
(get creative!)

Directions:
In a saucepan, reduce stout by half (will be thick enough to lightly coat a spoon), stir in 

butter and heavy cream and bring to a simmer.  Add chocolate as bubbles start forming, and 
whisk to blend.  Leave in fridge until ganache is set—at least three hours.  using a spoon or 
melon baller, scoop out chocolate and roll into balls (this can get messy).  Place on parch-
ment paper and leave in fridge for another hour to set.  Over a double boiler (or a metal 
bowl over a pot of boiling water) slowly melt remaining chocolate.  Remove from heat and 
roll the chocolate balls around the melted chocolate using a fork.  Gently remove and roll in 
desired topping.  Store in fridge for 3 hours or overnight before serving.  Try not to eat too 
many—they’re for guests!

tom evans / The BUZZ

Calvin,Talia, and Harrison prepare their pumpkins for the Centretown Community 
Pumpkin Carving Contest held at the McNabb Recreation Centre on October 28. With 
60 participants and over 25 pumpkins carved, there was a full house of creative Cen-
tretown residents for the first annual event. The most votes received decided this year’s 
winners. Congratulations to Harrison, Nicole and Richard.

Kathryn hunt / The BUZZ

by Kathryn Hunt

Carol Sissons (at 
centre, holding her 
medal) was hon-

oured with a Queen’s Dia-
mond Jubilee Medal for her 
work in the community on 
October 20.  From left to 
right: Mary Young, chair, 
Cambridge School Coun-
cil; Carol Sissons; David 
Seaborn; and Ida Hender-
son (like Carol, a founding 
member of the PPRA, DCA 
board member and former 

BUZZ board member & de-
liverer).  Young and Hen-
derson were instrumental 
in nominating Sissons.

The medals recognize 
those who have made a sig-
nificant contribution to their 
community or have made 
achievements abroad that 
bring credit to Canada. The 
medallists were selected by a 
committee which took nomi-
nations from the community.  
Medals were awarded to 
Jo-ann Ashford, Abdulnaser 
Atef, Nancy Averill, Rev. 

Canon William Baldwin, 
Joan Barker, Marjorie Bond, 
Keith Brown, Betty Camp-
bell, John Clearwater, Lorne 
Cutler, Jan D’Arcy, Allison 
Dingle, Paulette Dozois, Jo-
seph Dragon, Pat Durr, Kar-
en Foubert, Mark Goldblatt, 
Jeffrey Gordon, Mary Hill, 
Floralove Katz, Catherine 
McKenna, Alex Munter, 
David Pelly, Carol Sissons, 
Steven Staples, Dr. Eleanor 
Sutherland, Ron Sweetman, 
Brian Toller, Richard War-
man and Christine Wilson.
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PLANT POOL RECREATION ASSOCIATION

November Report 
by Audrey Brewster

In September, the PPRA 
held its annual Des-
ert Party at the Plant 

Recreation Centre (PRC) 
located at 930 Somerset 
Street West. Thanks to our 
partners, the Cambridge 
Street Public School, Se-
niorConnection, and Wom-
an Alive, the event was a 
great success. Over $1,500 
was raised to help buy 
new sports equipment for 
Cambridge Street Public 
school, fund SeniorCon-
nection monthly speakers 
on topics of importance 
to seniors, and fund three-
month fitness memberships 
for Woman Alive.

On October 26, the PRC, 
in collaboration with the 
PPRA, held a free Hallow-
een Carnival for neighbour-
hood children.  The evening 
was a great success, with 
over 100 children attend-
ing throughout the evening, 
playing games to win candy 
and prizes.  We look forward 
to an even bigger Halloween 
event next year.

Starting in November, the 
Plouffe Park Sports Drop-In 
Program will resume on Sun-
days from 1:00 to 3:00 pm in 
the Plouffe Room at Plant 
Recreation Centre.  Youth of 

all ages are welcome to play 
a variety of games at their 
local park. Staff will be on 
hand to help set up activities, 
such as soccer, capture the 
flag, ultimate frisbee, basket-
ball, beach volleyball, table 
tennis, foozeball, card games 
and whatever else people can 
think of.  It’s a lot of fun and 
it’s free.  We hope to see you 
there.

The PPRA held our An-
nual General Meeting on 
October 2, and we welcomed 
a new board member. Com-
mencing on December 4, 
PPRA meetings will now be 
held the first Tuesday of ev-
ery month at the PRC from 
6:30 to 7:30 pm.

The PPRA is also plan-
ning several future events. 
On December 1, we will be 
holding a fundraiser for the 
Woman Alive Program, from 
7:00 to 10:00 pm at the PRC. 
You can celebrate your love 
of yoga this holiday sea-
son by enjoying hatha yoga 
while you savour delicious 
hand-made truffles, and re-
lax afterwards with a sooth-
ing cup of homemade hot 
spiced tea and holiday treats. 
Tickets for “Yogalicious, a 
Chocolate Yoga Fundraiser,” 
are $30.  

