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Little Italy organization fights the height

Good Food Markets are back for the summer, pg 6Glow Fair arts festival aims to light up Bank Street, pg 3

About 20 walkers trundle 
along behind Luciano, 
this year’s knowledge-

able Jane’s Walk guide, through 
the narrow streets of Little Italy 
on this fresh May morning. They 
are learning about the history and 
culture of this village within the 
city, including the impressive St 
Anthony’s church and surround-
ing neighbourhoods. 

First built in the early 1900s to 
house Italian and other immigrants, 

the area includes an eclectic mix of 
two- and three-storey timber-frame 
homes, interspersed with shops, res-
taurants and light industry: every-
thing modern urban planners try to 
emulate to create walkable, liveable 
communities. 

While the area continues to be 
home to many of the original Italian 
families, change is coming quickly 
to Little Italy, with young families, 
urbanites and retirees moving into 
this increasingly desirable neigh-
bourhood. They are all attracted 
by proximity to the downtown via 
the O-Train, walkable streets, bike 

paths, scenic Dow’s Lake and the 
Arboretum and, of course, dynamic 
Preston Street, now redefined as a 
traditional main street with broad 
sidewalks, benches, trees and quirky 
public art. 

Gradually, the old houses are be-
ing replaced with single family and 
multi-family homes and three-sto-
rey walk-ups, creatively designed to 
fit the long narrow lots. 

The path along the O-Train has 
become a magnet as people—those 
on the way to work, enjoying time 
with family, young and old, cyclists, 
dog owners—gravitate to the tree-

lined yet practical linear park con-
necting the Ottawa River to Dow’s 
Lake. 

The village of Little Italy also 
offers a diverse range of small lo-
cal businesses, so that almost ev-
erything we need is within walking 
distance.

There is now a shadow over this 
vibrant little village, both figurative-
ly and literally. 

Although limited by the commu-
nity plan to four or five storeys, in 
the last couple of years the City has 
approved a wall of condominiums 
overlooking Dow’s Lake on Carling 
and along Champagne just to the 
west of the O-Train. 

The City’s rationale is that if 
they approve these towers on the pe-
riphery, they could then prevent the 
march of condos up Preston Street. 
Developers, seeing an opportunity 
to be in “on the ground floor”—an 
ironic twist, seeing as the preferred 
design seems to be glass towers—
have jumped this line drawn by the 
City, proposing condo towers in 
several areas in the heart of residen-
tial Little Italy,  among the century-
old family houses, with the most 
flagrant disregard for height limits 
being the tower proposed for Nor-
man Street. 

On Norman Street, the devel-
oper has proposed to the City a 
nine-storey tower on a four-storey 
podium, totalling about 150 units. 
Norman, a narrow, dead-end street, 
lined with two-story homes, is one 
of many similar streets that butt up 
against the O-Train path. 

The outlandish idea of building a 
condo tower on this tiny street zoned 
for up to four storeys has galvanized 
the community. Approving a tower 
in the middle of the village, contrary 
to zoning height limits, would risk 
being the thin edge of the wedge if 
raised as a precedent by other devel-
opers. 

Initially, the community met 
with City councillors and the plan-
ning committee to remind them that 
not only was the proposed develop-
ment inappropriate and unwelcome, 
it was unnecessary, since the City 
had already reached its intensifica-
tion targets in the area up to the year 
2030. 

It soon became apparent that for 
some inexplicable reason, City staff 
and councillors (save for the ward’s 
councillor) were more sympathetic 
to the developer, who bought the 
lots knowing the four storey height 
limit, than they were for their con-
stituents and residents who lived in 
the neighbourhood. 

Little Italy, pg. 4

Sean Zio / the BUZZ

Save Little Italy celebrates “village 
within the city”

THERESA REDMOND

Out for a walk on one of the quiet paths of Little Italy.
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Next Issue

The next issue of The BUZZ will be published  
July 18. Contact the managing editor  

for submission deadlines.

Letters to the editor
Re: City conducts safety 

review of planned Transit-
way detour

Dear Editor,
Thank you for covering 

the issue of the diversion of 
the Transitway to Albert and 
Scott Streets during light 
rail construction, which is of 
great concern to many resi-
dents.

I must point out, how-
ever, that the photograph 
accompanying the story is 
incorrect. The photograph is 
labelled as the intersection of 
Albert and Scott, but it is ac-
tually the intersection of Al-
bert and Slater. The section 
of Albert shown in the photo 
—with a wide, treed buffer 
between the roadway and the 
multi-use pathway—is part 

of the current Transitway 
and will remain so du+ring 
light rail construction.

Residents are concerned 
about the section of Albert 
farther west, between Em-
press Avenue and Bayview 
Road, which currently carries 
little bus traffic but will be 
widened to 6 and 7 lanes so 
that it can become the Tran-
sitway for two-and-a-half 
years during light rail con-
struction. In my column in 
this issue of the Buzz, I have 
provided some photographs 
of this section of Albert that 
illustrate residents’ concerns 
about the diversion.

Sincerely,
Diane Holmes
Councillor, Somerset Ward

2017 Ideas Forum

On June 8, from 1:00 to 
3:00 pm in Council Cham-
bers at City Hall, the 2017 
Task Force and I will be 
hosting an Ideas Forum for 
2017. 

This event will bring to-
gether leaders from Ottawa’s 
arts and culture and business 
communities to discuss how 
each organization can con-
tribute toward the offerings 
in 2017 or attract conven-
tions and events to Ottawa.

Our country’s 150th 
birthday is important and we 
have been working hard for a 
few years now to ensure that 
we are doing all that we can 
to put together a year that no-
body will forget. 

But we need to hear from 

you so that all the best ideas 
are made public and acted 
upon. 

There is no idea too big or 
too small to be considered. 

Maybe you have an idea 
for a festival that Ottawa 
could host. Or a special 2017 
concert or art show. 

In less than 1,150 days, 
our country will celebrate its 
150th birthday in 2017. 

I am writing to ask mem-
bers of the public for your 
ideas on how we can cel-
ebrate this milestone in Ot-
tawa. 

Jim Watson
Mayor
www.ottawa2017.ca

by Mayor Jim Watson

Since long before I 
ran for City Council 
in Capital Ward in 

1991, people had been ask-
ing what we should do with 
Lansdowne Park.

It was a historical land-
mark; on that everyone could 
agree. But should it be pre-
served as it is? Should it be 
renovated? Should it be torn 
down? These were some of 
the many questions that were 
asked about Lansdowne, 
without answers, from be-
fore my time as a Council-
lor right up until only a few 
years ago. 

It was clear that the sta-
tus quo at Lansdowne was 
not sustainable. A crumbling 
stadium surrounded by a sea 
of asphalt was an eyesore for 
the city especially when the 
beautiful Aberdeen Pavilion 

sat in the middle of it. But 
what to do?

This council inherited 
a plan that would see Lans-
downe Park transformed into 
a mixed-use facility. The plan 
needed work and we worked 
hard not only to improve 
it but also to get shovels in 
the ground and implement 
it so that years of indecision 
would be behind us.

Some people raised con-
cerns about our plan for 
Lansdowne, and I agree that 
neither the process by which 
it came about nor the plan 
itself is perfect. But perfec-
tion is the enemy of getting 
things done. Our plan means 
a significant improvement 
and revitalization of Lans-
downe and I am thrilled that 
it is almost complete. 

On July 18, we will 
welcome the Ottawa RED-
BLACKS to the CFL at TD 

Place for their home opener. 
The long wait for CFL foot-
ball to return to Ottawa is 
now over and I can’t wait to 
be there to cheer on our team 
as they push for the Grey 
Cup. TD Place will also play 
host to the Ottawa Fury soc-
cer team whose season is al-
ready underway as they do 
our city proud in the North 
American Soccer League. 

In August, we will open 
the urban park at east end 
of Lansdowne that will see 
three times more green space 
(18 acres) than was previ-
ously there, four times more 
trees, 7.2 kilometres of side-
walks and pathways, and five 
pieces of public art. 

Lansdowne Park had al-
ways been a misnomer be-
cause there had never been 
much park space in it. Now, 
there will be ample space 
for people to have a picnic, 

throw a Frisbee, or just enjoy 
our beautiful city outdoors. 

And finally this fall, our 
retail shops will open. A mix 
of stores and restaurants both 
familiar and new will make 
up this site that will serve to 
bring people to Lansdowne 
year-round in addition to 
providing great options for 
before and after a game or 
concert. 

This promises to be an 
exciting summer and fall 
for Lansdowne and for our 
city. It has been a long time 
coming, but I am happy that 
Lansdowne Park will once 
again be a place that Ottawa 
residents can be proud of. 

Watch for the official 
park opening, where we will 
pay tribute to Lansdowne’s 
past with a community cel-
ebration on Saturday, August 
16.

FROM THE MAYOR’S DESK

Lansdowne Park

A City of Ottawa image showing an artists’ rendering of the completed Lansdowne Park. 
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by Charlie Crabb and Steven 
Fouchard

Glow Fair, the 
wide-ranging arts 
festival coming 

to Bank Street later this 
month, is putting a new 
twist on the festival of 
lights concept that orga-
nizers say will illuminate 
the neighbourhood even in 
daylight.

 The two-day event gets 
underway on June 20 and 
features a diverse array of 

music — from Ottawa’s own 
Souljazz Orchestra to Span-
ish DJ duo Chus+Ceballos 
— along with displays of vi-
sual art and, of course, light.

Ensuring light would be 
a feature of every part of 
Glow Fair, even in its early, 
daylight hours, was “a chal-
lenge,” says Bank Street BIA 
head Christine Leadman. 
She adds, however, that the 
participating visual artists 
were up to it.

