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Holmes steps aside in favour of aide

Exotic flavours on Preston Street, pg 5Why it rocks to be a kid in Centretown, pg 6

The residents of Somer-
set Ward will have a new 
representative at City Hall 

later this year, as veteran council-
lor Diane Holmes announced on 
April 3 that she would retire at the 
end of her current mandate.

Holmes told the CBC she had 
already registered as a candidate for 
the upcoming municipal election, 
but was also looking “for someone 
else who also might be interested in 
running, who would have the same 
kinds of values that the residents of 
Somerset Ward have.”

Ultimately, Holmes’ decision 
to retire after 30 years in politics 
hinged on her former assistant Cath-
erine McKenney entering the race. 

In an interview with The BUZZ, 
McKenney explained she told Hol-
mes that in the “best case scenario, 
you are running again and we have 

another four years of strong repre-
sentation in Somerset Ward. How-
ever, if you want to retire, I would 
be willing to run.” 

When McKenney confirmed 
that she was ready to join the race, 
Holmes announced she would quit 
politics and support her former aide 
instead.

As she looks ahead to the future 
of Ottawa, the long-standing coun-
cillor hopes the City will secure a 
north-south light rail corridor and 
receive stable funding from both 
the provincial and federal govern-
ments.

When asked to comment on 
Holmes’ retirement, Martin Can-
ning, who is a candidate in Somerset 
Ward, saluted the councillor’s con-
tributions to municipal politics. 

“I’ve always admired her passion 
for her ward and her ever present 
community-building spirit—I mean 
you can feel it from her when you 

talk to her. She loves Centretown 
like all of us and it should be some-
thing that every single one of us as 
candidates should try to exemplify,” 
said Canning.

Candidate Denis Schryburt 
also congratulated Holmes when 
reached by The BUZZ: “I have done 
work with [her] when I was VP of 
the Centretown Citizens Commu-
nity Association. I think she’s done 
great work.”

In Schryburt’s view, Council-
lor Holmes’ retirement will give 
the community opportunities for 
change and to hear more from new 
candidates.

Succeeding Diane Holmes is a 
tall order, given her popularity with 
the community. “I’ve been in the 
community for about a year and the 
view among small businesses is that 
she’s really connected with the com-
munity. She has her hands on just 
every problem, she goes to every 

BIA [business improvement associ-
ation] meeting,” according to David 
Narbaitz, who owns Monopolatte, 
Chinatown’s board game café. 

“I hope the next councillor will 
be as engaged with the community 
as Holmes has been,” he added. 

Holmes’ extensive support is 
further exemplified by the fact that 
she attracted over 60 percent of the 
ward’s vote in the past three elec-
tions.

Six months before the vote, 
Somerset Ward already promises to 
be hotly contested. Indeed, Jeff Mor-
rison, Thomas McVeigh and Lili V. 
Weemen have also joined Schryburt, 
Canning and McKenney in the race 
for the post of councillor. 

The residents of Somerset Ward 
will get to choose their future city 
councillor on October 27, 2014, the 
day of the municipal elections.

Sean Zio / the BUZZ

Candidates praise outgoing councillor’s passion

Temperatures are slowly climbing and the season of outdoor events is on the way. Visitors to the 2013 Ravenswing indie arts fair take 
in a live concert at Minto Park. Ravenswing 2014 will take place May 25. Story, page 7.
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Next Issue

The next issue of The BUZZ will be published  
June 13. Contact the managing editor  

for submission deadlines.

by Stephen Thirlwall

These days, imagina-
tion seems to be a 
little-used resource. 

We want things too sim-
ply, cheaply, quickly, and 
in large quantities. There 
no longer seems to be a 
place for research, qual-
ity or imagination. It is 
far easier to mass produce 
endless remakes and cop-
ies than to invent or create 
new things. 

However, the Ottawa 
International Writers Fes-
tival motto reminds us that 
“imagination is a renewable 
resource.” Like oil, if ex-
tracted and processed, it can 
produce numerous byprod-
ucts that will enrich our lives 
and illuminate our spirits. It 
can release new passions, 
perceptions, ideas, and un-
derstandings into our world 
and give us more options as 
to how our civilization can 
advance.

This spring’s festival 
(April 24-29) started with a 
free preview event. It was a 
very good start “in a mess,” 
that is, in the Army Officers’ 
Mess at 149 Somerset St. W. 
This is a beautiful and formal 
hall filled with long sturdy 
tables lined by well-padded, 
high-backed chairs. 

Just being there stimu-
lates the imagination and a 
sense of history, and gener-
ates a huge amount of con-
versation among both groups 
of friends and people who 
previously did not know one 
another. People spoke to-
gether about the arts, travel 
and life. They shared poems, 
photographs, and thoughts as 
they excitedly waited to be 
inspired by the program. And 

they were.
Jonas Bengtsson, the 

first author in the festival’s 
program, is a Dane. He pre-
sented in association with 
the Royal Danish Embassy, 
the Canadian Nordic Society, 
and the Danish Club of Otta-
wa. The Danish Ambassador, 
his wife, and several mem-
bers of the society, club and 
Canadian Danish community 
were present. The rest of the 
audience comprised enthusi-
astic lovers and supporters of 
the arts. 

Bengtsson’s work was 
written in Danish and trans-
lated into English. He gave 
short readings in both lan-
guages, showing the differ-
ent sounds and colours of 
each. While I have not yet 
read the book, it is clear from 
comments by those who 
have, and from the author’s 
readings and discussion, that 
many praises are deserved 
for the author and translator 
concerning the beauty of the 
language and richness of the 
imagery. 

Bengtsson’s A Fairy Tale 
was described as a 21st-cen-
tury fairy tale, following the 
form of the brothers Grimm. 
It tells of a young boy and his 
father, who love each other 
very much and yet carry with 
them a dark shadow. 

Their story, beginning in 
1986, is narrated through the 
moment-to-moment obser-
vations of the boy. It is paral-
leled by a fairy tale told by 
father to son, a story within 
a story. 

The father is constantly 
moving, taking his son with 
him. He lives on the fringe of 
society and does not follow 
its rules. While never stated, 
it is suggested he may have 

a mental illness, but this al-
lows him to justify his darker 
deeds and follow his own 
ideals. 

During the story, the boy 
encounters an old, deformed 
woman, who becomes, in a 
way, his teacher. She exposes 
him to books and knowledge 
of the world not shared by 
his father. 

After some years of sepa-
ration from his father, the 
son, reaching the age of 19, 
tries to track his father down 
and piece his life together. 

The young man does 
come to terms with life and 
society, but he never quite 
gains the full picture of his 
father and the things he has 
done.

A Fairy Tale is about 
navigating values. It ex-
plores the balance between 
becoming too comfortable in 
life and going too far to the 
edge, and facing the price of 
freedom. 

Both writer and charac-
ters struggle over how far to 
go between seeing things too 
realistically and constructing 
too much of their own imag-
ined reality. The book con-
cerns life’s big questions— 
What happens when I die? Is 
politics or religion a scam? 
etc.—and thinking carefully 
about everything and making 
appropriate choices.

By attending the Writ-
ers Festival, one learns new 
ways of perceiving life; the 
techniques used by each au-
thor to convey their unique 
story from the point of view 
of a particular narrator, sur-
rounded by a web of charac-
ters and situations; and the 
relationship between writer, 
editor, and translator; as well 
as the varied styles writers 

take on in approaching their 
craft. 

There is something of 
interest for everyone. The 
festival covers fiction, non-
fiction, poetry, blogging and 
song lyrics, as well as topics 
ranging from the science of 
genetics, to portraits of the 
challenges within lives of 
individuals and families, to 
crime, sci-fi, and romance. 

Some themes in this 
spring’s festival are worlds 
within words; the art of slow 
looking; life, death and be-
yond; living history; and 
slow politics. Each genre and 
theme brings forth its own il-
lumination.

It is hard to explain the 
many deep thoughts and 
emotions that arise from be-
ing at such presentations. 
You can really only get a 
true experience by being 
there yourself and engaging 
with the comments of the au-
thors, the readings from their 
works, and the further com-
ments and questions from 
moderators and audience. 

There are often chances 
to speak directly with au-
thors, sometimes your favou-
rite ones.

You can also engage with 
the hosts, staff and other at-
tendees. It is a networking of 
people, artists, technicians 
and ideas, all contributing to 
illuminate our imaginations.

The Ottawa Writers Fes-
tival will return in the fall. 
Check their website and 
watch for posters. Some 
programs are free; most oth-
ers are low in cost, with re-
duced rates for seniors and 
students.

The Writers Festival: 
Imagination is illuminating

The Writers Festival audience gathers in the hall at Knox Presbyterian Church.

Stephen thirlwall / the BUZZ
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City conducts safety review of planned Transitway detour
by Kathryn Hunt

On April 30, City 
Council received 
the results of a pe-

destrian/cycling report and 
safety audit conducted on 
the detour planned for the 
Transitway on Albert and 
Scott Streets during con-
struction of the new light 
rail transit line, the Con-
federation Line. 