For more information, 
please visit us at www.

plantpool.ncf.ca or contact 
audrib@yahoo.com

We are now in the pro-
cess of planning the winter 
rink for the upcoming winter 
season. The rink is a commu-
nity effort run by the PPRA 
with funding from the City 
of Ottawa and a large volun-
teer effort. 

If you are interested in 
helping, please see the PPRA 
web page to get in touch with 
us. We are always looking for 
volunteers. The PPRA is also 
starting to plan a spring plant 
sale fundraiser, to be held on 
May 11, 2013 at the PRC. 

The community should 
also know that the west field 
of Plouffe Park is closed for 
refurbishing, so please stay 
off the grass.  City staff are 
working in this area to im-
prove the field and we look 
forward to having an im-
proved field sometime in 
early June for the 2013 soc-
cer season. 

The PPRA is an asso-
ciation devoted to improv-
ing our community through 
increasing access to rec-
reational opportunities. It 
helps interested individuals 
work together to implement 
their vision for improved rec-
reation facilities, programs, 
and green spaces.

Kathryn hunt / The BUZZ

Kathryn hunt / The BUZZ

On November 6, volunteers from Citizens for Safe Cycling, Right Bike and the City of 
Ottawa Pathway Patrol Program set up a booth at the Corktown Bridge at Somerset 
and Queen Elizabeth, to hand out free bike lights and bells and demonstrate how to 
properly install them. The Highway Traffic Act (HTA) requires all cyclists to have a 
working front and rear light as well as a working bell. Over the past five years, the lack 
of proper lights and a bell have been the two most prevalent offences during Ottawa 
Police enforcement blitzes targeting cyclists. 

Kathryn hunt / The BUZZ
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The BUZZ, 
briefly

Cst. Khoa Hoang honoured

Crime Prevention Ottawa presented Cst. Khoa 
Hoang with the Enforcement Professional Award 
on November 5, as part of the fourth annual Com-
munity Safety Awards.

Cst. Hoang, who is the offi cer at the Centretown 
Community Police Centre now located at City 
Hall, has been recognized for being a true believer 
in community engagement and for the way he con-
nects with those who often don’t see eye to eye with 
the police. He is also regularly seen in The BUZZ, 
as the author of the monthly Backyard Beat column. 
Congratulations, Khoa!

The BUZZ is looking for volunteers!

Every month, The BUZZ is delivered to homes 
and businesses across Centretown. This is done 
through a network of volunteer carriers and dis-
tributors. If you have some time to give, consider 
joining our team! 

We are also always on the lookout for writers and 
photographers who want to cover stories that affect 
our neighbourhood. You can pitch your own ideas, 
or ask our editorial board what needs to be covered, 
and help keep our community informed! Email edi-
tor@centretownbuzz for details.

by Nathalie Thirlwall
CCCA Seniors Committee 

Is the huge rise in prop-
erty value assessments 
for Centretown, which 

will determine our new 
municipal property taxes, 
a help or hindrance to the 
building of a prosperous 
and healthy city, particu-
larly its urban core?

Having recently received 
the new property assess-
ments, I am perplexed, fl ab-
bergasted and dismayed by 
the percentage of increases 
that are outlined for Ottawa, 
and specifi cally Centretown. 
My personal municipal as-
sessment rose over 40 per-
cent. 

An employee of MPAC, 
when pressed, yielded the 
word “shocking” for the rate 
of increase that was being 
presented to me. The average 
increase for all Ottawa is a 
high 25.98 percent, and even 
higher for two central urban 
wards: Somerset, at 34.20 
pecent, and Capital at 31.22 
percent. 

I wonder how many ho-
meowners, especially seniors 
and others on fi xed or low 
to moderate incomes, will 
be greatly affected by these 
evaluations. No increases in 
average incomes or pensions 
come close to matching as-
sessment rates.

Renters will also be in-
directly affected by rate 
changes, since landlords will 
undoubtedly attempt to pass 
costs on to tenants or else 

feel the large pinch them-
selves.  

The Landlord and Ten-
ants Board will likely be kept 
busy with landlords trying to 
justify their claims. Propri-
etors won’t be so restrained 
with new tenants, directly 
passing on these costs to 
them.  Landlords may end up 
disproportionately spread-
ing tax hikes among tenants, 
charging new tenants higher 
rents than longer-term ones. 
With the recent growth in 
high rises, the number of 
new renters will be sizeable.