“The actual art pieces 
themselves will be in vi-

brant, bright colours. In the 
evening, it’s all lit. It’ll be 
translated into every aspect 
of the event.”

The street décor is be-
ing created by a local design 
firm, Avant-Garde.

Festival producer Sebas-
tien Provost explains that he 
drew inspiration from festi-
vals of light held in Shanghai 
and Las Vegas in meeting the 
Bank Street BIA’s challenge 
to create something “more 
than just another music fes-
tival.”

“At the heart of the proj-
ect, it’s really about shining 
a light on Bank Street, Cen-
tretown and all of the great 
things that are happening,” 
Provost adds.

Leadman says the fes-
tival needed to be “some-
thing different in order to be 
more reflective of the people 
downtown; something a little 
edgier.”

“Bank Street can be 
very edgy,” she adds with a 
laugh.

Provost notes that BIA 
studies show Centretown to 
be relatively youthful, with a 
high proportion of residents 
under 40 years old. That’s 
partly why Glow Fair will 
include events taking place 
after the official end time 
each night. And the whats, 

whens and wheres will only 
be revealed at the last minute 
online.

“Everyone loves a sur-
prise,” says Leadman. 
“We’re looking at how we 
distinguish ourselves: make 
something that’s unique and 
different. It’s putting all those 
elements together to make it 
a fun, entertaining and novel 
festival.”

That’s not to suggest any-
one over 40-years-old should 
feel left out, says Provost, 
noting that a wide variety of 
musical genres will be repre-
sented and the acts were cho-
sen with audiences of many 
ages in mind.

The merchants are get-
ting involved, too. Twelve 
restaurants and bars, includ-
ing Connor’s, The Buzz 
and the Royal Oaks, will be 
extending patios onto the 
street. Even Eggspectations 
is joining in on the fun. The 
breakfast hub will be open-
ing as a night club on the 
Saturday night, according to 
Provost.   

Strategy Games, locat-
ed in between Cooper and 
Lisgar on Bank Street, will 
have a “ginormous” neon-
checkered board outside for 
festival goers to play chess, 
according to store manager 
David Gordon. 

“I would say the dimen-
sions are about ten-by-ten,” 
says Gordon. “I might be out 
there to play if anyone asks” 

The festival area, Bank 
between Slater and Gilmour, 
will be closed to parking and 
attendees are being urged to 
walk, bike or use transit in 
order to have a more person-
al experience with the neigh-
bourhood, and to responsibly 
enjoy an adult beverage or 
two.

“It makes it that much 
more fun for people,” says 
Leadman. “They can be re-
laxed about it and find an 
alternate way to get home. 
It’s really about being down-
town, enjoying the down-
town, walking and cycling 
into the area and being part 
of a community. You don’t 
need your car to do that.”

Full details on the Glow 
Fair line-up are available at 
glowfair.ca.

Glow Fair plans to light up Bank Street

Grammy Award-winning remix artist Hex Hector is among 
the artists set to perform at Glow Fair.

Academy Award-winning vocalist Judith Hill is among the 
artists set to perform at Glow Fair.
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Saving Little Italy: a village within the city

Enjoying a fundraising dinner organized by Save Little Italy.

thereSa redmond / the BUZZ

Participating in a “cleanup day” organized by Save Little 
Italy. 

thereSa redmond / the BUZZ

(cont. from pg. 1)
While the community 

continues to support inten-
sification on the periphery, 
it was clear the integrity of 
Little Italy was in jeopardy.

Realizing that the City 
was going to side with the 
developer over the commu-
nity only served to firm the 
community’s resolve and 

triggered a growing move-
ment. 

A “Save Little Italy” com-
munity group has formed and 
is raising funds for legal and 
planning expertise in the un-
fortunate event an appeal to 
the Ontario Municipal Board 
becomes necessary. This 
would happen if the City 
continues to ignore commu-

nity concerns and approves 
the Norman Street tower. 

Over spring 2014, the 
Save Little Italy group is 
presenting its “Getting to 
Know Little Italy” series of 
events, hosted and supported 
by local businesses, includ-
ing fundraising dinners, a 
beer garden, comedy night, 
community spring clean-up 

with food for the volunteers 
provided by local business, 
sales of  a ‘Save Little Italy” 
brand of coffee roasted in 
the neighbourhood, locally 
designed and made T-shirts, 
and other interesting activi-
ties.

Jane Jacobs is famous for 
her visionary work on how 
to support liveable commu-
nities. She has inspired many 
cities and citizens alike to 
look at how their cities grow 
and what things, small and 
large, can be done to make 
them greener, healthier and 
pleasing places to live. 

As Luciano completes 
this year’s Jane’s Walk in our 
neighbourhood, we in Little 
Italy think we know what ad-
vice Jane Jacobs would give 
the City of Ottawa if asked 
her view on the Norman 
Street tower. 

But I’ll let her speak for 
herself. She said, “The pseu-
doscience of planning seems 
almost neurotic in its deter-
mination to imitate failure, 
and ignore success.” 

Maybe City Council and 
City planners will listen to 
the community, do the right 
thing, turn down the Norman 
Street tower and prove Jane 
Jacobs wrong, for once.
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by Joan Spice 

A s a “participant” 
in the appeal to 
the OMB (Ontario 

Municipal Board) against 
the Secondary Plan for 
Centretown, which was 
approved by City Hall on 
May 8, 2013, I have been 
invited to participate in 
the City’s Small Moments 
study along with the ap-
pellants (“parties” to the 
appeal) and five “par-
ticipants” in the appeal (a 
more restricted role).

These parties and partici-
pants include several of the 
major Centretown develop-
ers, the Centretown Citizens 
Community Association, the 
Centretown Citizens Ot-
tawa (Housing) Corporation 
(CCOC), Daniel Mullally 
and Brian Bourns as parties 
and five individuals as par-
ticipants.   At time of writing, 
the Small Moments study 
has involved only these par-
ties and participants—about 
a dozen or so individuals and 
representatives.

Timelines 
May 8, 2013:   City ap-

proves Community Design 
Plan for Centretown includ-
ing direction to staff to un-
dertake a Small Moments 
study.

April 28, 2014:   the first 
consultant presentation on 
Small Moments to parties 
and participants to the OMB 
appeal.

May 26:  the second and 
final consultant City Presen-

tation on Small Moments to 
the same group.

June 9:   four hour open 
house/public consultation 
meeting at City.

July 8:   Staff proposals 
to be presented to City Plan-
ning Committee.

July 9:  City Council de-
cisions.

What’s at Stake
The concept of a small 

moment was first introduced 
in early drafts of the Com-
munity Design Plan (CDP) 
and described as a way to 
provide much needed “green 
moments” to Centretown 
—“including urban plazas, 
squares, terraces and pocket 
parks” in order to “soften 
the urban character of the 
neighbourhood and enhance 
opportunities for passive rest 
and safe play”.

No operational plan to 
implement Small Moments 
is included in the CDP.    

The City has not final-
ized its recommendations on 
Small Moments but these are 
some of the key possibilities 
that have been presented. 

The Small Moments pol-
icy would apply to the area 
between Kent and Elgin, 
south of Cooper, mostly a 
nine-storey maximum area.

A small moment would 
be 10 percent of the lot area 
with a minimum size of 200 
m2.

Heights of up to 15 sto-
ries would be possible on lots 
providing a Small Moment. 

If approved by City 
Council, the Small Moments 

policy could be in addition to 
the Tall Landmark Buildings 
(TLB) policy already ap-
proved as part of the Second-
ary Plan, which allows for 
buildings up to a maximum 
of 27 storeys if specified 
stringent criteria are met.   

One of the TLB criteria 
requires either a significant 
public institutional use (e.g 
cultural or community facil-
ity) onsite  or that a “con-
tiguous area of a minimum 
of approximately 40 per-
cent” of the site in question 
be provided as a publicly ac-
cessible and publicly owned 
open space. 

The Small Moment pro-
posals are very complex.    
The main impact of this pol-
icy (positive or negative) if 
approved and implemented 
would be in mid-Centretown, 
but potential tall buildings 
on Kent Street would also 
impact on the low rise resi-
dential and heritage area im-
mediately west of Kent.    

See the CCCA article in 
this issue for further infor-
mation including City and 
CCCA contact information.    
Attend the June 17 CCCA 
Board meeting and the July 
8 City Planning Committee 
meeting  (to confirm, check 
the CCCA or City website).    
I am a member of the CCCA 
and the CCCA Planning 
Committee but this article  is 
my own.    If you wish to dis-
cuss any issue raised in this 
article, you may contact me 
at jspice@bell.net.

Tall buildings and small moments: 

Above: A frame from the City’s presentation on the Small Moments project, illustrating  
the size of a 200- to 400-square metre space.

Below: a map from the same presentation of the locations of potential Small Moments 
developments. The presentation gives some suggestions for corner and mid-block spaces 
which could be turned into small greenspaces or other public-use spaces.

City of ottawa

The future of Centretown?
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by Rosemary Tayler

Alison Clegg, steer-
ing committee 
member of the 

Good Food Markets at 
Nanny Goat Hill Commu-
nity Garden, announced 
that there will be outdoor 
veggie markets in the park-
ing lot across from 570 
Laurier Avenue West every 
two weeks from May to 
September.

Ms. Clegg said, “Two 
years ago, we held two pilot 
markets at this location, one 
in July and one in August. 
Last year, with assistance 
from the Community Foun-
dation of Ottawa to fund co-
ordinator positions, we held 
four monthly outdoor mar-
kets and four indoor ones. 
This year, again with funding 
from the Community Foun-
dation of Ottawa as well as 
a Trillium Foundation grant, 
we will host summer markets 
every two weeks and several 
indoor winter ones. In all, we 
are planning to expand to 12 
markets.”