Residents of the Dalhou-
sie area have been watching 
these proposals carefully, as 
the detour of the Transitway 
will move a large number of 
buses onto residential streets 
along the Scott/Albert cor-
ridor once the Transitway is 
shut down in early 2016.

In advance of the con-
struction, Scott Street is to be 
widened by three metres on 
the north side, and the curb 
side lanes on both sides of 
Albert will be converted to 
bus-only lanes. 

At the request of City 
Council, the Rideau Transit 
Group (RTG), the organiza-
tion responsible for the de-
velopment and construction 
of the Confederation Line, 
produced a report on the pe-
destrian and cycling traffic in 
the area.

The report indicates that 
the Scott/Albert corridor de-

sign will be able to accom-
modate the extra bus traffic 
that will be created by the 
detour and that, when the 
detour is in place, bus traf-
fic will account for about 
10-15percent of the total 
traffic on the street during 
peak hours.

It also suggests that the 
existing pedestrian infrastruc-
ture—for example, the width 
of the existing sidewalks—is 
more than adequate to handle 
the current number of pedes-
trians.

However, the report also 
identified design features to 
be introduced in order to im-
prove pedestrian and cycling 
safety. These include new 
signalized pedestrian cross-
ings, an on-street bike lane, 
painted pedestrian crossings 
at all existing and new cross-
walks, roadway resurfacing 
for cycling safety, and bike 
boxes to allow eastbound 
bike traffic easier access to 
the pathway system north of 
Albert Street. 

The pathway system in 
the area will undergo im-
provement to give pedestri-
ans and cyclists an option 
other than streetside side-
walks. RTG will also provide 
a new multi-use pathway 
from Bayview Road to the 
existing Bayview Station, 

creating a continuous off-
road pathway to the north of 
Albert Street, and new light-
ing will be installed on the 
sections of the path that are 
not next to the roadway. New 
pathway connections are 
also being planned to con-
nect directly to the O-Train 
platform and the relocated 
Bayview Transitway bus 
stops on Albert.

An independent safety 
audit was also undertaken. 
BT Engineering (BTE) was 
hired by RTG to do the audit. 
It took in not only the Albert/
Scott detour, but also the 
Preston Street detour, which 
has not yet been developed 
as thoroughly. The Preston 
Street detour will extend 
Preston, temporarily, to the 
Sir John A. Macdonald Park-
way to relocate north-south 
traffic while Booth Street is 
closed to allow construction 
of the new station located 
there. 

The safety audit took in 
factors ranging from the ef-
fect on cyclists of wind gusts 
created by large trucks, to 
ways pedestrian and cycling 
traffic could be directed away 
from the streets. It pointed 
out issues of how cyclists 
would deal with stopped bus-
es, what would happen with 
truck deliveries to businesses 

along Scott Street, to ways to 
clearly mark pedestrian and 
cyclist spaces on the road.

Signage was suggested to 
point cyclists and pedestrians 
toward the multi-user path-
ways rather than the roads. 
Where sharing the road is 
necessary, the audit suggest-
ed measures such as rumble 

strips, wider bike lanes and 
curb buffers.

The safety audit conclud-
ed that the overall design 
followed design standards, 
but suggested alternative ap-
proaches where possible. 

Construction on the Al-
bert Street section of the 
detour will begin as early as 

this month. Work will start on 
Scott Street, from Bayview 
Road to Tunney’s Pasture, in 
late 2015, with the buses be-
ing detoured by early 2016.

The final plan for the de-
tour will be presented at a 
public session in early June.

The Albert/Scott intersection near the construction site of the western entrance 
to the Confederation Line. Buses will be detoured to these streets when the 
Transitway is shut down in early 2016.

Kathryn hUnt / the BUZZ
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Saturday, June 7 

12pm to 3pm at the Plant Recreation Centre  
930 Somerset St West, Ottawa

Challenge yourself, your friends and family to walk the 10,000 
steps recommended for heart health while discovering the  
historic neighborhoods of Hintonburg and Dalhousie. 

Free registration & fabulous door prizes

sponsored by

Plant Recreation CentreHintonburg Receation Association

10,000
STEPS
CHALLENGE

THE

by Sarah Hoy

Odyssey Theatre is 
preparing for the 
28th season of 

Theatre Under the Stars and 
is reaching out to students 
between the ages of 14 and 
21 to join their youth ap-
prenticeship program.

For youth that are looking 
to experience what theatre is 
all about, this presents them 
with an opportunity to delve 
into the workings of a pro-
fessional theatre company.

Dana Uzarevic, general 
manager of Odyssey Theatre, 
said: “We offer an unique op-
portunity for young people 
to explore the world of pro-

fessional theatre. It is excit-
ing to observe them as they 
learn about the magic that 
happens backstage as well as 
on stage.”

Many of Odyssey’s 
graduates have moved on to 
pursue further training and 
careers in theatre. However, 
even for those not looking 
for a career in theatre, this 
is a great way to spend the 
summer. Youth apprentices 
are outside in the park, learn-
ing new life skills, and mak-
ing new friends.

Every year, Odyssey 
takes on up to 15 apprentices 
to help in all areas of theatre 
including performance, di-
recting, stage management, 

administration, and front of 
house. 

In return, youth receive 
professional training and 
guidance, opportunities to 
participate in masked theatre, 
a letter of reference, tickets 
to the production itself and 
the opportunity to complete 
their volunteer hours. 

Odyssey Theatre per-
forms in Strathcona Park 
during the summer. This 
year’s show, The Financier 
(Turcaret), runs from July 24 
to August 24. It is a comedy 
about love, money and in-
trigue, with each character 
performed in masks. Found-
er and artistic director Laurie 
Steven will be back in the 

director’s chair having not 
directed a play in the park 
since 2005, making this an 
Odyssey summer must-see. 

If you are not in this age 
range, but would still like to 
be involved with the show, 
then volunteers are also wel-
come in all areas from any 
age. 

Email office@odysseythe-
atre.ca for more information 
or visit www.odysseytheatre.
ca to fill out an application 
form and for ticket sales. 

Deadline for apprentice-
ship applications is May 16. 
Volunteer deadline contin-
ues.

Odyssey Theatre seeks youth apprentices



5CENTRETOWNBUZZ.COMMAY 9, 2014

Ottawa - According to 
industry experts, there are 
over 33 physical problems 
that will come under scruti-
ny during a home inspection 
when your home is for sale. 
A new report has been pre-
pared which identifies the 
11 most common of these 
problems, and what you 
should know about them be-
fore you list your home for 
sale.

Whether you own an 
old home or a brand new 
one, there are a number of 
things that can fall short of 
requirements during a home 
inspection. If not identi-
fied and dealt with, any of 
these 11 items could cost 

you dearly in terms of re-
pair. That’s why it’s critical 
that you read this report be-
fore you list your home. If 
you wait until the building 
inspector flags these issues 
for you, you will almost 
certainly experience costly 
delays in the close of your 
home sale or, worse, turn 
prospective buyers away 
altogether. In most cases, 
you can make a reasonable 
pre-inspection yourself if 
you know what you’re look-
ing for, and knowing what 
you’re looking for can help 
you prevent little problems 
from growing into costly 
and unmanageable ones.

To help homesellers deal 

with this issue before their 
homes are listed, a free re-
port entitled “11 Things You 
Need to Know to Pass Your 
Home Inspection” has been 
compiled which explains 
the issues involved.

To hear a brief recorded 
message about how to or-
der your FREE copy of this 
report call toll-free 1-800-
480-2172 and enter 1003. 
You can call any time, 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week.

Get your free special re-
port NOW to learn how to 
ensure a home inspection 
doesn’t cost you the sale of 
your home.

This report is courtesy of keller willams vip. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright © 2013

11 critical home inspection traps to be aware 
of weeks before listing your home for sale

Advertise with The Buzz
hand delivered to 10,000

local residents and businesses
design services available

View our rate card at centretownbuzz.com  

As low as $28 per month - be seen in Centretown!

LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS

A spice lover’s paradise on Preston

by Janet Penny

Ca r d a m o m  a n d 
Cloves: the name 
alone is enough to 

tempt spice lovers to find 
their way to Preston Street to 
purchase everything from the 
exotic to the tried and true.

Local entrepreneur Jodi 
Samis is living a dream 
that started while travelling 
through Europe, Thailand 
and Iceland. Regional foods 
spiced in traditional ways, 
including Iceland’s use of 
moss for flavour, got Jodi 
wishing that she could have 
access to a wide variety of 
spices to use in her home 
cooking.

Once back in Canada, 
Jodi became immersed in 
Ottawa’s burgeoning food 
scene. Her blog, “Simply 
Fresh: the adventures of an 
Ottawa foodie,” brought her 
into contact with like-minded 
people and provided a place 
to carry on a long conversa-
tion about food. Combined 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
commerce and work expe-
rience marketing for non-
proft events, Jodi was drawn 
to ‘“entrepreneurial food 
stuff.” 