The citizens of Ottawa 
have also been recently in-
formed that the proposed 
2.09 percent increase in the 
urban budget is the lowest 
that it has been in several 
years. However, since the 
2.09 percent applies to our 
new, infl ated assessed val-
ues, the true picture for our 
municipal tax bills may be 
very different from this. 

Let us step back and ask 
what is a city and how does 
it develop? One defi nition of 
a city is “an inhabited place 
of greater size, population, 
or importance than a town 
or village.” Another one out-
lines it as “a relatively large 
and permanent settlement.” 
An alternate perspective is 
to see a city as a complex, 
evolving organism that is 
supported by, and supports, 
its constituent and interre-
lated parts. 

We have learned that 
people dwelling together in 
close proximity can bring ad-

vantages in social, econom-
ic, creative, intellectual and 
spiritual well-being. Living 
in this symbiotic relationship 
goes well beyond facilities 
and services, or economic 
and business factors.  

Consciously or not, our 
cities are built around values: 
priorities, ethics, principles 
and standards that refl ect a 
system of beliefs.  It is the 
people who envision, con-
ceptualize, plan and articu-
late these values, which can 
be applied to city develop-
ment and growth.

Fundamental to a city’s 
vigour are the people who re-
side within its perimeter. Di-
versity of its people, whether 
racial, ethnic, religious, cul-
tural or linguistic, contributes 
to urban dynamics. The span 
of ages from babies to youth, 
adults and seniors provides a 
necessary life-cycle perspec-
tive that leads to understand-
ing, cooperative action and 
informed solutions. 

Vitality is demonstrated 
by the degree to which in-
novation and creativity are 
welcomed, as seen in local 
business and community ac-
tivities. The folks who make 
up cities and the relationships 
and discussions that they en-
gage in generate the strength 
and life of the urban environ-
ment. Each element of soci-
ety—individuals, institutions 
and community—informs 
and serves the other. Each 
should rest on a foundation 
of morality, trustworthiness, 
equity and fairness.

Isolation and lack of 
proper transportation and 
access to social and health 
services cause diffi culties 
for seniors. Living in Cen-
tretown offers a remedy for 
these challenges.  Also, dif-
ferent types of buildings en-
able seniors to select a home 
that is a manageable size to 
live in.  

Young professionals will 
also suffer. They can ill af-
ford high assessments on 
their tiny condos in addition 
to their mortgages and condo 
fees.  Will we all have to 
move out of the downtown 
core—and where to? Are not 
these demographics (seniors 
and young professionals) the 
very target groups for whom 
new condos are being built?

Can a city survive while 
fi nancially strangling its 
fi xed-, low- and middle-
income inhabitants, regard-
less of their age?  There is 
a growing awareness in the 
public through different av-
enues (the media, education, 
increased access to knowl-
edge through new technolo-
gies, and such ground-swell 
movements as the “Occupy” 
movement) that institutions 
and their budgets and struc-
tures, social structures, and 
laws and regulations need to 
turn the tide on the inequities 
that burden many citizens. 

All citizens should live 
with some degree of prosper-
ity, dignity and health, en-
abling them to contribute to 
their community. 

Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
launches infrastructure challenge

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
(FCM) has launched The Great Canadian Infra-
structure Challenge initiative to bring Canadians 
into the conversation about municipal infrastruc-
ture and its importance in our day-to-day lives.

Over the next several months, The Great Cana-
dian Infrastructure Challenge website, FCMchal-
lenge.ca, will feature a series of challenges that 
will give Canadians the opportunity to get more 
involved in the national debate on long-term invest-
ments in our core infrastructure.

“We know that Canadians have busy lives and 
don’t have a lot of time to talk about fi xing roads 
and water pipes, but in the next few months the 
federal government will be making critical deci-
sions that will affect Canada’s infrastructure for the 
future. It’s a once-in-a-generation opportunity we 
cannot afford to miss, and we need all Canadians 
to be involved in the debate,” said FCM president 
Karen Leibovici.

CCCA SENIORS COMMITTEE

Who can afford to live in Centretown?

by David Seaborn

The City is under-
taking a parking 
study in the China-

town area. During the past 
month, Dillon Consult-
ing, on the City’s behalf, 
has been inventorying the 

parking supply. They have 
also been assessing current 
parking conditions. The 
data collected will help 
the city identify the avail-
ability (or lack) of parking 
space in the area.

A public meeting is 
planned for late February 

2013 to ensure the parking 
needs of the community have 
been accurately assessed and 
to identify any issues and 
opportunities that should be 
explored. 

Meanwhile, the Somer-
set-Chinatown BIA and the 
Dalhousie Community Asso-

ciation are represented on the 
study’s steering committee. 

For further informa-
tion the project’s coordina-
tor, Lindsay Thomas, can 
be contacted at 580-2424 x 
12625 or lindsay.thomas@
ottawa.ca.