Good Food Markets 
started up in 2012, under the 
Anti-Poverty and Hunger 
Initiative based at the Ride-
au-Rockcliffe Community 
Centre in Vanier. It was this 
collective organization that 
reached out to the two local 
foundations to hire staff to 
help coordinate the markets. 

At that time, there were 
four market locations, in-
cluding the Nanny Goat 
Hill Market on Laurier near 
Bronson. Last year, there 
were six locations and over 
30 markets. This year, the 
objective is to offer fresh, 
affordable vegetables and 
fruits at eight locations with 
over 50 markets.

Ms. Clegg continued, 
“Our goal is not only to 
make it easy to obtain fresh, 
healthy produce for people 
living in this Centretown 
neighbourhood, but also to 
encourage the vibrant sense 
of community that each mar-
ket brings. Children come 
with their parents and play 
together. At our market in 
May, young ones took home 

little tomato plants that were 
donated by an elderly gentle-
man living nearby. Several 
people invited friends to 
go with them and, together, 
they enjoyed this lively oc-
casion.”

“We also have a table for 
community food advisors. 
These volunteers share cook-
ing tips and samples in their 
effort to educate others about 
the value of such vegetables 
as kale, carrots and squash.”

While each market is 
organized by a paid coor-
dinator, funded through the 
Trillium and Community 
Foundation grants, their suc-
cess is very much dependent 
upon the numerous dedicated 
volunteers who help set up 
tents, price and arrange food, 
serve coffee and cookies, and 
meet and greet customers.

If anyone is interested in 
volunteering at these mar-
kets, please contact the Nan-
ny Goat Hill Market Coordi-
nator, Shannon Szkurhan, at 
shannonszkurhan@hotmail.
com.

Summer markets every 
two weeks: Good Food 
Markets are back

The May 2014 Good Food Market drew a crowd. The Good Food Markets have been grow-
ing steadily, and organizers plan to nearly double the number of fresh food markets held 
during the year. At the markets, shoppers have a chance to buy fresh, local vegetables.

roSemary tayler / the BUZZ

by Iona Green 

The Community Foun-
dation of Ottawa 
has issued a city-

wide challenge to the non-
profit sector to devise new 
and innovative ways to ad-
dress issues around food 
security in the city. And 
they’re putting a $125,000 
grant behind it to support 
any group that develops the 
best approach to improving 
the community’s access to 
affordable, nutritious food. 
It’s all part of the Foun-
dation’s first New Leaf 
Community Challenge, an 
initiative that is designed 
to help cultivate a fresh ap-
proach to tackling Ottawa’s 
most pressing needs.

According to recent sta-
tistics, more than 75,000 
Ottawa residents worry they 
won’t have enough food to 
feed themselves or their fam-
ilies due to finances and/or 
their living situations. Over 
the last three years, there has 
been a 12 percent increase 
in food bank users—over a 

third of whom are children. 
And, according to Ottawa 
Public Health’s “The Price of 
Eating Well” report, Ottawa 
seniors receiving Old Age 
Security and the Guaranteed 
Income Supplement may be 
left with only $180 at the end 
of the month, after paying 
their rent and buying food.

“It’s these kinds of dis-
turbing numbers and trends 
in our city that we’re hoping 
to change with this challenge 
by inspiring and empower-
ing the community to find 
innovative, sustainable solu-
tions to Ottawa’s most press-
ing needs,” said Marco Pa-
gani, president and CEO of 
the Community Foundation 
of Ottawa, “and we feel that 
helping to provide better ac-
cess to nutritious, affordable 
food is definitely the right 
place to start.”

“Over the years, we’ve 
provided significant support 
to a wide variety of impor-
tant community causes and 
organizations working to ad-
dress this critical issue, from 
the Ottawa Food Bank to the 

pop-up Good Food Markets, 
including the one hosting us 
today” said Marco. 

“Launching an initiative 
and grant of this magnitude 
is the critical next step for 
the Community Foundation 
of Ottawa, as it gives us an 
opportunity to provide stra-
tegic support at a time when 
real and lasting solutions are 
within our grasp.”

Charitable organizations 
and partnering groups will 
have until September 15 to 
submit a five-page proposal 
for a project that will create 
sustainable, systemic change 
in the area of food security 
and access to nutritious, af-
fordable food in Ottawa. 

The top three projects 
will then be invited to make 
a presentation to a jury of lo-
cal leaders at a live commu-
nity event in the fall where 
the top-ranked proposal will 
be announced and awarded 
$125,000 to deliver the proj-
ect by the end of 2015.

Community Foundation of Ottawa launches 
$125,000 community challenge
First New Leaf Community Challenge will fund local access to nutritious, affordable food

Mario Pagani, president and CEO of the Community Foundation of Ottawa, announces 
the Community Foundation of Ottawa $125,000 community challenge on May 31 at 
Nanny Goat Hill’s Good Food Market. 

roSemary tayler / the BUZZ
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736 Bank St. at Second            613 234-6353
info@capitalhomehardware.ca

Only at

4 Piece Wicker/Steel Coffee Set 
with Cushions    

Superior quality 
(F Corriveau)    

ONLY $349.97
REGULAR PRICE: $514.99

AWESOME DEAL! 
$165 OFF

15 sets left! In-store promotion while supplies last.

CCCA SENIORS COMMITTEE

Engaging with others

by Nathalie Thirlwall  
for the CCCA Seniors 
Committee

Relationships with 
other people are 
an integral part of 

being human, and form the 
basis of community life. 
Learning and loving are 
essential processes that in-
volve others. 

One challenge that se-
niors may face is finding op-
portunities to be engaged in 
relationships. Some elders 
find themselves isolated and 
on the periphery of society.   
What can be done to over-
come this challenge?  

It is helpful to reflect on 
a few aspects to guide your 
decisions. 

There are those who are 
inclined to socialize with 
people of different ages, en-
abling them to link to the 

vitality that youth generates 
and the changing culture and 
evolving environment.  

There are also those who 
prefer to mingle with their 
own peer group, facilitating 
encounters with individuals 
who share similar issues, as 
well as extended life expe-
riences. In either case, this 
may depend on specific ac-
tivities and can change. 

Centretown has a range 
of options for social encoun-
ters: some “one-offs,” some 
drop-in situations, some 
more regular and some re-
quiring registration. 

There is also the option to 
volunteer, i.e., to serve your 
community and meet people 
that way. One can volunteer 
through an organization or 
simply help a neighbour or 
friend. One recent example 
was a senior cutting a youth’s 
hair in her Centretown back-

yard (see photo). 
Programs can focus on 

intellectual, physical, spiri-
tual or social aspects.  A 
note from a doctor may be 
required for certain physical 
activities. 

The activities can be 
themed—book clubs, chess, 
bridge, line dancing, learn-
ing a new language, etc.

A list of some of the more 
public places and organiza-
tions that offer social oppor-
tunities and activities follows 
below. Some of these require 
registration with applicable 
fees, while others are free. 

The list is by no means 
complete; rather, it offers a 
taste of what is available to 
pursue. Note that the sched-
ules are subject to change; 
therefore, it is best to contact 
the organizations directly or 
investigate online to see what 
is currently available.

A senior helps a local youth out with a haircut in her back yard.

Stephen thirlwall / the BUZZ

Get out and get involved! 

Below are a number of ideas for ways 
to get out, experience your community and 
meet your neighbours.

Ottawa Public Library (lunch time or 
evening talks, learning language circles, 
computer and technology, geneology, etc.): 
120 Metcalfe (corner of Laurier St. W.), 
613-580-2940 or biblioottawalibrary.ca/en

Centretown Community Health Cen-
tre (healthy eating, community diabetes 
education program, etc.): 420 Cooper St, 
Ottawa, ON K2P 2N6 (corner of Bank St.), 
613-233-4443 or www.centretownchc.org/
en/programs-and-services.aspx

Good Companion Seniors Centre 
(fitness, working with weights, zumba 
dancing, etc.): 670 Albert, 613-236-0428 
or www.thegoodcompanions.ca/programs-
services/

There are many senior citizens resi-
dences.  They are listed at: www.ottawase-
niors.com/reslist.php?query_id=2

The Palisades (physical exercise): 480 
Metcalfe Street, 613-565-5212 or crc1pali-
sades@symphonyseniorliving.com

McNabb Recreation Centre (Tai Chi, 
yoga, pottery, etc.): 180 Percy St (corner 
of Gladstone): 613-564-1070 or ottawa.ca/
en/residents/parks-and-recreation/recre-
ation-facilities/recreation-centre-locations/
mcnabb-recreation

Jack Purcell Recreation Association 
(located in a short laneway between Glad-
stone and Elgin): swimming, dodgeball, 
painting classes, Wednesday Night Social 
Dance, social and ballroom dancing for 
40+, etc. 320 Jack Purcell Ln, 613-564-
1050 or jpra.ca/program-category/seniors-
65/

YMCA (swimming lessons, aquatics 
programs, etc.): 180 Argyle Ave., 613- 
788-5000 or www.ymcaywca.ca/Program-
Services/

Ottawa Chinese Community Ser-
vice Centre (language, settlement, etc.): 
381 Kent St., 613-235-4875 or occsc.
org/?lang=en

Bronson Centre (concerts, varied ac-
tivities, etc.): 211 Bronson Ave, 613-237-
5550 or www.bronsoncentre.ca/

Parks (as follows) also offer opportuni-
ties to meet people, play games at the game 
tables, picnic and enjoy nature.