A job at C’est Bon Cook-
ing Ottawa furthered her 
interest and knowledge as 
she led guided tasting tours 
through different neighbour-
hoods to introduce people 
to local produce, chefs and 
food artisans. It was during 
this stint that Jodi met her 
mentor and supporter in all 
things entrepreneurial, An-

drée Riffou, owner of C’est 
Bon Cooking. 

Owning a small business 
is a natural fit for Jodi. Her 
grandparents worked togeth-
er as owners of a town store 
and a motel. Their hard work 
and commitment impressed 
their granddaughter, who 
now works “all day and all 
night” to get her store up and 
running. 

With the help of friends 
who pitch in to blog, work in 
the store, tweet, recommend 
an accountant and be a cheer-
ing squad, Jodi’s 930-square- 
foot dream store is open and 
ready for business.

Vibrant colours, an old 
bath tub full of herbs and 
glass jars filled with spices 
invite the curious and cu-
linary adventurous to try 
something new. Local chefs 
drop in, knowing that a wide 
range of hard-to-find spices 
are available. Demonstration 
classes on how to best use 
unfamiliar spices, as well 
as the possibility of explor-
ing spices for health, are in 
Jodi’s plans for her shop.

Letting potential custom-
ers know where she is and 
what Cardamom and Cloves 
is all about is a job in itself. 
Indiegogo was a first step in 
promotion as well as provid-
ing initial funds for business 
development. Media cov-
erage, Facebook, blogging 
and using Twitter to quickly 
respond to customer’s ques-
tions are working alongside 
word of mouth to effectively 
let Ottawa know there is a 
new spice shop in town.

Jodi’s business is always 
on her mind: however, she 
says that “you don’t think 
you are working all the time 
if you love what you do.” 
The good days are easy, and 
it is on these days that Jodi 
writes down what excites her 
about her business to help 
her get through the bad days. 
She occasionally has to re-
member that she trusted her-
self enough to start this en-
terprise. When doubt creeps 
in, Jodi holds onto the good 
feedback she has received in 
order to pick herself up. With 
no salary to rely on, Jodi has 
had to learn to “play through 
the fear” of financial ups and 
downs.

Cardamom and Cloves is 
the kind of shop where peo-
ple drop in with their recipe 
book open to shop for a new 
recipe’s spice requirements. 

Jodi’s inviting presence 
makes people want to stay 
for a chat about everything 
from the health benefits of 
nigella to the possibility of 
a local beer blogger adding 
spices to her brews. A quick 
visit to have a look around 
can quickly turn into a shop-
ping spree for a sampler of 
everything from dried basil 
to lava salt and a choice of 15 
different dried chili peppers. 
The pleasure is in the spices 
and in watching a young 
business grow. 

Cardamom and Cloves is 
at 440 Preston Street. To con-
tact:  613-656-3577 or  www.
cardamomandcloves.com

Janet penny / the BUZZ

Janet penny / the BUZZ
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Chinatown Remixed Returns for its 6th Annual Arts Fest on Somerset
The Chinatown Remixed Collective, a local not-for-profit art collective working in collaboration with the Somer-

set Street Chinatown BIA, returns with an exciting collection of visual art, sculpture and performances presented in 
unconventional spaces such as restaurants, medical offices, hair salons, grocery stores and alleyways. The festival 
aims to celebrate the uniqueness of Chinatown, one of Ottawa’s most vibrant neighbourhoods, by bringing together 
both businesses and artists.  Their mission is to strengthen ties between art and business, nurturing Ottawa’s visual 
and performance artists and vitalizing Chinatown’s entrepreneurial community.

This month-long free art festival kicks off with a vernissage day on May 17th and runs until June 17th at various 
locations on Somerset Street West, between Bay and 
Preston Streets.

A new contest has been added this year. Pick up 
one of the Chinatown Remixed Passports or visit their 
website for a printable copy (www.chinatownremixed.
ca). Collect Stamps by exploring the neighbourhood 
for a chance to win two free tickets anywhere Porter 
Airlines flies. Collect stamps by exploring Chinatown 
through the eyes of over 40 local artists, including: Petr 
Maur, Anna Griffiths, Laura Fedynyszyn, Sandra Hawk-
ins, and Gillian King. And by strolling down Somerset 
Street West enjoying businesses such as Kowloon Mar-
ket, Raw Sugar Café, The Daily Grind Café, My Sweet 
Tea and many others.

For more information about the Festival check out:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ChinatownRemixed
Twitter: @ChinatownRemix
Instagram: Chinatown Remixed
You can stay up-to-date with more events, activities, 

and information throughout Somerset Ward by visiting 
www.dianeholmes.ca or Twitter @CouncilHolmes. 

Diane Holmes and China Doll at the 2013 Chinatown 
Remixed festival.

offiCe of Diane holmeS

URBSANITY

Childhood in Centretown rocks
by Sarah Gelbard
via yowLAB

A few weekends ago, 
my boyfriend and I 
wandered over to 

Pressed for some live mu-
sic. We had been contem-
plating heading down to a 
show in the Market, but it 
was the third night in a row 
going out to shows, and 
down the block seemed 
more appealing. 

We’re fortunate to have 
such a great selection of 
smaller neighbourhood ven-
ues: Pressed, Raw Sugar, 
Lunetta, Daily Grind, etc. 
Even though the Market is 
within walking and biking 
distance, there’s a distinct, 
though hard to put your fin-
ger on, difference between a 
show at Mavericks and one 
at Pressed.

So, what does going to see 
a punk show have to do with 
being a kid in Centretown? 
Honestly, the event that was 
about to transpire left me 
conflicted about whether I 
wanted to write about the 
music scene or childhood in 
Centretown.

The band took to the 
stage. In case you haven’t 
seen a show at Pressed, the 
stage is the elevated platform 
right in front of the large 

storefront window. Within 
moments of the start of the 
set, behind the band five or 
six kids appeared, with their 
noses pressed to the win-
dow. 

Standing on the window 
ledge outside, the kids had 
created their own stage and 
started to rock out for the 
audience. What kid doesn’t 
love to play make-believe 
rockstar? These kids got to 
do it in front of a real live 
rock show audience.

The kids loved it. The 
audience loved it. The band 
loved it. This impromptu 
chance encounter in a shared 
public space, bridging inside 
and outside, was a textbook 
example of urban commu-
nity street life at its finest.

It is experiences like this 
that make me surprised to 
hear people talk about Cen-
tretown as not being the right 
place to raise a family. There 
are certainly issues around 
the availability and cost of 
housing, as is true for many 
other demographics. But the 
issue I’d like to challenge 
is the common belief that 
somehow urban neighbour-
hoods are not “kid-friendly.”

I can’t speak from the 
perspective of someone per-
sonally raising children in a 
core neighbourhood. I’m not 

even much of a “kid person.” 
But I can speak from the 
perspective of someone who 
grew up in a neighbourhood 
very similar to Centretown: 
London’s Wortley Village—
recently named “Canada’s 
Great Neighbourhood” by 
the Canadian Institute of 
Planners.

It is smaller than Cen-
tretown in scale but the two 
neighbourhoods share many 
characteristics: an older 
neighbourhood within walk-
ing distance of the down-
town core; quiet and inviting 
residential streets with a mix 
of housing; and steps away 
from lively walkable main-
streets with eclectic small 
businesses. Of course, the 
treescape is much better in 
the Forest City.

There was a pocket park 
a block from home that I 

would walk to with my sib-
lings and cousins. Most 
of the neighbourhood kids 
walked to school and often 
home or to a friend’s house 
for lunch. By eight years 
old, I was walking my dog 
around the block alone. As a 
teenager, I could walk down-
town to meet up with friends 

and walk home at the end of 
the night.

Our home was much 
smaller than those of my 
friends who lived further 
from downtown. I shared a 
room with my sister until I 
was 11. We even survived 
with only one bathroom. But 
I believe I had so much more 
space and freedom to play 
and explore because I lived 
in a central neighbourhood.

I can also speak from my 
more recent experience of 
having several friends with 

young kids in the area. I have 
tagged along to playdates in 
the park, lunches at ESD, ice 
cream at Pure Gelato, and 
weekend bike rides. I’ve dis-
covered a whole new layer 
to the neighbourhood that 
easily goes unnoticed if you 
don’t think to look for it.

Dundonald Park is often 
denounced for being unsafe 
and not kid-friendly. I prob-
ably subscribed to that opin-
ion myself until I was there 
with a friend and his daugh-
ter at 4:00 pm on a Sunday 
afternoon. 

The “purple park,” as she 
calls it, was full of neigh-
bourhood kids playing and 
laughing. I realized I had 
probably never been to the 
park at peak kid hours. It 
certainly seems kid-friendly 
when you do. Does it really 
matter if a park is kid-friend-
ly at 11:00 pm?