Chinatown parking study underway

PLANT POOL RECREATION ASSOCIATION

Operation Red Nose Ottawa Kicks Off

Operation Red Nose Ottawa addresses the 
problem of impaired driving by offering drivers an 
alternative way to get home safely when feeling 
impaired during the holiday season. Exclusively 
during the month of December, volunteers will 
respond to phone calls from clients in the Ottawa 
area who feel that in some way they are not safe to 
drive home—which may be a result of drinking, of 
feeling unwell, or simply of being tired enough to 
pose a safety concern behind the wheel. Operation 
Red Nose Ottawa is a not-for-profi t organization, 
100 percent volunteer driven and a free service; 
however, clients are welcome to give donations, 
and all proceeds go directly to the Boys and Girls 
Club of Ottawa. To learn more visit at www.red-
noseottawa.com.

maP Data: GooGle / ComPositinG: byron ClairouX/Kathryn hunt
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by Jordan Charbonneau 
CCCA President

For more information, 
please contact us via the in-
formation provided at the 
end of this report.

Centretown Community 
Design Plan

At the beginning of No-
vember, representatives from 
the CCCA, Heritage Ottawa 
and the Centretown Citizens 
Ottawa Corporation met with 
City staff and consultants 
to discuss the revised CDP, 
which was posted on the City 
website in late October. The 
City met separately with de-
velopers. 

After raising our con-
cerns, including issues pre-
viously raised and new ones 
stemming from revisions to 
the plan, we were informed 
that, contrary to what we 
had been told previously, it 
is unlikely that the CDP will 
be completed and approved 
before the end of 2012. 

While this delay will give 
us an opportunity to address 
some of the unsatisfactory 
elements of the plan, it also 
means that the status quo of 
outdated zoning and plan-
ning uncertainty will contin-
ue, which has generally seen 
Centretown on the losing 
side of development issues. 

Watch the CCCA website 
for the latest developments 
on the plan prior to the AGM.  

You can access the revised 
CDP at  www.ottawa.ca/en/
city_hall/planningprojectsre-
ports/public_consult/mid_
centretown_cdp/index.html

Appeal to the Ontario 
Municipal Board

Preparation continues for 
the CCCA appeal to the 
Ontario Municipal Board 
regarding 96 Nepean Street, 
which will be heard in early 
2013. We welcome dona-
tions to help finance the ap-
peal and the support of those 
with experience relevant to 
OMB appeals. 

Please email CCCAOM-
BAppeal@rogers.com if you 
are able to help or for further 
information.

Seniors Committee Report

On October 7, members 
of the Seniors Committee 
met to discuss a variety of is-
sues with respect to housing 
and services for seniors in 
Centretown. 

There was a lot of dis-
cussion around the issue 
of designing human-friendly 
streetscapes in light of con-
cerns around new build-
ing proposals that are to be 
built closer to the street than 
would normally be allowed. 

However, the commit-
tee decided that the recent 
dramatic increase in valua-
tions of homes and condos 
in Centretown was an issue 

of far more immediate con-
cern to seniors on limited in-
comes. Stephen and Nathalie 
Thirlwall, two committee 
members, agreed to research 
and write an article on the 
subject, which appears else-
where in this issue of The 
Centretown BUZZ.

Trees and Greenspace 
Committee

The committee has a 
busy time ahead. It needs to 
shape its response to Chap-
ter 5 of the CDP, “Greening 
Centretown,” in time for a 
possible presentation at the 
December 11 Planning Com-
mittee meeting. 

The CDP has a very com-
prehensive vision, but there 
were no changes made to the 
draft following CCCA sub-
missions on greenspace, so 
the committee will be press-
ing more strongly for such 
points as the inclusion of 
community gardens and ac-
knowledgment that Arling-
ton Park exists. 

Most important, of 
course, is Council’s will to 
bring the vision to life. The 
committee is also meeting 
with the City’s Forestry De-
partment to try to finalize a 
list of tree plantings along 
Gladstone Avenue and pos-
sibly Gilmour Street. 

Finally, plans are being 
made for events in 2013: an 
event in March plus the an-
nual plant sale.

We are also happy to an-
nounce that, at the sugges-
tion and with the financial 
support of the Jack Purcell 
Recreation Association, the 
committee coordinated the 
planting of an elm tree in 
front of the Jack Purcell 
Community Centre to thank 
long-time badminton instruc-
tor Michael Kaulbar. 

This tree will offer shade 
to the community centre and 
help bring much-needed 
greenery to Jack Purcell 
Lane. Thanks to all who 
worked on making this hap-
pen.

Contact Us
You can keep up to date 

on events in Centretown by 
subscribing to our email 
newsletter (contact us at 
ccca@centretowncitizens.
ca), following us on Twitter 
(twitter.com/CentretownC-
CA) or visiting our website 
(www.centretowncitizens.
ca). We would be happy to 
hear from you!