McNabb Park (behind the community 
centre on Percy and Gladstone)

Minto Park (Elgin and Gilmour)

Dundonald Park (Somerset and Bay), 
Friends of Dundonald assist with the plant-
ing and care of the park. The park is a 
setting for backyard games like bocce, 
hooping, badminton etc. Look for people 
in bright orange t-shirts. Weekly | Tuesday 
June 3—Aug. 27 10:00—11:30 am

Volunteering  (many other opportuni-
ties exist):

The Friends’ Bookshop: Main Library 
(basement), Ottawa Public Library, 120 
Metcalfe (corner of Laurier St. W.) 613-
580-2424 Ext. 32346 or www.ottawapub-
liclibraryfriends.ca/en/page/bookstores

Meals on Wheels Ottawa (meal de-
livery, family volunteering, food sorting, 
office support): 670 Albert, 613-233-2424 
or www.mealsonwheels-ottawa.org/index.
php?option=com_content&view=article&
id=88&Itemid=86&lang=en

Many different music and arts fes-
tivals (e.g., Chamber Music Festival, Ot-
tawa International Jazz Festival, Ottawa 
International Writers Festival).
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What’s happening? Albert Street will become the Transitway from early 2016 to 
late 2018 while the Rideau Transit Group (RTG) builds the light rail system. RTG will 
widen Albert to six and seven lanes and all Transitway buses – approximately 2500 
per day – will use the street.   

View of the new Albert Street Transitway from a child’s bedroom window

Who will be affected?  Hundreds of people live near Albert, including many fami-
lies with small children. Subsidized housing providers have many apartments and 
townhouses on and near Albert, which is also home to a seniors housing co-op and 
the Good Companions Seniors’ Centre.  

There is a particular concern about the safety of pedestrians and cyclists. 
Transit users will likely be delayed.  And when Lebreton Station moves to Albert, 

bus riders will cross six lanes of busy traffic to transfer to Gatineau-bound buses. 
 What can be done to protect people’s health and safety? 
1. Reduce the number of buses on Albert
In 2010, the previous Council approved using several routes for the buses—in-

cluding the Sir John A. Macdonald Parkway—to minimize local impacts. 
2. Make the street safer during the detour

RTG’s current plan has no buffer between this crumbling sidewalk in front of a 
seniors’ housing co-op and the Transitway bus lane

Last month, Transportation Committee and Council passed my motion to build a 
temporary pathway south of Albert Street as an alternative to the O-Train bridge. Staff 
were also directed to increase the buffer between the Transitway bus lanes and south 
sidewalk, and to erect a barrier where feasible.  

A 2012 safety audit found that pedestrians on the south side of Albert are at in-
creased risk because of the deteriorating sidewalk—even without the Transitway 
buses. 

3. Monitor air quality 
Thanks to the persistence of residents, air quality along Albert will be monitored 

before and during the detour. 
RTG will present its final plan for the Transitway diversion at an information ses-

sion on Monday, June 16, at Tom Brown Arena, from 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm.  
Residents expect RTG to present a plan that protects public health and safety.

The new Albert Street Transitway

Fire at 57 Preston
by Joanne Samson

On an early after-
noon on May 10, 
a fire broke out at 

57 Preston Street on an up-
per level of this stunning 
heritage row of privately 
owned apartments. The fire 
also caused some damage 
to unit 55. 

What caused this fire is 

still under investigation. For-
tunately, no was was hurt.

The people living in these 
units are proud homeowners 
and care deeply for this row. 
They are our community.  
These folks are in the pro-
cess of having the entire row 
repaired, and once again it 
will flourish and continue to 
survive. These homeowners 
take great pride not only in 

their community, but in their 
dwellings.

We, as a community, 
wish them well and thank 
them for being vigilant in re-
turning these  homes back to 
their original beauty. 

We hope to see a new 
face for this row in the very 
near future.

lindSay BUCkingham / the BUZZ

Joanne d. SamSon / the BUZZ

 Jamie Warren, a neighbor next door, was one of the first to call the fire department: he 
felt saddened  that this happened. 
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by Stephen Thirlwall

On May 17, Chi-
natown Remixed 
took place for 

the sixth time. For blocks 
along Somerset West, DJs 
laid down their tracks in 
a continuous pulse all af-
ternoon and evening. Peo-
ple of every age and type 
swarmed up and down the 
street. Some danced to the 
beat; some checked out 
local art on the walls of 
independent grocers, res-
taurants, cafes, and shops; 
others headed for the beer 
tent. 

A new book and record 
store, Troubadour, displayed 
blown-up photos of extreme 
skateboarders. The Shang-
hai Restaurant let everyone 
contribute to a hundred-
ingredient curried soup cho-
reographed by Chef Caroline 

Ishii. Participants tasted this 
later in the day, while artists 
drew chalk pictures on the 
walls. 

Rock Camp for Girls 
sold CDs and T-shirts. zen 
Kitchen offered unusual bar-
bequed vegan burgers, as the 
Enriched Bread Artists dis-
played a range of art pieces 
around their salon. Tables 
were filled at Monopolatte, 
where players can choose 
from 800 board games (in-
structions in playing are of-
fered by staff). 

Smiles and chatting pre-
vailed as brightly coloured 
and variously dressed peo-
ple carried passports to be 
stamped at each of the 38 
numbered art sites along 
the route. Much of the 
streetscape had been enliv-
ened with Asian-themed mu-
rals painted during the last 
year by students from the Ot-

tawa School of Art. 
Outdoor and indoor ac-

tivities included free henna 
painting on skin, button and 
bird making, origami work-
shops, video projections, live 
performance, and evening 
concerts. And of course, Chi-
na Doll made appearances. 

In the five hours I spent 
there, I couldn’t quite take 
everything in. The art will 
be up for view for an entire 
month. 

About 115 works by 
“awesomearthunt” will be 
placed around the city a week 
after the Remix opening to 
be found and taken home. 

It’s worth the trip down 
to Chinatown to explore the 
scene, take in the art, and 
remix your thoughts. Many 
thanks go to the Chinatown 
BIA and other organizers and 
sponsors.

The Remix

Chalk art on the walls at Shanghai Restaurant.

Stephen thirlwall / the BUZZ

Stephen thirlwall / the BUZZ

Crowds outside the Shanghai Restaurant at Chinatown Remixed.

Stephen thirlwall / the BUZZ

Art by Sarah Tue-Fee (seated).

Stephen thirlwall / the BUZZ

Viewing an exhibit of shared Instagram images. 

Stephen thirlwall / the BUZZ

Children spent hours checking the pockets in this piece of outdoor, interactive art. 
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by Stephen Thirlwall

(1) Agnes Ivan

Artists are not 
born overnight. 
They develop and 

evolve over time. A gifted 
few have a head start, but 
they too must go through 
periods of learning and 
testing out different meth-
ods and approaches and 
face frustrations and suc-
cesses before they hit their 
stride. 

While drawing, painting, 
sculpting, or mixed media 
work may be done in solitude, 
the artists are influenced by 
past teachers and famous art-
ists, as well as contemporary 
artists, critics, dealers, col-
lectors, and others, who form 
the artistic community that 
interacts with them. Similar-
ly, those who just “appreciate 
art” also evolve their percep-
tions and understandings. In 
this context, it is wonderful 
to see older, well established 
artists giving their time to 
present talks, workshops or 
master classes to others. 

In early May, I attended a 
free talk at Wallack’s Gallery 
on Bank Street. The front 
window and gallery walls 
displayed a suite of primarily 
large abstract works of Ag-
nes Ivan, the speaker, care-
fully selected from a much 
wider pool of her paintings 
by Dan Pellerin, the gallery’s 
manager. While only nine 
people attended the talk, at-
tention and enthusiasm were 
high. AIVAN (as she signs 

her paintings) spoke about 
her artistic training, her early 
period of urban landscape 
painting in browns, grays, 
bronzes and black, and her 
movement into brighter 
colours and increased ab-
straction since spending time 
in Spain in 1987. An earlier 
fixation on shadows and sil-
houettes in landscapes as 
captured in photographs sud-
denly transformed into bold 
black marks across swirling 
colours “as emotions poured 
out with the paint.” She says, 
“When painting, conscious 
thinking stops. The hand 
knows where to go.”

Ivan was born in Buda-
pest, moving to Canada in 
1962 and Ottawa in 1967. 
She began art studies at Ot-
tawa Tech, continuing at 
the Ontario College of Art. 
Through the 1970s, she re-
ceived various Ontario Arts 
Council and Canada Council 
grants that spurred on her 
work. 

Her numerous exhibi-
tions have extended from Ot-
tawa, Montreal and Toronto 
to London, Paris, Spain and 
Germany. Professionally, 
Ivan continues to both cre-
ate new paintings and teach 
classes at the Ottawa School 
of Art.

These days, Ivan paints 
on the floor to compensate 
for the limitations of her 
apartment space. Often, 
she starts a work after be-
ing stimulated by a piece of 
music, a film or book. Her 
preferred medium is acrylic 
paint, which she applies with 

a brush, typically following a 
circular motion. 

Beginning with one 
colour, she then places both 
harmonizing and contrast-
ing colours. Bright reds, 
blues, and oranges are her 
favourites. She spontane-
ously mixes colours, particu-
larly using white to produce 
various shades of the domi-
nant colours. Except for a 
few recent paintings, most 
contain bold black strokes. 
Ivan makes strong use of 
how colours change with the 
light levels in a room. A well 
known local artist present at 
the talk pointed out her “con-
fidence and moxie.”