Let us think for a moment 
of kids, toys, and boxes. As 
adults, we invest time and 
money developing, market-
ing, and purchasing the toys 
that are guaranteed to in-
spire children to be imagina-
tive and have fun. Kids turn 
around and play with the 
box.

We have somehow got 
stuck in our minds that 
kids need constant access 

to large, open greenspaces 
with specially designed play-
ground equipment. And sure, 
kids enjoy those, but that is 
not the extent of kid-friendly 
space. 

As my window ledge 
stage experience at Pressed 
demonstrates, kids are pros 
at appropriating and rei-
magining objects and public 
space. They find the places 
where they want to play, and 
they are often not, or at least 
not limited to, the ones we 
custom-designed for them.

It is important to expe-
rience and remember what 
the world looks like from a 
child’s eyes. If you do, I think 
you’ll notice that the urban 
world is a stimulating, ex-
citing, creative, educational, 
community-building space 
to explore. This is something 
we need to do more as adults. 
That interaction and imagi-
nation is what can make a 
space not just kid-friendly, 
but people-friendly.

yowLAB is Ottawa’s ar-
chitecture and design ideas 
lab, fostering and supporting 
collaborations and exchange 
of ideas in the community. 
Follow them on twitter @
yow_LAB and on facebook.
com/yowlab
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by Steven Fouchard

Ravenswing Ottawa 
takes flight for its 
eighth year later 

this month and organizers 
say that, while it continues 
to grow in scale, the spirit 
of independence that de-
fined its creation remains.

The multi-disciplinary 
arts festival, which takes 
place Sunday, May 25, in 
Minto Park, is a showcase 
for local visual artists, writ-
ers, live music and food.

“While the core values 
of Ravenswing—supporting 
local arts and music in a sus-
tainable grassroots setting—
has remained the same, the 
size and scope of the fair has 
definitely grown,” says Ra-
venswing co-founder Lau-
ren Potosky. “We have in-
troduced longer music sets, 
more vendors, art installa-
tions and a much larger orga-
nizing committee.”

“We began with about 25 
vendors and now we run up 
to 80,” adds co-founder Sean 
Zio. “The foot traffic has also 
grown, although what hasn’t 
changed is that people come 
for the whole day. I love see-
ing someone at 11:00 am and 
then seeing them again and 
again until 4:00 pm. I am al-
ways amazed by how much 
fun people have and that they 
decide to stick around for the 
whole day.”

Looking at the Raven-
swing 2014 line-up (full de-
tails can be found at raven-

swingottawa.com), it’s not 
hard to imagine spending the 
entire day. The eclectic batch 
of musical performances 
scheduled ranges from the 
haunted indie-folk of Her 
Harbour to the “rhythmic 
cataclysm of sound” created 
by synthesizer artist Gary 
Franks. This year’s vendor 
selection includes locally-
made crafts and jewellery, 
zines and handmade books 
for literature lovers, and even 
puppets.

“I am always excited 
about the live music, the 
variety of our vendors and 
the hands-on workshops,” 
says zio. “This year, though, 
there are two things I can’t 
wait to see. We are in discus-
sions with a local artist who 
is planning on doing a ra-
ven-themed art installation. 
We are also going to have a 
button-making table where 
people can make their own 
button for a dollar.”

This year’s culinary com-
ponent is equally diverse, 
and includes organic vegeta-
ble producers Barefoot Gar-
dens along with dessert treats 
from Bez Gluten Free.

“Ravenswing has always 
been about supporting art-
ists,” Potosky explains. “We 
create an inclusive market-
place where there is an op-
portunity for everyone to 
showcase their talents. DIY 
is about making something 
with your hands that you be-
lieve in and essentially that 
is what Ravenswing is all 

about: a group of creative 
individuals who believe in 
community and arts, work-
ing together to showcase the 
best of what Ottawa has to 
offer.”

Gabrielle Giguere, who 
performs and records as 
Her Harbour, says she ap-
preciates the opportunity to 
interact with artists working 
in such a wide variety of dis-
ciplines.

“It’s definitely exciting. 
I am a big fan of anything 
local and inter-disciplinary. 
We’re such a culturally rich 
city and it’s nice to see Ra-
venswing and Arboretum 
[Festival] bringing artists to-
gether and creating platforms 
for there to be that kind of 
collaboration.”

Her Ravenswing set, 
Giguere adds, will focus 
heavily on material from 
Her Harbour’s 2013 release, 
Winter’s Ghosts, a deeply 
personal album she recorded 
largely as a solo act in her 
childhood home.

“[The location] really al-
lowed me to tap into a more 
raw and emotional place. It’s 
also a safe environment, so 
that afforded me the ability 
to be a little bit more vulner-
able.”

Giguere and her three-
piece band have begun writ-
ing together, she adds. Fans 
may hear something entirely 
new at Ravenswing, but a 
new album remains some 
time away.

“It’s early days.”

Ravenswing Ottawa brings 
indie arts fair to Minto Park

The Clothesline Project, a regular feature of Ravenswing, displays T-shirts with 
messages about violence against women and gives visitors an opportunity to 
create and hang their own shirts.

Sean Zio / ravenSwing ottawa

Around 80 vendors are expected to set up stands at the craft fair.
Sean Zio / ravenSwing ottawa

by Stephen Thirlwall

A few days ago, as I 
walked past Raw 
Sugar Café near the 

Chinatown Gate on Somer-
set West, I noticed a poster 
announcing an upcoming 
book release and reading. 

I thought it was for chil-

dren’s books, and since I 
have grandchildren, I said to 
myself “I’ll go.” When Sat-
urday afternoon arrived, I 
did so, only to find out it was 

for an adult book—a mystery 
in particular. 

The Witchdoctor’s Bones 
is an Agatha Christie-style 
adventure mystery with the 
added dark side of black mag-
ic. Author Lisa de Nikolits 
writes about people and how 
they change in differing en-
vironments. She loves creat-
ing hosts of strange charac-
ters, even twisted ones. Each 
of her tales has the secret in-
gredient of something sinis-
ter. This particular story took 
six years to write. She had 
so many ideas and possible 
characters that a lot of weed-
ing had to be done to develop 
the final book. 

De Nikolits draws heav-
ily from life experiences. 
She grew up in South Af-
rica in the white community 
under apartheid. The farm 
where she lived had once 
been nomadic bushman land. 
This left her with the burn-
ing question: How does one 
do more and have a voice in 
such a place when on both 

sides of the fence people 
are rigidly restricted in what 
they can say or do even when 
they clearly know things are 
not right? Her conclusion 
was that it is better to know 
than not know, so one can 
contribute to change. 

Underlying the book’s 
story is the thought that you 
shouldn’t play with some-
thing of power that you know 
nothing about, in this case, 
the witchdoctor’s bones. She 
herself had some authentic 
witchdoctor’s bones, which 
are now thankfully almost 
impossible to obtain. She 
personally discovered these 
were best left unused. 

She draws the parallel 
that whites have meddled 
in Africa in many ways that 
they never should have, re-
sulting in great disruption 
and bad luck. 

In Africa, things can be 
different. There are differ-
ent types of murder than in 
Europe or America. For ex-
ample, some people are mur-

dered for their body parts, 
which are then used in “good 
luck” rituals.

Lisa also lived in Austra-
lia and Britain before coming 
to Toronto. She had planned 
to go to the USA but found 
the Canadian writing com-
munity so creative, warm 
and friendly that she stayed 
in Toronto. 

This program at Raw 
Sugar Café was sponsored 
by Octopus Books, which 
has a regular series of book 
readings, usually at its 251 
Bank Street location in Cen-
tretown. In May, there are 
four free sessions. 

As well as great coffee 
and treats in an intimate set-
ting, Raw Sugar provides 
regular programs of games 
nights, poetry, comedy, and 
musical talents, particularly 
regional entertainers from 
Ontario and Quebec. Their 
collaboration proves that 
Octopus mixed with Raw 
Sugar produces very tasteful 
words.

An enriching combination: Octopus and Raw Sugar

Author Lisa de Nikolits (right) speaks at Raw Sugar Café.

Stephen thirlwall / the BUZZ
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FROM THE MAYOR’S DESK

Good news for Ottawa
by Mayor Jim Watson

Years ago, when 
I was the head 
of the Canadian 

Tourism Commission, I of-
ten ran into former Ottawa 
residents who were living 
abroad. 

Without fail, one of the 
things that always came 
up when talking about the 
things they missed about our 
city was our tap water. 

It sounds like a strange 
thing to miss about a city but 
it really is true that Ottawa 
has exceptionally good tap 
water. 

In fact, in 2013, the City 
of Ottawa’s drinking water 
system received a perfect 
score in Drinking Water Sys-
tem inspections performed 
by the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment (MOE). 

The MOE inspections in-
volved up to 14 different as-
pects of operations including 
drinking water quality, water 
quality monitoring programs 

and operator certification. 
A perfect score on this 

inspection reflects what 
many of us residents take for 
granted and what those who 
leave Ottawa realize quickly: 
Ottawa has some of the best 
tap water in the world. 