Centretown Citizens Community Association November Report

Mark your calendars! 
The CCCA’s 2012 Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) 
will be held on Wednes-
day, November 21, at the 
McNabb Recreation Centre 
(180 Percy Street). Doors 
open at 6:30 pm for renew-
als and new memberships 
($5 each). At the AGM, 
members may run for 
board positions, vote for a 
president (one-year term) 
and board directors (two-
year terms), vote on any 
motions that are proposed, 
and participate in the open 
forum.

2012 has been an excit-
ing year for the CCCA, not 
least because our member-
ship has grown significant-
ly. A major reason for this 
was the success of the May 
30 meeting on the draft 
Centretown Community 
Design Plan (CDP), where 
almost 200 Centretowners 
shared their thoughts on 
recent development in our 
neighbourhoods and what 
they want to see in the fu-
ture. A report on the feed-
back we received is posted 
on our website (www.cen-
tretowncitizens.ca).

The CCCA board and 
committees have also been 
very active; you can read 
about their work on our 
website and ask questions 
at the AGM. Finally, our 
fundraising efforts have 
been innovative and suc-
cessful. At the AGM, our 
2011-12 financial state-
ment will be presented for 
member approval.

All this to say that we 
are on our way, but there 
is much more to be done. 
Our highest priority is to 
continue to increase our 
membership. Remember, if 
you don’t have time to get 
involved, your membership 
is still important. Every $5 
membership helps finan-
cially and demonstrates 
to City Hall that we have 
strong support from the 
community. Membership 
also allows you to sub-

scribe to our mailing list, 
which includes a monthly 
email to keep you informed 
as to what’s happening in 
Centretown. Other ways for 
members to get involved 
include:

•organizing community 
get-togethers (e.g., our an-
nual Minto Park BBQ and 
Gab ‘n’ Graze events),

•distributing our com-
munity newspaper, The 
Centretown BUZZ,

•improving the CCCA 
website,

•sorting and cleaning 
the CCCA archives, and

•working with us to cre-
ate your own project!

Last, but certainly not 
least, we need engaged, 
knowledgeable and talent-
ed persons from all areas 
of Centretown to join the 
Board and CCCA com-
mittees to provide a diver-
sity of views and ensure 
informed discussion. Given 
the pace of development in 
Centretown, the complex 
issues involved and their 
importance to our commu-
nity, we particularly need 
members on our Planning 
and Development Review 
Committee who will take 
the time to learn about mu-
nicipal development plan-
ning and processes, not to 
mention those of the On-
tario Municipal Board and 
the province. 

A particular need at this 
AGM is for a board mem-
ber who is willing to take 
on the role of Corporate 
Secretary. The secretary’s 
main duties are to take 
minutes of board meetings 
and keep track of all corre-
spondence. The board will 
appoint officers, including 
the vice-president, corpo-
rate secretary, membership 
secretary and the treasurer, 
at the first board meeting 
after the AGM. But we 
need individuals elected to 
the board who are willing 
to take on these roles.

The main events at the 
AGM will be:

•Elections: As a mem-
ber, you will have the right 
to vote for the CCCA presi-
dent for 2012-13 and up 
to eight CCCA directors. 
Each candidate will have a 
brief opportunity to speak 
on their background and 
what they want to contrib-
ute to the CCCA. All those 
interested in running for 
election should email their 
name, address and contact 
information and indicate 
whether they are running 
for president or board di-
rector to Charles Akben-
Marchand at charles@ak-
ben.ca.  Charles will answer 
any questions about the 
roles and responsibilities of 
these positions, including 
the officer positions.

•Guest Speaker: We are 
delighted that Christopher 
Collmorgen, President of 
Action Sandy Hill (ASH), 
will be our guest speaker. 
under his leadership, and 
with the strong support of 
Councillor Mathieu Fleury, 
ASH has contributed to 
significant benefits for San-
dy Hill, including changes 
to the City’s noise bylaw, 
a three-year pilot project 
to address inappropriate 
infill and intensification 
issues, the first Town and 
Gown Committee between 
the university of Ottawa, 
the City and the Sandy Hill 
community and more effec-
tive relationships with de-
velopers. Christopher will 
explain how they did it!

•Open Forum on the 
Centretown Community De-
sign Plan and CCCA Ex-
ecutive and Committee Re-
ports: Information on the 
latest developments on the 
CDP and the CCCA reports 
on highlights of 2011-12 
will be posted on our web-
site at least a week prior to 
the AGM to facilitate a use-
ful discussion among mem-
bers on these topics.

We look forward to see-
ing you there!