She always seeks a bal-
ance between colours and 

forms which emerge on the 
canvas, and between the 
background and foreground. 
Vision, intellect, and emo-
tion must come together. 
She then stops, observing 
the painting over a few days, 
weeks or months while she 
begins work on the next one. 

The flow of movement 
in the picture is important to 
her. If a work does not stand 
up to the test of time, she 
goes back to it until she can’t 
think of any more additions 
or changes. Some paintings 
happen quickly, others un-
fold with time. 

To enhance certain pic-
tures, Ivan scribbles on them 
with oil sticks. These marks 
appear like calligraphy. In 
the 1980s, she especially 
used small personalized fig-
ures—X, O, a heart shape, bi-
cycles. An influence of graf-
fiti shows in her later works. 
As one attendee commented, 
“There are so many elements 
and things in the picture to 
look at. You don’t get bore. 
It’s like a fancy carpet.”

Her concluding advice 
was that artists take time to 
truly get a sense of each me-
dium they use. 

The conclusion of the 
others present was that one 
of her larger works would 
look great in a wider viewing 
space, such as the National 
Gallery.

(2) Paul Saindon

Paul Saindon is a 
man with a mission. 
He has been hold-

ing painting workshops 
at almost all branches of 
the Ottawa Public Library 
throughout the spring to 
share his learning and 
techniques. In these ses-
sions, he goes over both 
the basics of beginning a 
painting and important in-
sights into how to achieve 
a mature level through 

knowing how to properly 
use watercolour, acrylic 
and oil media; the various 
tools (brushes, trowels, 
and putty knives); working 
surfaces (stretched canvas, 
board, glass); and other 
necessary props (carrying 
bags, easels, palettes) in 
conjunction with essential 
principles of light, percep-
tion, and colour. Saindon 
studied with the Ottawa 
School of Art, but then 
pursued his own experi-
mentation, drawing on ex-
periences of other artists.

This program is quite 
unique for Saindon, who, 
while he had professionally 
worked as a school teacher, 
as an artist (now full time), 
he usually works in the back-
ground. He keeps present but 
not really noticed. As he rides 
on a bus or sits in a cafe, he 
draws continually with pen 
or charcoal, catching the 
setting and the movement 
of people within it. While 
living in Gloucester East, 
he sometimes visits Cen-
tretown. Standing in a small 
nook along the Bank Street, 
he quietly paints, nearly in-
visible to those passing. He 
observes, takes photos or 
does pencil or paint sketches 
from which he develops larg-
er works. 

Saindon produces a con-
siderable number of beauti-
ful landscapes, both urban 
and natural, with majestic 
mountains, billowing clouds, 
sweeping fields, quiet forests 
at midnight in the winter, and 
village and city streetscapes. 
He gave examples show-
ing final works and a series 
of slides covering the main 
steps in development of the 
paintings. 

I can now understand 
why he is a master at cap-
turing and displaying light. 
Saindon makes full use of 
the fact that the contrast of 
light and darkness, and the 

tones in between, are the 
primary means by which hu-
mans visually see and com-
prehend things. The first step 
in his painting is to mark 
the different areas of light 
and dark, with a few simple 
lines. Then he begins to lay 
on paint in each area, giving 
colour to the patches of light 
and darkness. 

At each following step, 
he refines his colour selec-
tion (shade and intensity) and 
details of the features in the 
picture. Saindon emphasizes 
that each colour strongly in-
fluences the colour next to it. 
He displayed how one colour 
can cause optical illusion in 
the shade of a neighbour-
ing colour. If you don’t pay 
attention to this, you may 
not portray the colours you 
want.

Personally, I am moved 
most by his portraits. Not 
only do they exhibit exqui-
site light in human form, they 
capture something close to 
the essence of the real people 
he paints. His portrait cata-
logue includes nudes, musi-
cians, friends, family, and 
people on the street. Some 
are presented in interesting 
home settings (“indoor land-
scapes”). For him, capturing 
“essences” does not mean 
portraying the subject in hy-
perrealism. Instead his paint-
ings have a partial impres-
sionistic feel. He strongly 
argues “Don’t paint all that 
you see, just the essential 
parts that get your message 
or image across.” Also, he 
can replicate the nuances of 
individuals to such a degree 
that if you knew the person 
in the painting, but only their 
back was shown, you would 
still recognize them.

His next mission is to 
write a book in French on 
painting “en plein air.”

Two senior artists share their wisdom 

Artist Agnes Ivan with one of her paintings. 

Stephen thirlwall / the BUZZ

Paul Saindon’s painting, “La pratique de chant.”
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by Kim Kilpatrick

I grew up listening to 
stories, audio books, 
and was read to regu-

larly, partly because my 
family is full of storytell-
ers and readers. 

Also because I have been 
totally blind since birth.

The sound of words, the 
pictures they paint, the way 
they bring me into other 
worlds, other eras, other 
places, and other times: I 
loved all of this more than 
TV and more than movies. 
I did not have to ask anyone 
what was going on. I could 
imagine for myself and the 
words told me.

When I became a profes-
sional storyteller, over ten 
years ago, it felt like the most 
natural thing in the world to 
be.

I create and tell stories of 
all types, including autobio-

graphical, historic, folk tales, 
and epic material.

My first real journey into 
epic material happened in 
2012 when I was one of 18 
storytellers bringing Hom-
er’s Odyssey to life at the 
NAC fourth stage.

The voices of each teller 
brought the story forward 
as it was meant to be heard, 
bringing the audience and 
tellers together in a unique 
and amazing experience—it 
was something I will never 
forget.

Also, working closely 
with a wonderful large team 
of storytellers is an amazing 
experience. Storytelling can 
sometimes be mostly an in-
dividual undertaking.

Now, we are back to 
Homer again: this time, the 
Iliad.

It will be performed by 
18 storytellers again at the 
NAC Fourth stage on June 

14, 2014.
When I first read the 

Iliad, it did not entrance 
me as the Odyssey did. 
But when we had our full 
run-through of the story on 
May 24 and 25, I was capti-
vated and moved. The story 
came to vivid life for me and 
everyone in the room.

The characters are com-
plex. The story is exciting. 
The different voices of each 
teller weaves a wonderful 
tapestry of sound.

Again, I am hon-
oured to be part of such 
a talented team of artists. 
This is a once in a lifetime 
experience. Don’t miss it!

The Iliad is a production 
of Ottawa Storytellers and 
two women productions.

www.ottawastorytellers.
com

www.2wp.ca

Centretown storyteller helps 
bring an ancient tale to life

Kim Kilpatrick is a Centretown resident and professional storyteller who will be taking 
part in a 12-hour retelling of Homer’s Iliad at the National Arts Centre. 

YOUR COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRES

by Xiaoxi Wang
City for All Women Initiative 
www.cawi-ivtf.org

Voter turnout has 
been on the de-
cline since the 

later 1970s.  In Ottawa’s 
municipal election, only 
44% of eligible residents 
voted – a decrease of 10% 
from the 2006 election. 
The impact of this trend 
is especially felt among 
low-income residents who 
are less likely to vote than 
higher income voters.

To turn this trend around, 
the City for All Women 
Initiative (CAWI) and the 
Coalition of Community 
Health and Resource Cen-
tres (CHRC), which includes 
the Centretown Commu-
nity Health Centre and the 
Somerset West Community 
Health Centre, have joined 
forces in a three-year proj-
ect, Making Votes Count 
Where We Live. The goal is 
to increase voter turnout in 
low-income neighbourhoods 
and among people living in 
poverty, both in urban and 
rural areas in Ottawa. 

To start this project, 
twenty-five women from 
low-income communities 
across Ottawa contributed 
to a recently released report: 
Making Votes Count Where 
We Live. Women held fo-
cus groups and interviews 
to identify barriers to vot-
ing and strategies to address 
those barriers. 

Over 200 people, includ-
ing Aboriginal people, Fran-
cophones, recent immigrants, 
people with disabilities, rural 
residents, seniors and youth 
shared their experience of 
voting. This information was 
especially timely given the 
provincial election called for 
June 12 this year.

The group found that 
the majority of participants 
felt positively about voting. 
They value voting as a right 
that gives them an opportuni-
ty to have their voices heard 
and to elect candidates who 
are accountable to them. In 
the words of Marta Restrepo, 
who recently received her 
citizenship: “I have a right 
to vote. I am happy to vote, 
eligible to vote and proud. 
I can’t complain if I don’t 
vote.”

And yet, participants in 
the research identified many 
barriers to voting.  They in-
clude questioning which 
politician to trust,  not un-
derstanding the political pro-
cess, finding it hard to get to 
the polls amidst competing 
priorities, not knowing how 
to vote, not being eligible to 
vote, not knowing enough 
about the candidates or find-
ing a candidate that repre-
sents them.

In the words of Jacque-
line Nyiramukwende, “it is 
the experience of poverty it-
self that will discourage one 
from voting, how do you find 
time juggling so many con-
cerns? Besides, people living 

on low income have come to 
the conclusion that, who will 
listen to a poor person any-
way.”

Four key issues emerged 
that are important for low-in-
come residents in the upcom-
ing municipal election: af-
fordable housing, affordable 
and safe transit, employment 
especially for immigrants 
and youth, and access to 
good food. 

“From the research, we 
identified four strategies to 
increase voter turnout among 
residents living on low-
income. We invite the com-
munity to join us in making 
them happen,” said Tong 
zhao-Ansari from CAWI. 

These strategies are: make 
it easy to vote; make it fun to 
vote; ignite the passion to 
make a difference; and build 
bridges between elected offi-
cials and residents.  

“In this way, Ottawa 
can hope to benefit from 
the insights of people liv-
ing on low-income, as they 
actively engage in the elec-
toral process and civic life 
of our city”, said Maria Friis, 
community developer at the 
Western Ottawa Community 
Resource Centre.