Building permits up
Meanwhile, new statis-

tics show that our economy 
is continuing to grow and we 
see new opportunities for job 
creation in the skilled trades 
sector. 

Many think of Ottawa as 
entirely a government town 
but at a time when the fed-
eral government is shrinking 
its workforce, Ottawa’s pop-
ulation is growing and our 
economy is diversifying. 

This growth means more 
demand for both residential 
and commercial buildings 
across our city. 

In 2013 that demand 
pushed our housing and con-
struction project activity to 
have 20 percent more con-
struction applications than 

they did in 2012. 
In real terms, 2013 saw 

the City of Ottawa receive 
$2.4 billion worth of con-
struction applications versus 
$2 billion in 2012. 

These figures show that 
Ottawa’s economy is moving 
along at a strong pace and 
that Ottawa is transforming 
itself for the better. 

At City Hall we recog-
nize that growth at this level 
brings challenges to our 
city’s infrastructure and our 
ability to deliver services to 
all residents across Ottawa. 

But these are challenges 
that we work hard every day 
to meet. 

I am proud that we have 
built recreation centres in 
some of the city’s fastest 
growing neighbourhoods and 
extended our road, water and 
sewer networks so that every 
resident of Ottawa can enjoy 
all that our city has to offer 
(including great tap water) 
wherever they may live. 

CCCA SENIORS COMMITTEE

Working to create neighbourliness
by Ruth McVeigh

I hope it is safe to say 
winter is finally over 
and spring is really 

here, drawing many of us 
back to our gardens. 

When I first moved back 
to Ottawa about five years 
ago, I thought I’d hate gar-
dening on a corner lot, but 
I’ve found it to be great fun. 
People stop to ask me what 
I’m doing—and why—and 
to give me advice.

Chatting with garden-
ers is a great antidote to the 
loneliness many seniors feel 
when the weather prevents 
social interaction. 

It is often assumed that 
those who live in cities with 
lots of people around would 
not be lonely, but this is far 
from true.

If there are any mobility 
issues, just getting out for a 
walk in winter is a real chore. 
Pushing a walker through 
snow is often impossible, 
even with grippers on one’s 
boots. The sidewalks in Cen-
tretown are uneven in places, 
creating another hazard. 

This particular “endless” 
winter felt like a jail sentence 
to many seniors I’ve talked 
with.

Last year, the Centretown 
Citizens Community Asso-
ciation (CCCA) and Ecol-
ogy Ottawa joined together 
to conduct two walkability 
audits (one in and around El-
gin and one along Bank St.). 
They looked at issues such as 

safety, comfort, and friendli-
ness of the streets, sidewalks 
and intersections. 

The CCCA and Ecology 
Ottawa will hold a walkabil-
ity audit of West Centretown 
—the area between Dundon-
ald Park and Bronson from 
Lisgar south to Catherine—
after Victoria Day. 

Another interesting proj-
ect happening in the Cen-
tretown area is called “Com-
munity Support through 
Neighbours Helping Neigh-
bours Program” (NHN). It 
was launched by the Victo-
rian Order of Nurses to train 
leaders to support neigh-
bours, such as frail seniors, 
who may need some help or 
companionship. 

The goal is to provide 
members with the knowl-
edge, skills and confidence 
to approach and assist oth-
ers in need. NHN will build 
community connections by 
tapping into the resources of 
individuals and families who 
may not volunteer through 
formal programs but who are 
concerned about their neigh-
bours’ welfare and want to 
help those in need. 

The VON representative 
in Ottawa offers free NHN 
training sessions, in French 
and English, through 2014 
and into March 2015. You 
can find out more about these 
training sessions from Céline 
Romanin, project manager 
for VON Ottawa’s “Mobi-
lizing Caregiver Support 
through Neighbours Helping 

Neighbours” project, either 
by calling her at 819-459-
1647 (or cell phone: 819-
351-3382) or by email: ce-
line.romanin@live.ca.

Dundonald Park is being 
used by an increasing num-
ber of parents and children 
now that the playground is 
free of snow! Last fall, I saw 
a unique game being played 
by a few residents of Scanda-
navian descent and it would 
be interesting to see more of 
that kind of thing. 

The group called Friends 
of Dundonald Park has been 
doing excellent work looking 
after the park since 2004.  If 
there are any plans for mark-
ing their decade of this work, 
please let us all know.  

There is also Meals on 
Wheels, a valuable service. 
I believe people who deliver 
the meals also keep track 
of seniors and how they are 
faring. I’d like to know how 
this is doing in Centretown. 
Meals on Wheels is run out 
of the Good Companions at 
670 Albert Street off Scott so 
call them to volunteer: 613- 
236-0428.

If you know of other 
organizations or services 
that exist for the purpose of 
strengthening neighbourli-
ness in Centretown, please 
let me know: RMmistree@
gmail.com.

by members of the Cam-
bridge School Green Club

Cambridge’s Green 
Team has been 
working hard in 

promoting an eco-savy 
school environment. 

Eight students made a 
presentation to staff about 
efficient recycling and 
composting in order to re-
duce garbage contamination 
around the school. 

On Friday, April 24th, 
Cambridge students, staff 
and families participated in 
the City of Ottawa’s Annual 
Spring-Clean-Up. 

School spirit was alive 
while the community ener-
getically picked up litter and 
other materials around the 
school and beautified Cam-
bridge’s yard. 

A big thank you to the 
Cambridge Community for 
helping! The Green Team 
has many activities planned 
for the rest of the year: stay 
tuned!

 To coincide with Earth 
Day, the Tropical Conser-
vancy of Ottawa gave a 
presentation to Cambridge 
students about biodiversities 
in and around Ottawa. This 
is the second time they have 

visited Cambridge and we 
were thrilled to have them 
back.  

Dr. Henri Goulet spoke 
about the special sand dune 
in Ottawa that provides a 
habitat for insects that only 
exist here. He informed stu-
dents about a special conser-
vation initiative to protect 
this unique habitat. 

Andrew Mott presented 
snakes and amphibians that 
students were able to touch 
and hold and learn important 
details about how to protect 
their habitats.  

Cambridge Street Community 
Public School celebrates the 
environment!

Members of the Cambridge Street Community Public School Green Club clean up 
their schoolyard for spring. 

rUth Stewart-verger / the BUZZ

Proud members of the Cambridge Street Community Public School Green Club.

rUth Stewart-verger / the BUZZ
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Centretown Citizens Community 
Association May Report

by CCCA interim president 
Lauren Rock

Your community 
association is en-
gaged this month 

with planning policy is-
sues, cleaning Minto Park, 
and the annual Minto Park 
Sale. 

Read on for the details, 
and feel free to contact us 
about anything mentioned 
in this column using the rel-
evant contact info through-
out.

Small Moments policy 
under consideration 
amidst CDP appeal

City Council approved 
the Centretown Centretown 
Design Plan (CDP) and an 
Official Plan Amendment in 
May 2013.  The council ap-
proval included a Tall Land-
mark Building Policy, which 
allowed buildings up to 27 
floors to be built in mid-Cen-
tretown if the development 
could meet several strict cri-
teria.  The criteria, in effect, 
would limit the placement of 
such landmarks to fewer than 
five available lots (due to cri-
teria such as the proposed 
site being required to border 
a street front on three sides, 
for example). 

A landmark develop-
ment would also be required 
to provide 40 percent of the 
lot as publicly owned green 
space, in addition to other 
obligations such as Section 
37 cash contributions.  

The council approval also 
included a directive to City 
planning staff to undertake 
a study of a Small Moments 
policy, which had been pro-
posed as an alternative to 
the Tall Landmark Policy.  It 
is unclear what the criteria 
would be to limit the place-
ment of Small Moments, 
and also unclear whether 
other obligations would be 
imposed, such as Section 37 
contributions, in addition to 
the Small Moment provided 
(likely 25 percent of the site 
as green space).  

While the two policies 
are very different approach-
es, both involve exchanging 
additional density/heights 
(which the development 
industry wants) for badly 
needed additional green-

space and/or other amenities 
for Centretown. 

Both Tall Landmark 
Buildings and Small Mo-
ments were rejected by the 
CCCA based on feedback 
received from Centretown-
ers at a well-advertised and 
well-attended public consul-
tation meeting, sponsored by 
the CCCA and held on April 
23, 2013.

This timing and the short 
deadlines established for the 
Small Moments study, or-
dered by Council last May, 
are related to an OMB ap-
peal of the council approval, 
including the Official Plan 
Amendment and Centretown 
CDP. 

In that proceeding there 
are seven appellants, includ-
ing the CCCA, the Cen-
tretown Citizens Ottawa 
Corporation and several 
developers and individuals.  
The Small Moments policy is 
a key issue in the appeal and 
the plan is to have a policy 
reviewed by City Planning 
Committee and considered 
by City Council by the end of 
June.  Meanwhile, the appeal 
will be heard by the OMB in 
September.