2012 Annual General Meeting

The Centretown Citizens Community Association’s Trees and Greenspace Committee 
recently coordinated the planting of an elm tree at the Jack Purcell Community Centre 
at the request of the Jack Purcell Recreation Association, which wished to honour their 
longtime badminton instructor. With the financial support of this organization, the City 
has planted the tree and it’s looking good!

JorDan Charbonneau / CCCa
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The Buzz Calendar of Events
Divertimento Orchestra 

is an Ottawa-based group 
of 68 musicians. It began in 
1984 as a small ensemble 
in someone’s basement for 
their own pleasure and has 
evolved into a full-fledged 
community symphony.

Divertimento Orchestra 
is now looking for cellists.
Please call 613-823-1200 
or visit www.divertimento.
ca.

***

Call to Artists: Gallery 
101 encourages local and 
regional artists to create art-
work for our annual silent art 
auction. Artists can pick up a 
frame now from Gallery 101 
or provide their own ready-
to-display work. Artists can 
use any medium; maximum 
dimensions of 24”x24”. Art-
work must be submitted be-
fore Saturday, November 17, 
2012. Limit: One frame/art 
submission per artist.

***

Join the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society’s Team 
In Training’s Spring Pro-
gram! Team In Training 
is now recruiting for their 
spring events: Red Rock 
Canyon Marathon and Half 
Marathon in Las Vegas and 
the Rock ‘N’ Roll Edinburgh 
Half Marathon. To join Team 
In Training and to fi nd out 
more, call 613-234-1274 or 
visit www.teamintraining.ca

***

The Ottawa Interna-
tional Storytelling Festival 
takes place November 15-18 
at Saint Brigid’s Centre for 
the Arts. Join us as we seek 
the essence of storytelling, 
combining the arts of spo-
ken word, music, and theat-
rics with the oral tradition to 
create a diverse and exciting 
program with international 
fl air! For the full program 
visit http://www.ottawastory-
tellers.ca/festival

***

The 27th annual edition 
of the European Union 
Film Festival gets under-
way Thursday, November 
15, and runs through Sunday, 
December 2. Don’t miss this 
unique opportunity to watch 
26 European fi lm produc-
tions, all Ottawa premieres. 
Auditorium, Library and Ar-
chives Canada, 395 Welling-
ton St. Go to www.cfi -icf.ca,  
www.euff.ca or www.ffue.ca, 
or call 613-232-6727.

***

November 17: St Cecilia 
Singers presents Lest We 
Forget, a wide-ranging se-
lection of choral works on the 
theme of remembrance, in 
recognition of the sacrifi ces 
made and being made by Ca-
nadians worldwide. The con-
cert will also include poems 
read by Rob Clipperton, and 
some of the works will have 

oboe obbligatoes played by 
Angela Casagrande. St. Paul 
university Chapel, 249 Main 
St., 8:00 pm. See www.st-
ceciliasingers.ca for details. 
$20 ($15 seniors/students). 
613-836-5295.

***

The Ottawa Small Press 
Book Fair (Fall 2012 edi-
tion) will be happening 
Saturday, November 17, in 
Room 203 of the Jack Pur-
cell Community Centre (on 
Elgin, at 320 Jack Purcell 
Lane).The fair usually con-
tains exhibitors with poetry 
books, novels, cookbooks, 
posters, t-shirts, graphic nov-
els, comic books, magazines, 
scraps of paper, gumball ma-
chines with poems, 2x4s with 
text, etc. For information: 
rob_mclennan@hotmail.com

***

Migrante Ottawa and 
the Ontario Committee for 
Human Rights in the Phil-
ippines (OCHRP) present 
The End of Immigration 
on Monday, November 19 at 
7:00 pm at the Mayfair The-
atre, Ottawa, 1074 Bank St, 
followed by a Q&A with the 
directors.

In Canada, when we think 
of “temporary workers,” the 
image that comes to mind 
are the seasonal agricultural 
workers who have been toil-
ing in our fi elds for the past 
40 years, or live-in nannies 
and maids from the Philip-

pines. But these days, tem-
porary foreign workers are 
found in all sectors: fast food, 
service stations, city bus driv-
ers in Calgary, janitors in Ed-
monton, and even riggers on 
the CBC telecommunication 
towers in Montreal.

***

Accessibility Expo, host-
ed by Spinal Cord Injury 
Ontario: Wednesday, No-
vember 21, 3:00–7:00 pm at 
Jim Durrell Recreation Cen-
tre, 1265 Walkley Rd. Join 
us at the Accessibility Expo 
to learn more about products 
and services for people with 
physical disabilities—includ-
ing mobility specialists and 
equipment, home renovation 
companies, personal injury 
fi rms, attendant services, ac-
cessible travel and garments, 
and more! Admission is free.
For more info, contact Sarah: 
613-723-1033 x 22 or sarah.
mckinnon@cpaont.org.