To view the full report, 
visit: www.coalitionottawa.
ca/en/advocacy/sustainable-
social-infrastructure/mak-
ing-votes-count-where-we-
live.aspx. 

Making votes count 
where we live

At the launch of the report Making Votes Count Where We Live, women hold up posters 
with four strategies to encourage people to vote, taken from the report.

Émilie Sartoretto / the BUZZ
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O’Connor Street Bikeway
Functional Planning Study

Notice of Study Commencement 
and Planning Workshop

Thursday June 26, 2014
Colonel By Room, 
Ottawa City Hall, 

110 Laurier Avenue West
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Registration is required: Space is limited, so please register by sending an e-mail to OConnorBike-
way@ottawa.ca by Monday, June 23.

The City of Ottawa has initiated a study that will develop a functional plan for a cycling facility 
along the O’Connor Street corridor. The goal is to develop a Cross-town Bikeway that would link 
Confederation Boulevard (at Wellington Street), the Central Business District, Centretown and the 
Glebe. The O’Connor Street Bikeway is classifi ed by the City’s Transportation Master Plan as a 
spine route and identifi ed in the Ottawa Cycling Plan as a Phase 1 Cross-town Bikeway project to 
be completed between 2014 and 2019.  The study focuses on the O’Connor Street right-of-way 
from Wellington Street to Glebe Avenue. Opportunities for cycling segments along Metcalfe Street 
will also be evaluated.

The study will review and evaluate alternative design options for the bikeway and will lead to a 
recommended functional design concept that has the highest likelihood of implementation based 
on technical feasibility, affordability and community input. 

Planning Workshop
Your participation will play a large part in the success of the project.  The process will be open and 
collaborative involving area residents, building and land owners, businesses, corridor travellers, as 
well as various municipal and agency interests. 

At this workshop participants will:

potential community concerns. 

Registration: Space is limited, so please register by sending an e-mail to OConnorBikeway@ 
ottawa.ca by Monday, June 23. 

For more information about the project, please visit the project website at 
ottawa.ca/OConnorBikeway or contact the City’s project manager:

Robert Grimwood, P.Eng.
City of Ottawa 
Senior Project Manager, Sustainable Transportation
Planning & Growth Management Department
City of Ottawa

Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 1J1
E-mail: robert.grimwood@ottawa.ca

R0012734258-0605

CAMBRIDGE STREET COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Cambridge Street School is busy!

by Ruth Stewart-Verger

We are reading! 
S t u d e n t s  a t 
Cambridge just 

wrapped up our 10th Kiwan-
nis Read-A-Thon. 

It is wonderful to see the 
school halls decorated with 
descriptions of favourite 
parts of books that Cam-
bridge students have read. 
Seven hundred books in just 
two short weeks! The an-
nual event is organized by 
Toshimi Matsumoto, our Li-
brary Technician, and Grade 
6 teacher Beth Walsh.  Stu-
dents read books at their own 
levels during class, at home, 
or at the Boys and Girls club. 
Classes set and surpassed 
their own goals. Way to go, 
Cambridge!

Medieval castles
The Grade Four students 

took on the roles of medieval 
occupations. They learned 
what a knight or a squire did, 

how a woodsman learned his 
task, and where the armourer 
worked. 

Augustine, who became 
an expert on medieval stone-
masons, was delighted to 
meet a bricklayer this week 
as the gentleman repaired  a 
wall in the Cambridge Street 
School play yard. He engaged 
the modern-day stonemason 
in a conversation comparing 
the job of the 12th century 
and that of today! 

In their grade 4/5 class-
room, Augustine, the stone-
mason, Matthew, the lord of 
the manor, Mahad, the jester, 
and Derron, the miller built a 
model castle, complete with 
working portcullis. 

The gear and pulley 
mechanism that raises and 
lowers the portcullis and 
drawbridges is fully func-
tional. Ah, what these kids 
learn in science class!

Call for volunteer
Cambridge Street School 

is looking for a webmaster.
We are planning to revise our 
website and are looking for 
someone who would be will-
ing to volunteer to build and 
maintain this vital compo-
nent of our communication 
with our parents, students 
and the wider community. 

If you are interested, 
please contact Alice Donach-
ey, principal at Cambridge 
Street School at 613-239-
2216 or alice.donachey@
ocdsb.ca.
Family fun night and play-
street: Wed. June 11 from 

5:00-7:00 pm
Come play on Cambridge 

Street at our School’s annual 
Family Fun Night and BBQ. 
This year, along with our 
usual BBQ and games we 
have teamed with Playstreet 
to provide fun on the closed 
street:  street hockey, mural 
painting, seed bombs, hula 
hoops, bubbles and more. 

Ayoka reads to Jennifer.
rUth Stewart-Verger / the BUZZ

Matthew, Mahad, Derron and Augustine build a medieval castle.

rUth Stewart-Verger / the BUZZ
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Centretown Citizens Community 
Association June Report

by CCCA interim president 
Lauren Rock

Hello from the 
CCCA! Check out 
these upcoming 

event listings for a Som-
erset Ward All Candidates 
Meeting, the annual Minto 
Park Sale, BBQ, and e-
waste collection, and a 
piece from our ever-busy 
Planning Committee!  

 
Somerset Ward all-
candidates debate: 

transportation 

This fall, Somerset Ward 
will elect a new city council-
lor. June 16 will be the pub-
lic’s first opportunity to hear 
what the candidates have to 
say at the first all-candidates 
debate of the 2014 municipal 
election season. 

The topic of the debate 
will be one that is critical to 
the ward’s present and fu-
ture: transportation. 

Questions will cover 
transit, cycling lanes, acces-
sibility, parking, sidewalks, 
and others. 

Date: Monday, June 16, 
2014

Time: 6:30 to 9:00 pm
Location: Knox Presby-

terian Church (120 Lisgar 
Street)

The event is co-hosted 
by the CCCA, the Dalhou-
sie Community Association, 
Ecology Ottawa, and Rogers 
TV, Cable 22. 

Minto Park Sale 

Come check out one of 
the events we’re hosting at 
this year’s Minto Park Sale, 
organized by Councillor Di-
ane Holmes’ office.

E-Waste Disposal: 
Looking for a chance to get 
rid of that old TV or printer 
that’s been collecting dust 
for ages? We’re hosting an 
E-Waste Disposal site that 
gives you the chance to dis-
pose of old electronics in a 
safe and environmentally 
friendly way. 

Plant Sale: Our Trees and 
Greenspace Committee will 
have a couple of tables set 
up, where you can purchase 
plants, seeds and gardening 
supplies. All proceeds will 
go to support tree planting 

and greening projects in the 
neighbourhood. 

Community BBQ: Fi-
nally, come grab a hot dog 
(or veggie dog) and a drink, 
to enjoy while you peruse 
the tables. The BBQ starts at 
10:00 am. 

Date: Saturday, June 14, 
2014

Time: 8:00 am to 2:00 
pm.

Location: Minto Park 
(Corner of Gilmour and El-
gin St.). 

Planning Committee

In May, the City received 
the first application under 
the Tall Landmark Build-
ing (TLB) Policy which was 
approved last year (despite 
community objections) as 
part of the new CDP for Cen-
tretown. 

The property in question 
is 267 O’Connor, which cur-
rently hosts an older medical 
building and a large parking 
lot. 

The CCCA received a 
presentation in May from the 
proponents, represented by 
Ted Fobert of FoTenn (plan-
ning consultants) and archi-
tect Rod Lahey. 

The plan would be to 
build two 27-storey residen-
tial buildings, the first on 
the south east corner of the 
parking lot, and the second 
in 10-15 years, to replace the 
existing building once leases 
expire. 

The TLB policy has very 
specific criteria and has been 
appealed to the Ontario Mu-
nicipal Board (OMB): the 
hearing is scheduled for Sep-
tember 2014. 

Despite the fact that the 
City has indicated that this 
proposal does not meet the 
required criteria in a num-
ber of aspects, the proponent 
(Mastercraft Starwood) is 
pushing ahead with the ap-
plication. Perhaps they want 
to test the City’s resolve to 
implement the policy as ap-
proved in advance of the 
OMB hearing. 

The application can be 
seen on the City’s Devapps 
site and the deadline for 
comments is June 26, 2014.  
The CCCA is opposed to this 
application.

During this period, the 

City has also been under-
taking a study of a poten-
tial Small Moments policy.  
Some of you will recall that, 
last year, the CCCA worked 
with a group of developers to 
develop an alternate policy 
to the TLB policy, which no 
one liked.

This was dubbed the 
Small Moments (SM) policy.  
Council decided to approve 
the TLB policy but also di-
rected staff to study the SM 
policy to see if it should be 
adopted as well—or possibly 
replace the TLB.

The City is in a scramble 
to get this study completed 
before the OMB hearing 
scheduled for September 
2014.

There was an open house 
on June 9, 2014, when con-
sultants presented their pro-
posals. Now, staff will report 
to the City’s Planning Com-
mittee in July.

This policy is being pro-
posed for the area of Cen-
tretown between Elgin and 
Kent, south of Cooper. If you 
live in that area, you should 
check it out. 

The CCCA is participat-
ing in the study but has not 
yet taken a position on the 
issue, as there are no rec-
ommendations yet from the 
City. 

The CCCA will be dis-
cussing this at its next board 
meeting on June 17. For 
more information about the 
study, you can contact the 
city planner, Cheryl Brouil-
lard, at Cheryl.Brouillard@
ottawa.ca. 

We encourage Cen-
tretowners to attend the 
Board meeting on June 17 
to provide your views to the 
Board and learn more about 
the Small Moments policy.