City staff commenced 
the required Small Moments 
study by hiring consultants 
and have held one stakehold-
ers meeting to get prelimi-
nary feedback. The CCCA 
was invited to that meeting.  
The study is on a very tight 
time line (to be completed by 
the end of June). 

There will be a public 
consultation late in the pro-
cess, likely in June.  CCCA 
will be trying to get the City 
to have it sooner.  

At the moment, the City 
has confined the study to the 
mid-Centretown area (rough-
ly between Kent and Elgin 
and Lisgar and Argyle) but 
may expand the boundaries. 

If you are interested in 
this study, please contact 
the CCCA (Judy.Forrest@
rogers.com) and/or the city 
planner responsible for the 
study (cheryl.brouillard@ot-
tawa.ca).

Minto Park community 
cleanup

Join fellow CCCA mem-
bers on Sunday, May 11, as 
we get together to clean up a 

part of our neighbourhood.
We’ll be cleaning Minto 

Park (at the corner of Gilmour 
St. and Elgin St. ) from 10:00 
am to 1:00 pm. 

This is a great chance to 
help make one of our neigh-
bourhood’s beloved parks 
shine just as the weather 
starts to turn nice!

All cleaning supplies 
(including gloves and trash 
bags) will be provided, so 
just bring comfortable work 
clothes, a water bottle and 
your enthusiasm. 

For more information and 
to volunteer, please email 
treesandgreenspace@gmail.
com.

Minto Park Sale and BBQ!

Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, June 14, for the an-
nual Minto Park Sale, which 
is the CCCA’s biggest annual 
fundraiser! We’ll need your 
help with our many activi-
ties: a plant sale (8:00 am - 
2:00 pm) with proceeds go-
ing to the CCCA’s Tree Fund; 
an electronics waste drop-off 
(8:00 am - 1:00 pm) with 
RecycleYourElectronics.ca, 
which lets you get rid of un-
wanted or broken electronics 
while raising funds for your 
community association; and 
a BBQ (10:00 am - 1:00 pm) 
selling hot dogs, veggie dogs 
and drinks to raise funds for 
the CCCA and the year’s se-
lected charity.

We’ll need help at these 
events, and beforehand to 
help promote the event. 

Please email trees-
andgreenspace@gmail.com 
if you can help out!

Infill zoning bylaw

On May 14, City Council 
will be considering propos-
als from the City Planning 
Committee to amend parts 
of the infill zoning bylaw 
which controls low-rise de-
velopment  in mature neigh-
bourhoods, including Cen-
tretown. 

These proposals deal 
with the character of front 
yard landscaping, parking, 
and the main entrance to the 
house. The objective is “to 
assist in maintaining and 
strengthening the established 
and recognized character of 
these neighbourhoods”. 

A key feature of the new 
approach is a Streetscape 
Character Analysis (SCA) 
which will be completed 
whenever a rezoning, site 
plan control approval, sev-
erance, minor variance or 
building permit is required.   

An SCA may also be re-
quired when a substantive 
change to the use of the front 
yard is proposed, including 
installing a new driveway. 
The bylaw also does not re-
quire parking to be provided 
for new development unless 
the buildings proposed in-
clude more than 12 dwelling 
units.  

The CCCA is generally 
supportive of the City’s ob-
jectives, and agrees that the 
SCAs and other proposed 
amendments to the bylaw 
are going in the right direc-
tion in terms of maintaining 
and strengthening the best 
aspects of the character of 
Centretown streetscapes.   

However, we are con-
cerned that the new approach 
—both the SCA and the re-
duced parking requirements 
—will, over time, gradually 
reduce on-site parking in fa-
vour of on-street parking, 
with permits currently cost-
ing $650 per year. 

The CCCA has requested 
several times that the City 
undertake parking studies to 
determine whether current 
and planned parking will 
be adequate to serve Cen-
tretown residents’ needs. The 
Official Plan Amendment 
for Centretown, approved in 
May 2013, calls on the City 
to conduct such studies. 

The City has been recep-
tive to community propos-
als for changes and in many 
ways the consultation pro-
cess leading to the infill by-
law recommendations has 
been exemplary. There will 
be a two-year testing and 
monitoring period for the 
new bylaw and we look for-
ward to participating in the 
consultations that have been 
promised. 

The proposals going to 
City Council on May 14 
deal with the character of 
the streetscape related to the 
front of the house. 

Consultations which will 
deal with heights, massing, 
and side and rear yards are 
scheduled to take place in 
the fall.  

More information will be 
posted on the CCCA web-
site by the time you receive 
your May BUZZ. If you are 
concerned about these issues 
or want more information, 
please contact the CCCA. 

Next Board Meeting

Tuesday May 20, at 7:00 
pm, in the Honeywell Room 
at City Hall.

The Buzz, 
briefly

Great Glebe GREEN Garage Sale returns

Now in its seventh year, the Great Glebe 
GREEN Garage Sale has become one of Ecol-
ogy Ottawa’s flagship annual events. What started 
as a humble fundraiser in 2008 has grown into a 
massive event that—in addition to the garage sale 
itself—now features a vegetarian BBQ (join us 
for lunch), a bake sale (including hot coffee at the 
crack of dawn), and live musical performances.

Ecology Ottawa welcomes donations to the 
GREEN Garage Sale. Your items will find a new 
loving home, help Ecology Ottawa and The Ot-
tawa Food Bank, and any leftover items will be 
donated to worthy local charitable organizations. 
Plus, you’ll keep things out of the landfill.

If you have unwanted items that could find 
a new lease on life with a new owner, you can 
contact Ecology Ottawa at http://ecologyottawa.
ca/2014/04/30/spring-cleaning-for-a-good-cause/. 

The Great Glebe GREEN Garage Sale will be 
taking place on May 24, concurrent with the Great 
Glebe Garage Sale. 

CENTRETOWN CITIZENS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Your neighbourhood
QUALITY HOME RENOVATION

and restoration specialists

John Wenuk
(Owner),  

Sandy Hill Construction

RENOVATOR OF THE  
YEAR 2013

For a comprehensive overview,  
please visit our web site:  

www.sandyhill.ca  
or contact John at  

(613)832-1717
SERVING CENTRETOWN  

FOR OVER 20 YEARS



10 CENTRETOWNBUZZ.COM MAY 9, 2014

OCDSB TRUSTEE REPORT

School board news
by Jennifer McKenzie
OCDSB Trustee for Kitchis-
sippi and Somerset Wards

Capital plan decision-
making process 

consultation
Every year, the school 

board grapples with the dif-
ficult task of determining 
which capital projects (new 
schools in high growth ar-
eas, renovation or rebuilding 
of existing schools in more 
established neighbourhoods, 
etc.) will receive priority in 
a list that we submit to the 
provincial government. 

With limited provincial 
funds available, there are 
always school communities 
that have needs that can’t be 
addressed in a given year, 
or may only be partially ad-
dressed through other fund-
ing avenues. Sometimes 
confusion or misunderstand-
ing can arise within school 
communities as to why some 
capital projects have been 
given priority over others. 

In May 2012, after a 
challenging round of  capital 
planning discussions, I intro-
duced a motion, approved by 
the board, requesting staff 
to develop new criteria that 
would assist trustees in deter-
mining which proposed capi-
tal projects should receive 
priority. The goal of this 
work is to increase the trans-
parency of the board’s capi-
tal projects approval process 
and to formalize each step in 
the process to increase confi-
dence in decision-making.

Work on the develop-
ment of a new capital plan 
decision-making process be-
gan in early 2013, and a 
number of reports have been 
brought before the board for 
discussion.

Staff recently provided 
trustees with an update out-
lining the key components 
of the proposed Capital Plan 
Decision-Making Framework, 
and received board approval 
to present it to the commu-
nity for consultation and 
feedback.

Consultation will in-
clude meetings with selected 
stakeholder groups, a general 
public meeting, and the post-
ing of the draft Capital Plan 
Decision-Making Frame-
work and related reports on 
the OCDSB website, with 
electronic links provided to 
receive feedback. Communi-
ty input received through the 
consultation process will be 
used to develop a draft pol-
icy to govern the new capi-
tal planning process. Once it 
has been drawn up, the draft 
policy will also be subject to 
public consultation.  Details 
will be posted to ocdsb.ca in 
the near future.

Funding play structures 
and naturalized play 

spaces
Last month, in these pag-

es, I mentioned an excellent 
report that staff had prepared 
on outdoor play spaces. 
Trustees recognized that ap-
propriate and stimulating 
outdoor play spaces not only 
benefit our students by en-
couraging physical activity 
and providing learning op-
portunities, but also provide 
the broader community with 
recreational space.

As the board looks at 
the possibility of improv-
ing funding for outdoor play 
structures and/or naturalized 
play spaces as part of  the an-
nual budget process, we be-
lieve that the tradition of the 
board, the City, and school 
communities sharing the 
costs of developing outdoor 
play areas should continue.