***

BULLY is the fi rst feature 
documentary fi lm to show 
how we’ve all been affected 
by bullying, whether we’ve 
been victims, perpetrators or 
stood by as silent witnesses. 
The Ottawa Association of 
People Who Stutter (OAP-
WS) is pleased to announce a 
special fundraising screening 
of this powerful documentary 
on Friday, November 23, at 
the Ottawa Family Cinema. 

The Ottawa Family Cin-

ema is located at 710 Broad-
view Ave. in Notre Dame 
High School. Visit www.
familycinema.ca for location 
details, admission prices and 
upcoming shows. Advance 
fundraising tickets for $6.00 
may be obtained by calling 
Tania at 613-725-3443, Norm 
at 613-226-7001 or e-mailing 
david.burton2@rogers.com

***
Encore Fashions Trea-

sures Sale: Saturday, No-
vember 24, 10:00 am-2:00 
pm, 109A Fourth Ave. at 
Bank St. Jewelry, baking, 
gift table: something for ev-
eryone! For information call 
613-236-1804.

***

Join The Running Room 
and The Salvation Army 
for the 2012 Santa Shuffl e. 
Participants in the 5K Fun 
Run or 1K Elf Walk collect 
pledges to assist families 
and individuals in need at 
Christmas and all year long. 
There will be post-event re-
freshments, awards and a 
unique Santa Shuffl e fi nish-
ers medal for all participants! 
Saturday, December 1, 10:00 
am at Tunney’s Pasture.  For 
more information and to reg-
ister, visit www.santashuffl e.
com or your nearest Running 
Room location. You can also 
contact Nadia Ferrante at the 
Salvation Army at 613-233-
8428 ext. 221 or nadia fer-
rante@can.salvationarmy.org

***

Join the Miniature En-
thusiasts of Ottawa and 
explore the fi ne art of collect-
ing and creating dollhouse 
miniatures, woodworking, fi -
bre arts, fi ne art and dolls in 
miniature. 

We meet on the fi rst 
Wednesday of the month at 
McNabb Recreation Cen-
tre, 180 Percy St. The next 
meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, December 5, 
2012 at 7:45 pm. Free admis-
sion. Visitors and new mem-
bers are very welcome. Re-
freshments will be served.

***

Get into the Christmas 
spirit with the The Salvation 
Army’s Festival of Carols at 
Centrepointe Theatre on Sun-
day December 9.  Come and 
enjoy your favourite Christ-
mas carols with the sounds 
of brass, organ and choir as 
a thank-you for your support 
throughout the year. 

 There are two perfor-
mances at 3:00 pm and 7:00 
pm at no cost to you. Reserve 
tickets by contacting the box 
offi ce at 613-580-2700. 

***

Advertise your community 
event for free in The Buzz. 
Send your information to 
editor@centretownbuzz.com. 
Ads are subject to editing for 
style and space. First come, 
fi rst served. 

Centretown Citizens ottawa Corporation

Looking for a good home?
www.ccochousing.org     613.234.4065

ADVERTISE WITH THE BUZZ!

Rates from $28 per issue

10,000 copies printed and distributed 
through Centretown - be seen in your 

community!

Contact ads@centretownbuzz.com

THE BUZZ IS LOOKING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS

You know we don’t do it alone! 

We’re always looking for volunteer 
carriers, writers, and photographers.

Get in touch: editor@centretownbuzz.com 

               McPhail Memorial
               Baptist Church  
           249 Bronson Avenue at Lisgar St. 

        613 235 7617

     Since 1888,         WORSHIP – 10:30 A.M.

   Creating Hope,       Sunday school & nursery available

  Changing Lives.               piano, organ, choir

      Yesterday.            Minister:  Rev. Wayne Sollows

         Today.      Check us out @

      Tomorrow.                www.mcphailbaptist.ca
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Saturday, November 26, 2012
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Attic Treasures
Jewellery
Crafts 
Christmas Baking
Preserves
Deli Treats
Books, DVDs, CDs, LPs
Raffles
Carollers
Lunch at the Snowflake Café 

... and much more!

For more information,  
call the church office:  
613-232-6992

Ph
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: 
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St Barnabas Church is at the corner of Kent and James streets in Centretown. It is 
accessible by any bus going along Bank Street, Somerset Street or Gladstone Avenue, 
with a short walk to Kent and James. For drivers, street parking is free of charge on 
Saturdays. Entrance to the bazaar is through the Hall doors on Kent Street.

St. Barnabas Christmas Bazaar
A fine tradition since 1927

Something for everyone: 
bring your friends 

and relations! 

by Kathryn Hunt

Dan Wright, a security 
officer with Commu-
nity Safety Services, 

lights up when he talks about the 
change in Brooke Towers, one of 
the community housing build-
ings he serves. With his help, the 
building’s tenant circle initiated 
a project to improve the safety 
and community spirit of their 
building through environmental 
design and, according to Wright, 
“there’s a huge quantifiable dif-
ference.” 