We also encourage Cen-
tretowners to attend the City 
Planning Committee meet-
ing on July 8 to help ensure 
that the Centretown voice is 
heard.

Any member of the pub-
lic may make a presentation 
to Planning Committee.

There is a very exciting 
planning proposal underway, 
which could have a signifi-
cant impact on the conjunc-
tion between Ottawa and 
Gatineau. Windmill Devel-
opments, which is currently 
building Cathedral Hill, is 
planning to purchase the old 
Domtar lands and develop a 
mixed residential/commer-
cial community. 

It is a very complicated 
project because it involves 
both municipalities, both 

provinces and aboriginal 
interests. Windmill is plan-
ning to have an open house 
to present their plans on 
June 24, at the War Museum, 
probably at 5:00.

Details are still being 
worked out, so watch for fur-
ther information. 

The City has been work-
ing for some time now to 
update the policies which ap-
ply to smaller infill develop-
ments in residential areas.

The first phase of the 
study resulted in some zon-
ing changes which put in 
place a very new approach to 
assessing new infill propos-
als, which could be renova-
tions to existing houses or 
new builds.

A Streetscape Charac-
ter Analysis is undertaken 
to determine the predomi-
nant characteristics in the 
area around the site where a 
proposal is situated in order 
to determine what kind of 
changes or new development 
will be permitted. 

A second phase of the 
review is underway to align 
the zoning by-law with the 
policies of the Official Plan. 
This phase focuses on infill 
housing in low-rise resi-
dential districts as well as 
the Somerset and Gladstone 
Traditional Mainstreet areas, 
and aims to regulate mini-
mum and maximum building 
heights and massing in these 
zones.

The rezoning will also 
seek to incorporate existing 
uses along the Mainstreets in 
order to maintain their unique 
character and to avoid creat-
ing non-conforming uses in 
these areas. 

A public information ses-
sion will be held on June 17, 
from 4:00 to 8:00 pm at City 
Hall, in Jean Pigott Hall, 
main floor, 110 Laurier Av-
enue West.

The next meeting of the 
CCCA Planning Committee 
is scheduled for Monday, 
July 7, at 6:30 at City Hall 
(room to be determined). If 
you have any questions about 
these items, please contact 
the co-chair, Judy Forrest, at 
judy.forrest@rogers.com. 

Next Board Meeting

Tuesday, June 17, at 7:00 
pm, in the Honeywell Room 
at City Hall.

CENTRETOWN CITIZENS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

GET INVOLVED!

The BUZZ welcomes your 

stories, photos, news tips and 

community event listings. 

Contact editor@centretownbuzz

Your neighbourhood
QUALITY HOME RENOVATION

and restoration specialists

John Wenuk
(Owner),  

Sandy Hill Construction

RENOVATOR OF THE  
YEAR 2013

For a comprehensive overview,  
please visit our web site:  

www.sandyhill.ca  
or contact John at  

(613)832-1717
SERVING CENTRETOWN  

FOR OVER 20 YEARS



14 CENTRETOWNBUZZ.COM JUNE 13, 2014

Proud grandfather (and owner of Perfect Books) Jim Sherman sent us these photographs, 
and said: “These three young women (11 years of age) held a fundraiser at Perfect Books 
on Elgin Street on Saturday, May 31. Their cause was Canadian Breast Cancer research. 
Their fundraiser’s name was “Cupcakes for the Cure.” They wanted to thank the Elgin Street 
community for their generosity as they raised over $300 in three hours from the terrific 
people of this community.”

miChael pentland / the BUZZ

Cupcakes for the cure

by Jeff Salmon
via yowLAB

The housing market 
is a moving tar-
get, influenced by 

social, economic, and po-
litical forces. Successful 
developers are able to un-
derstand the ebb and flow 
of the market and capital-
ize by offering timely proj-
ects that fulfill a social or 
economic need/desire. In 
the last ten years there has 
been enormous develop-
ment and growth in Ottawa 
and at its periphery, and for 
the urban core in particular 
the last few years have been 
marked by condo fever.

Certain neighborhoods, 
like Westboro and Little 
Italy, have undergone signifi-
cant transformations, becom-
ing hubs for development. In 
fact, Little Italy had to put a 
freeze on the review of de-
velopment proposals while 
the City tried to catch up and 
formulate a plan for the area.

Though the condo boom 
is not on the same scale as To-
ronto, condo towers now dot 
the map all over the city, with 
many more on the boards or 
in the presale phase. Howev-
er, the fast-and-furious con-
do tower market in Ottawa 
seems to be showing signs of 
slowing, and  I think it is safe 
to say both residents and de-
velopers alike are concerned 
that the condo tower market 
is becoming saturated, with 
very little distinguishing one 
project from another.

In the same way that 
condo towers have enjoyed 
success in recent years, so, 
too, have infill housing proj-
ects. unfortunately, with the 
exception of a few projects, 
the infill projects have be-
come almost as predictable 
as the condo towers. This is 
not necessarily surprising: I 
believe the saying is, “If it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it.”

Developers have very 
little incentive to stray from 
what has proven to sell. This 
often means that they don’t 
tend to stray far from the 
herd, relying more on an es-
tablished brand, marketing, 

or a unique location to sell 
units. 

On the other hand, as I 
said before, the housing mar-
ket is a moving target, as the 
laws of supply and demand 
shift the emphasis from one 
building type to another.

So where does that leave 
Ottawa, if we are in the early 
stages of a shift away from 
condo towers? What does it 
mean for Centretown, spe-
cifically?

It likely means that we 
will see more variety in 
terms of the housing typolo-
gies. Some of the different 
infill options include front 
to back splits where one unit 
addresses the street and the 
other the rear yard. Another 
option that is gaining traction 
is low-rise (four-six storey) 
condos that are being built on 
one or two lots. The popular-
ity of this option is bound to 
rise when the Ontario Build-
ing Code is adjusted to per-
mit six-storey, wood-frame 
construction (currently only 
four storeys are permitted). 
Quebec and British Colum-
bia have already made the 
leap to six storeys, and most 
believe it is only a matter of 
time before Ontario follows 
suit. 

Another housing typol-
ogy that we are likely to see 
more of is stacked townhous-
es, where units are located 
one above the other. Cur-
rently, most of the stacked 
townhouse developments are 
located at the periphery of 
the urban core, but this mod-
el is sure to find its way into 
the inner city. The challenge 
with this particular form of 
development is the number 
of lots required to build a se-
ries of them—something that 
is not always easy to acquire 
in the urban areas of Ottawa.

Putting the challenge 
aside, stacked townhouses 
offer a comfortable increase 
in density while maintain-
ing a more modest scale that 
would not be out of place in 
a more established neighbor-
hood. Additionally, the pric-
ing for stacked townhouses 
would offer a viable option 
for first time home buyers 

who want to stay in the city.
We may also see more 

projects that are a little hard-
er to label. One such project 
is a Surface Developments 
offering called Junction, to 
be located in the Carling and 
Kirkwood area. The project 
incorporates town houses 
and flats together seamlessly, 
while also providing units at 
a variety of prices. 

Their creative approach 
to the project is not limited to 
the design but also includes 
their marketing, as they will 
throw in a new car (or VR-
TuCAR membership or 
equivalent in upgrades). 

While this project may 
not be to everyone’s taste, it 
is refreshing to see a devel-
oper breaking the mould and 
raising the bar with a little 
creativity.    

Looking at Centretown 
specifically, there has not 
been the explosion of devel-
opment that some of the oth-
er adjacent neighborhoods 
have had, although there has 
been some larger projects, 
like the Central development 
(at the intersection of Bank 
and Gladstone) built in re-
cent years. 

In this sense Centretown 
is likely going to benefit 
from the diversity of build-
ing types gaining momen-
tum elsewhere in the city. If 
we consider how varied the 
different areas of Centretown 
are, there will be plenty of 
opportunities for developers 
to flex their creative muscles, 
should they choose to.

This is not to say that the 
quality or creativity of a proj-
ect lies solely in the hands of 
the developer; as residents of 
Centretown, we can chose 
to support the good projects 
and fight the bad ones. De-
velopment is inevitable: bad 
development doesn’t have to 
be.

yowLAB is Ottawa’s ar-
chitecture and design ideas 
lab, fostering and supporting 
collaborations and exchange 
of ideas in the community. 
Follow them on twitter @
yow_LAB and on facebook.
com/yowlab

URBSANITY

Looking ahead

miChael pentland / the BUZZ
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The Buzz Calendar of Events
Need student volunteers 

for your event?  Contact ju-
dith.slater@ocdsb.ca giving 
the when, where, why, what 
and a contact person for the 
event, and it will be posted on 
Glebe Collegiate Institute’s 
volunteer opportunities no-
tice board.

***

Public Meeting with Fi-
nal Designs—Albert/Scott 
Transitway Diversion: June 
16, 2014, 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm

The City will be holding a 
public information session on 
the final designs for the West 
Transitway detour and will 
have representatives from 
RTG, OC Transpo, and City 
Departments to present the 
designs and answer questions 
from residents. Tom Brown 
Arena, 141 Bayview.

***

Ottawa Ribfest comes 
back to Sparks Street Wed, 
June 18  to Sun, June 22. 
Teams from Canada and the 
united States will compet-
ing for the top rank of best 
rib choice, best rib sauce, 
best chicken choice and best 
chicken sauce. For event in-
formation:  613-230-0984 or 
info@sparksstreetmall.com.