We also must acknowl-
edge, however, that the cost 
of play structures and natural-
ized play areas has increased 
significantly in recent years, 
due in part to the more rig-
orous requirements set by 
the Canadian Standards As-
sociation (CSA) and the Ac-
cessibility for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act (AODA).  
As a result, some school 
communities face substan-
tial challenges in raising the 
funds necessary to be able to 

participate in a cost-shared 
outdoor play area project. 

In light of this fact, and 
in an effort to ensure equity 
across the district, trustees 
requested that staff look into  
a new shared funding model 
that would take into account 
the current higher cost of 
play structures and natural-
ized play areas, and also 
provide a process for deter-
mining which school com-
munities would be eligible 
to apply for additional board 
funds based on their differ-
entiated needs.

The staff report on a pos-
sible new funding mechanism 
for play structures and natu-
ralized play spaces is on the 
agenda for the May 6 Com-
mittee of the Whole meeting 
and will also be discussed at 
Budget Committee.

Summer school 
registration begins May 1

Each July, the OCDSB 
offers numerous summer ed-
ucational programs. Detailed 
information on Summer 
School for secondary stu-
dents, including Reach Ahead 
and Make-Up credit courses, 
Online Learning options, and 
Cooperative Education and 
Ottawa Youth Apprenticeship 
Program credit opportunities, 
is now available through a 
link (under OCDSB News) 
on the board’s home page.

Summer  learning  pro-
grams in language arts and 
math are also available for 
Grade 7 and 8 students, in-
cluding English language 
learners. 

Information on these pro-
grams, including opportuni-
ties for Reach-Ahead cred-
its for Grade 8 students, is 
available on the same Sum-
mer School 2014 link.

Deadlines are different 
for each program and, as we 
all know, they can quickly 
sneak up on you, so if you 
know a student interested in 
summer learning make sure 
they look into it soon!  

PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS

Education investments in our community

by Yasir Naqvi, MPP

Education is very 
important. It is the 
foundation our kids 

need to succeed. The Gov-
ernment of Ontario contin-
ues to invest in our future, 
providing communities with 
the tools and resources 
they require to fulfill their 
shared responsibility to our 
kids. With full-day kinder-
garten, the 30% off tuition 
grant, and our new Youth 
Jobs Strategy, we are help-
ing our kids from their first 
day of school to their first 
day on the job.

Since 2003, the Ontario 
government has invested 
$12 billion to make schools 
better places to learn. This 
is because our government 
believes that when students 
are in good educational en-
vironments, they can focus 
on learning and personal 
achievement. 

This year, Ontario has ap-
proved seven new school and 
renovation projects in the Ot-
tawa area to provide students 
with modern and improved 
places to learn. 

The four school boards 
in Ottawa are receiving al-
most $60 million this year, 
and have received nearly 
$890 million in capital fund-
ing since 2003. Among the 
beneficiaries of this fund-
ing are Broadview Public 
School and Mutchmor Pub-
lic School, both of which are 
located in our community of 
Ottawa Centre. 

Broadview Public School 
was built in 1926 in West-
boro, and desperately needed 
to be rebuilt. Last month I 
was very excited to join the 

Minister of Education to an-
nounce that our government 
will be providing $14 million 
in capital funding to rebuild 
Broadview. 

This is great news for 
our kids and the community. 
My gratitude goes to the par-
ents, students, teachers and 
the entire Broadview school 
community for their tireless 
advocacy to ensure that our 
kids got the school they de-
serve. 

Similarly, last year 
Mutchmor Public School 
received $4.6 million to 
support the construction of 
a new, permanent addition.  
These funds will be of enor-
mous benefits to Mutchmor 
families and will help to al-
leviate some of the capacity 
challenges the Glebe com-
munity has been facing in 
recent years. 

Mutchmor’s success sto-
ry is yet another example of 
the entire community com-
ing together to help build a 
better Ottawa Centre for our 
children. 

In addition to investing 
in improved learning spaces, 
our government is also in-
vesting in programming. On-
tario provides operating grant 
which allocate annual fund-
ing to school boards to sup-
port educational programs 
and services, staffing and 
the maintenance of school 
facilities. I am very happy to 
report that both Ottawa-Car-
leton District School Board 
and Ottawa Catholic School 
Board are receiving an in-
crease of over three percent 
compared to last year’s fund-
ing, totalling an increase of 
over 55 percent since 2003. 

Moreover, this fall marked 

the fourth year of full-day 
kindergarten, and the re-
sponse from parents, stu-
dents and educators has been 
incredible. While we have 
always believed in the dif-
ference full-day kindergar-
ten could make in the lives 
of students, I am delighted 
to report on the results of a 
recent study that confirms 
what we always believed to 
be true — that full-day kin-
dergarten works. 

This study, conducted by 
Queens and McMaster Uni-
versities, compared children 
with two years of full-day 
kindergarten instruction with 
children with no full-day 
kindergarten. It demonstrat-
ed that full-day kindergarten 
reduces risks in social com-
petence development from 
10.5% to 5.2%; reduces risks 
in language and cognitive 
development from 16.4% to 
4.3%; and reduces risks in 
communication skills and 
general knowledge develop-
ment from 10.5% to 5.6%.

Giving the province’s 
youngest learners the tools 
they need to succeed in 
Grade 1 and beyond is part 
of the Ontario government’s 
plan to prepare students for 
a productive and successful 
future and build a fair and 
prosperous society.

For more information 
please visit www.ontario.ca/
education or www.yasirnaq-
vimpp.com.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at my 
Community Office at ynaqvi.
mpp.co@liberal.ola.org or 
613-722-6414 if you have 
any questions or concerns. 

I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Caped crusaders, action heroes and avengers descended on the Comic Book 
Shoppe on Bank Street for Free Comic Book Day on May 3: among them members 
of The League of Super Heroes Jody Haucke, Richard Wong, and Sabrina Nicoletti. 
The League of Super Heroes is a group of fans who combine their love of cos-
tumes with charity work in the community.

Kathryn hUnt / the BUZZ
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The Buzz Calendar of Events
The Ottawa Bach Choir 

(OBC) presents its final 
subscription concert of the 
season, Prélude-Europe 
2014, on Saturday, May 10, 
at 8:00 pm, at St. Matthew’s 
Church, 130 Glebe Ave. This 
performance will include 
beautiful works the choir 
will take on its fourth Euro-
pean tour to Venice, Leipzig, 
Lübeck, Groningen and Am-
sterdam. Selections include 
works by Bach, Gabrieli, 
Hassler, Palestrina, Schütz, 
Sweelinck, and more.

***

Fair Trade Ottawa Équi-
table (FTOÉ) is celebrat-
ing World Fair Trade Day 
by hosting its third annual 
fundraiser at the Bridgehead 
Roastery, which will be of-
fering guests a behind-the-
scenes tour of the coffee 
roasting process.

Oxfam Canada CEO Rob-
ert Fox will be speaking 
at the event, alongside Jen 
Hunter, a community mobi-
lization expert. The fundrais-
ing event will also feature a 
photo booth, silent auction 
and local folk band The Crys-
tal Coasts. 

The Fair Trade Soiree 
Équitable takes place Satur-
day, May 10, at the Bridge-

head Roastery on 130 Ander-
son St., from 7:00 to 10:00 
pm.  For more details: soiree.
fairtradeottawaequitable.ca/. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
ftoe.eventbrite.ca/.

***

Join the Cantata Singers 
of Ottawa on Sunday, May 
11, at 3:00 pm at St. Jo-
seph’s Church, for Canadian 
Connections III. For this 
final concert of our 50th an-
niversary season, the Can-
tata Singers will be joined 
by Pro Coro Canada, one of 
Canada’s premier profes-
sional choirs, to perform a 
selection of works linked 
by the theme “pathways.” 
This will be Michael zaugg’s 
farewell performance with 
the Cantata Singers after nine 
memorable years. To mark 
the end of this path and the 
beginning of his exciting 
new musical journey with 
Pro Coro Canada, the two 
choirs will perform Joby Tal-
bot’s Path of Miracles, a re-
markable work that follows a 
group of pilgrims on the road 
to Santiago de Compostela. 
The concert will also fea-
ture music by Rachmaninoff, 
Mendelssohn and Whitacre.

***

The Arrangement, the 
Marriage, and Me: featur-
ing Kalyani Pandya. May 15, 
7:30 pm, at the NAC Fourth 
Stage.

Anila is beginning life as 
a married woman in Delhi. 
Kamal is coming out as gay 
in Winnipeg. Dealing with 
community pressures, fam-
ily demands and intimate 
desires, these two women 
discover that, though they 
may be worlds apart, their 
lives are connected in a way 
neither of them can possibly 
imagine. Even with a back-
drop of living room sofas, 
kitchen tables, and the exqui-
site pangs of first love, this 
drama unfolds as boldly as 
any that has come out of Bol-
lywood.

Tickets $20, Live Rush 
and subscription prices avail-
able. Purchase at the NAC 
Box Office or online at www.
ticketmaster.ca.