The communal areas are used 
by more people, late night traffic 
through the lobby has dropped, ten-
ants feel comfortable coming to him 
with problems or questions, and the 

other residents of the neighbour-
hood have begun stopping to talk to 
the tenants as they work on the new 
gardens that have been planted. On 
Halloween, local children came to 
the building to trick-or-treat.

The change started a year ago, 
with a safety audit based on the 
principles of Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED). 

The basis of CPTED is that 
maintaining and monitoring ur-
ban environments can deter crime. 
It has four main concepts: natural 
surveillance, making it easier to 
see people; natural access control, 
using fences, borders, lighting and 
other means to mark off public and 
private space; territorial reinforce-
ment, which gives a property’s us-

ers ownership over the propery and 
limits access for unauthorized per-
sons; and maintenance, which is the 
simple idea that a well-maintained 
property is less inviting to vandal-
ism and crime. 

At Brooke Towers, it began 
with a conversation. Tenant Circle 
chair Gail McGuire was talking to 
Wright about the murals painted 
across the City of Philadelphia, 
which started as a means of com-
batting graffiti. From that, Wright 
brought up the idea of CPTED, and 
offered to come talk to the Tenant 
Circle about it 

“For the first couple of months,” 
he said, “we actually didn’t even 
talk about CPTED, it was just who 
we [Community Safety Services] 
are and what we do.” Then he and 

the tenants did a walkthrough of 
the building, examining how they 
felt in different areas of the build-
ing, and why they felt that way. The 
goal was to identify what could be 
changed to make the building safer. 
The perception of the tenants was 
that theirs was a “bad building,” but 
as they walked around, they started 
to see how that perception could be 
changed. 

Once the audit was done, he 
said, it was in the hands of the Ten-
ant Circle, who had a list of the 
problems they wanted to address 
in the building and started develop-
ing ideas for how to address them. 
They consulted with a number of 
experts from Ottawa Community 
Housing and other specialists on 
how to make their ideas a reality. 

“My job was essentially done,” 
he said. “The tenants took over af-
ter that. It got to the point where 
I didn’t have to come in every 
month.” 

In fact, they haven’t had an 
official security meeting for six 
months. “We haven’t needed to,” 
he said. Now he drops in on his 
regular rounds to check in, chat 
with the residents, and maybe play 
a game of pool. There are more 
people using the common spaces 
and the building feels more like a 
community. 

“This is one of the first of these 
[CPTED audits] I’ve done where 
we set 10 goals, and all 10 have 
been accomplished,” Wright said.  
They identified places where vis-
ibility was blocked, and where it 
was easy for nonresidents to tres-
pass or cut across the property. An 
eight-foot-high cedar hedge outside 
the ground floor common area was 
cut down and replaced with a three-
foot-high hedge, allowing people 
outside to see into the common 
area. 

“It was a tough decision to re-
move the cedar,” said McGuire. “A 
lot of people loved that cedar.” But 
when they took into account how 
much safer they’d feel, the hedge 
had to go.

“The key word is surveillance,” 
Wright said. “If you can’t see, peo-
ple can’t see you. And if they can’t 
see you, how do they know you’re 
in trouble? Human nature is to help 
your fellow man,” he added, say-
ing that if people see a disturbance, 
they are likely to report it. As well, 
people are far less likely to commit 
a crime if they feel they could be 
observed.

There’s an element of psychol-
ogy in it as well. In one case, they 
discovered that painting the emer-
gency exits yellow served as a flag 
to people that they were not regular 
exits and entrances. Once they were 
painted, people stopped propping 
them open. 

There’s a balance to be struck 
between controlling the space—for 
example, keeping late-night club-
goers from crossing the parking lot 
or yard at night—and not feeling 
fenced in. Sometimes it can be as 
simple as using a black, plastic-
coated, chain link fence rather than 
a steel one. “The steel ones look 
like a schoolyard,” Wright said. 
“But we looked into wrought iron 
and it was prohibitively expensive.” 
The black plastic was an effective 
compromise. 

Expense does come into the 
equation. When a community does 
a CPTED audit, they then take their 
recommendations to the Ottawa 
Community Housing district office 
to apply. Then the district office 
looks at their budget and decides 
which of the recommendations they 
can afford to address.

The key, both Wright and 
McGuire agreed, is in having a ten-
ant circle that can organize a project 
like this and motivate the tenants to 
get involved. It has to come from 
the residents themselves. Once they 
are involved, though, and take pride 
in their building and community, 
the change is unmistakable. 

Building a better community—from the inside out