***

Options Bytown AGM: 
all welcome! Options By-
town is a non-profit organi-
zation that provides Hous-
ingPlus services in Ottawa, 
combining affordable hous-
ing with on-site counselling, 
training and other services 
for people who need help to 
live independently. Options 
Bytown’s Annual General 
Meeting will be held June 
19, from 4:00 pm – 6:00 
pm, at the rooftop patio, Op-
tions Bytown (379 Gilmour 
Street). For details contact 
info@optionsbytown.com.

***

The Ottawa Fringe Festi-
val runs from June 19 to June 
29, at 12+ downtown venues. 
Beer tent/Festival courtyard 
at Arts Court, 2 Daly Av-
enue.

50+ shows offer 350+ per-
formances at downtown ven-
ues. unlike any arts festival 
in the city, the Ottawa Fringe 
is neither juried, curated, nor 
censored. Artists are awarded 
their spot in an official venue 
by an impartial lottery. Lot-
tery aside, anyone can regis-
ter a “Bring Your Own Ven-
ue” show (BYOV).

Ottawa’s largest theatre 
festival is a free-market for 
the performing arts. Opening 
weekend is especially excit-
ing when word-of-mouth and 
reviews vie to identify the 
shows to see. Welcome to the 
Ottawa Fringe: a festival cu-
rated by its audience.

***

The Ottawa Dyke March 
is holding a Pool Night 
Fundraiser/Social at Tailga-
tors (1642 Merivale Road) 
on June 19 at 7:00 pm. $5 for 
unlimited pool. Come join 
us!

***

Prints & Inks (June 20-
22) is a new celebration of 
print and graphic arts in the 
capital.

This weekend-long show 
will showcase the work of 
exciting Canadian talent in 
print, illustration and design, 
alongside a pop-up shop, 
hands-on print activities, 
and a late-night art party, at 
IdeaSpace (131 Bank St., 
Ottawa). Work by Spins & 
Needles Silkscreening 101 
workshop alumni will be 
on display. Original, afford-
able artwork, limited edition 
prints, clothing and zines will 

be available for purchase.
We’ll be at the new mul-

tidisciplinary collaboration 
venue, IdeaSpace, top floor. 
Opening night is Friday, June 
20 from 8:00 pm to 12:00 
am, with resident DJ Jason 
Skilz spinning underground 
beats, cash bar and hands-on 
print activities. 

Works will be for sale and 
several artists will be in at-
tendance. The show is open 
to view from Saturday, June 
21 and Sunday, June 22, 
12:00 pm to 5:00 pm on both 
days. 

The Spins & Needles print 
lab will be running through-
out the weekend. Silkscreen 
your own Prints & Inks 
poster or experiment with the 
other screens available.

Curated by: Melanie Yugo, 
Spins & Needles Creative 
Director

***

Commonwealth Ceilidh - 
Dance on the Hill!

June 21, 2014 from 6:30 – 
7:30 pm

Join Ottawa’s Scottish 
country dancers on Parlia-
ment Hill on 21st June at 6:30 
pm to celebrate the Common-
wealth Ceilidh. Lively music 
and simple instruction will 
help you to master and en-

joy the dances in no time. No 
kilts, no swords, no partner, 
no charge! Come as you are 
and stay for a good time.

A Ceilidh is a party and 
you are invited!

For information: tinyurl.
com/danceonthehill, or con-
tact Karen at 613-232-6451 / 
danceonthehill@gmail.com

***

The Ottawa Dyke March 
is looking for volunteers 
to help deliver the 10th an-
nual march and gathering! 
Our next meeting takes 
place June 23 at 7:00 pm at 
the Bridgehead at Bank and 
Gilmour Streets. For more 
information, contact us at 
ottawadykemarch@gmail.
com!

***

Gentle Hatha Yoga and 
Meditation Class on June 
24, taught by Peggy Camp-
bell, Yoga Instructor and zen 
Practitioner. Come and enjoy 
a restorative time of medita-
tion and yoga in a quiet, re-
flective space, from 12:00 – 
1:00 pm, at St John’s Chapel 
(154 Somerset St. W.)

No prior registration re-
quired. By donation. If pos-
sible please bring your own 

yoga mat.

***

The Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society of Canada’s 
Light The Night Walk is the 
nation’s night to pay tribute 
and bring hope to all those 
affected by blood cancer.

 Join us on October 18 at 
5:30 pm at Marion Dewar 
Plaza in front of City Hall as 
we celebrate our 5 year an-
niversary and take steps to-
wards a world without blood 
cancer.. Walk starts at 7:00 
pm, and ends at 9:00 pm. 

For more information or to 
register, Visit out website at 
www.lightthenight.ca/on For 
more information, contact se-
nior campaign manager Lara 
Panov at  866-585 - 2873, ext 
1854.

***

Advertise your community 
event for free in The Buzz. 
Send your information to 
ads@centretownbuzz.com. 
Ads are subject to editing for 
style and space. First come, 
first served. For paid adver-
tising rates, please contact 
ads@centretownbuzz.com or 
visit www.centretownbuzz.
com/advertising.

CENTRETOWN CITIZENS OTTAWA CORPORATION

LOOKING FOR A GOOD HOME?
www.ccochousing.org     613.234.4065

Minister: Rev. Ernie Cox

Advertise with The Buzz
hand delivered to 10,000

local residents and businesses
design services available

View our rate card at centretownbuzz.com  

As low as $28 per month - be seen in Centretown!
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Open to the public daily. Serving all cultural, ethnic and faith groups. 
Brochures for a self-guided tour are available at reception. 

Owned by �e Beechwood Cemetery Foundation and operated by  
�e Beechwood Cemetery Company

You know best of all. Advance planning is a caring gift that will give comfort to your loved 
ones. And for you, locking in today’s prices provides peace of mind. Beechwood offers 
a broad choice of traditional and alternative styles of funeral, cemetery and cremation 
services, all in one beautiful location. You can choose all of our services or only those that 
you want. Our customized, flexible plans can be tailored to your budget. Meet with our 
Certified Pre-Planning Specialists to create the plan that’s right for you. 

BEECHWOOD OPERATES AS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION,  
unique within the Ottawa community. In choosing Beechwood, you can take comfort in 
knowing that all funds are used for the maintenance, enhancement and preservation of this 
National Historic Site. That’s a beautiful thing to be a part of and comforting to many.

FIND COMFORT IN THE BEAUTY OF BEECHWOOD.  
In addition to being a place for quiet reflection, explore the beauty of our gardens, our 
architecturally acclaimed Sacred Space, and our naturally lit visitation and reception rooms. 
As well, please join us for the many special events that take place throughout the year.

What’s right for you?

For no-obligation inquiries
613-741-9530 

www.beechwoodottawa.ca
280 Beechwood Ave., Ottawa

made easy. 
Just part of the B eauty of

BEECHWOOD

LANNING P

Life Celebrations            Memorials            Catered Receptions            Funerals            Cremations            Burials

by Melanie Routhier
 

Considered one of 
Canada’s major 
cultural festivals, 

Music & Beyond is cel-
ebrating its fifth anniver-
sary. 

Music & Beyond is a 
classical music and multi-
disciplinary arts festival that 
has been active on the cul-
tural scene since it presented 
its first festival back in July 
2010. It presents music in all 
forms, including orchestras, 
choirs, bands, recitals and 
small ensembles. 

It is also known for its 
“beyond” elements as a mu-
sic festival, exploring links 
between music and other 
art forms and cultural dis-
ciplines, including visual 
art, drama, poetry, dance, 
comedy, architecture, circus, 
science, math, and magic, as 
well as food and wine. 

The festival takes place at 
various locations throughout 
the National Capital Region 
from July 5 to 17.

Music & Beyond opens 
July 5 with two gala perfor-
mances. Renowned saxo-

phonist Branford Marsalis 
will open at Dominion-Chal-
mers united Church at 7:30 
p.m. The National Arts Cen-
tre Orchestra and the Bran-
ford Marsalis Quartet will 
perform alongside Marsalis 
that evening.  This show has 
been created for Music & 
Beyond and will be a very 
special performance where 
he plays both classical and 
jazz, exploring the links be-
tween them. 

The same evening, one 
of China’s top acrobatic 
troupes, the Beijing XueM-
ing Acrobatic and Magic 
Troupe, will open at the Na-
tional Arts Centre. It is go-
ing to be the first time ever 
for the troupe to perform in 
North America. Their grav-
ity-defying acts and magi-
cal mastery is guaranteed to 
leave you spellbound and 
amazed. 

They will be joining Mu-
sic & Beyond for an amazing 
10 performances during the 
first week of the festival.  

Additional headlining 
performers include Grammy 
Award-winning ensemble 
Chanticleer, jazz legend Oli-

ver Jones, the brilliant musi-
cal comedy duo Igudesman 
and Joo, the world’s great 
Auryn String Quartet, and 
much more.  

Music & Beyond is also 
featuring a number of fam-
ily-oriented events. These 
events will be filled with fea-
turd musicians, interactive 
musical activities, magic and 
demonstrations. 

On July 6, Music & Be-
yond will hold its Ottawa 
Music Expo, a free all-day 
event with over 150 mini-
concerts, demonstrations 
and activities. Youth of all 
ages are sure to be engaged 
and learning something new 
about classical music and the 
arts in general. 

 Music & Beyond has 
something for the whole 
family to enjoy. For full fes-
tival details and ticket infor-
mation, please contact our 
box office at 613-241-0777 
ext. 505 or visit our website 
at musicandbeyond.ca/.

Music & Beyond celebrates 
fifth anniversary

New Chaudiere Park opens

riChard hinChCliff / the BUZZ

Councillor Diane Holmes and Mayor Jim Watson presided at the official opening of  the 
new Chaudiere Park on Elm Street on May 24.

riChard hinChCliff / the BUZZ