***

(un)told is a monthly Ot-
tawa event featuring origi-
nal stories told live. Candid 
and heartfelt, whimsical and 
extraordinary, the (un)told 
open mic features original 
five-minute stories told in 
an intimate setting without 

notes, sets, or props. Each 
show starts with a theme. 
Tellers explore the theme, 
often in unexpected ways. 
It’s something akin to get-
ting together with our most 
enigmatic and introspective 
friends to give those dispa-
rate episodes in our heads a 
place to connect through the 
spoken word. May 26, 8:00 
pm: sign-up at 7:30. The Dai-
ly Grind, 601 Somerset St. 
W. Theme: Third Base. Pay 
what you can.

***

On the Brink: CAN-
CON Celebrates New SF 
Writers. May 29, Clock-
tower Brew Pub (418 Rich-
mond Rd.), 7:00 pm. Join us 
in hearing some of the new-
est published Ottawa voices 
in science fiction, fantasy and 
horror. These three authors 
will make you laugh, cry and 
possibly scare you a bit. Or 
a lot. Our three talented fea-
tured writers will be Geoff 
Gander, Mary Pletsch and 
Jason Sharp. 

Our Keynote Reader that 
night will be Ottawa writer 
Matt Moore. If you’ve never 
heard his disturbing, touching 
and mesmerizing works, then 
don’t miss out. The event will 
be hosted by Ottawa writer 

and storyteller, Marie Bilo-
deau. (Some paper airplanes 
may be thrown.)

***

Capital Vélo Fest, Otta-
wa’s annual bicycle festival, 
will be on Saturday, May 31. 
Ottawa City Hall’s plaza will 
be packed with all things cy-
cling, including the Bicycle 
Rodeo and the magical Tour 
La Nuit ride in the evening.

Capital Vélo Fest is a Pay-
What-You-Can event to en-
courage riders of all means to 
join in the fun. All proceeds 
from the event will go to Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters of 
Ottawa. Participants who 
register in advance online 
will receive a ticket admit-
ting them to the Gear zone 
at the festival where they can 
light up their bikes for the 
night ride.

Visit www.capitalvelofest.
ca for more information, to 
register for the ride and make 
a donation to Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Ottawa.

***

Come with your family 
and friends to Beechwood’s 
Annual Historical Walking 
Tour on Sunday, June 8, at 
2:00 pm. To commemorate 

the 100th anniversary of its 
outbreak, the theme for this 
year’s tour is the First World 
War. The tour includes five 
stops at the gravesites of men 
and women who fought in 
the trenches in Europe, cared 
for the injured or guided the 
country through the difficult 
war years, including war-time 
Prime Minister Sir Robert 
Borden, nurse Minnie Gal-
lagher and Lt. Alexis Helmer, 
whose death inspired John 
McCrae’s famous poem, “In 
Flanders Fields.” Costumed 
actors will bring these his-
torical figures to life.

For more information, con-
tact Nicole at 613-741-9530 
ext 121, or email nbedard@
beechwoodcemetery.com

Refreshments will be served 
after the tour. Enter by Beech-
wood Avenue entrance. Tour 
and parking are free.

***

Advertise your community 
event for free in The BUzz. 
Send your information to 
ads@centretownbuzz.com. 
Ads are subject to editing for 
style and space. First come, 
first served. For paid adver-
tising rates, please contact 
ads@centretownbuzz.com or 
visit www.centretownbuzz.
com/advertising.

CENTRETOWN CITIZENS OTTAWA CORPORATION

LOOKING FOR A GOOD HOME?
www.ccochousing.org     613.234.4065

BUY BOOKS AT LOW PRICES. 
DONATE BOOKS.

Visit us at the Friends' bookstore, room 124, 
in the basement of the public library, 120 Metcalfe 

Mon.-Fri.11:00-4:30  
Sat. 2:00-4:00

www.OttawaPublicLibraryFriends.ca
www.BibliothequePubliquedOttawaAmis.ca

Minister: Rev. Ernie Cox

Yasir Naqvi, MPP
Ottawa Centre

Here to help you!
Community Office
109 Catherine Street 
Ottawa ON K2P 0P4
T: 613-722-6414 | F: 613-722-6703 
ynaqvi.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
www.yasirnaqvimpp.ca
fb facebook.com/yasirnaqvimpp | tw @yasir_naqvi
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Open to the public daily. Serving all cultural, ethnic and faith groups. 
Brochures for a self-guided tour are available at reception. 

Owned by �e Beechwood Cemetery Foundation and operated by  
�e Beechwood Cemetery Company

You know best of all. Advance planning is a caring gift that will give comfort to your loved 
ones. And for you, locking in today’s prices provides peace of mind. Beechwood offers 
a broad choice of traditional and alternative styles of funeral, cemetery and cremation 
services, all in one beautiful location. You can choose all of our services or only those that 
you want. Our customized, flexible plans can be tailored to your budget. Meet with our 
Certified Pre-Planning Specialists to create the plan that’s right for you. 

BEECHWOOD OPERATES AS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION,  
unique within the Ottawa community. In choosing Beechwood, you can take comfort in 
knowing that all funds are used for the maintenance, enhancement and preservation of this 
National Historic Site. That’s a beautiful thing to be a part of and comforting to many.

FIND COMFORT IN THE BEAUTY OF BEECHWOOD.  
In addition to being a place for quiet reflection, explore the beauty of our gardens, our 
architecturally acclaimed Sacred Space, and our naturally lit visitation and reception rooms. 
As well, please join us for the many special events that take place throughout the year.

What’s right for you?

For no-obligation inquiries
613-741-9530 

www.beechwoodottawa.ca
280 Beechwood Ave., Ottawa

made easy. 
Just part of the B eauty of

BEECHWOOD

LANNING P

Life Celebrations            Memorials            Catered Receptions            Funerals            Cremations            Burials

by Wendy Moore and 
Michelle Beauregard

So . . . looking for 
some fun activities 
for the kids (and 

adults too!) this summer?  
The Ottawa Folklore 

Centre’s summer program-
ming includes a wide variety 
of summer camps for chil-
dren and teens (half days), 
and adult programs too, 
throughout July and August, 
featuring our very own Cen-
tretown teachers as well as 
talented teachers from all 
across Ottawa. 

Three of the Ottawa Folk-
lore Centre’s expert music 
teachers from Centretown—
Joel Jacques (ukulele), Lisa  
Goodnough (voice/glee club) 
and Michael Grewal (funk/
R&B/hiphop)—are all part 
of the Ottawa Folklore Cen-
tre’s exciting new summer 
music programming.

The popularity of the 
ukulele has exploded, and 
Joel Jacques will be teaching 
a camp on Uke for Beginners 
(aged 7-10).  

A multi-instrumentalist, 
Joel Jacques is an avid uku-
lele enthusiast. Joel has al-
ways been attracted to the 
“make music now” aspect of 
the ukulele. His not-so-guilty 
fascination with the instru-
ment began over a decade 

ago when he began buying, 
gifting, and teaching ukulele 
to friends and family. 

Joel’s adult ukulele 
classes at the Ottawa Folk-
lore Centre have been full to 
overflowing and he’s excited 
about expanding this sum-
mer to include the younger 
generations.  

Vocal instructor Lisa 
Goodnough is teaming up 
with actress Alisha Davidson 
in the first ever OFC Glee 
Club for ages 9-16. These 
ladies will combine singing 
favourite pop songs and fun 
choreography, helping young 
people act out their dreams 
of being singers/rock stars/ 
movie stars!  

Lisa Goodnough holds a 
Bachelor of Music Honors 
degree from Carleton Uni-
versity. This bubbly musi-
cian has been studying and 
performing vocally for near-
ly 15 years. Lisa’s knowl-
edge ranges from classical 
to popular. Being classically 
trained, she likes to empha-
size the importance of fun-
damentals to all her students: 
learning these fundamentals 
will allow them to grow into 
well-rounded musicians with 
an air of confidence that is 
undeniable. 

Michael Grewal of Otta-
wa funk/soul band The Split 
will be teaching the founda-

tions of funk/R&B/hiphop 
music to students aged 12-
17.

Michael is a classically 
trained pianist who also 
shares an interest in rock, 
pop, blues and jazz genres. 
He began formal piano and 
music theory lessons with 
the Royal Conservatory of 
Music in Toronto at the age 
of 11 and, during this time, 
he joined concert and jazz 
bands within the school. One 
of his specialties is teaching 
students how to comp along 
with pop tunes and working 
with chord forms and theory.

The brothers Grewal, Mi-
chael and Dan, are in many 

Ottawa bands and are two of 
the most sought-after musi-
cal brothers in Ottawa. Mi-
chael is eager to share his 
love of music with youth this 
summer.

Come and experience the 
above programs, plus others 
such as Rock Camp, Jazz 
Band, African Percussion, 
Songwriting, Fiddle Camp, 
Recording, and more!

The Ottawa Folklore 
Centre at Bank and Sunny-
side has been a fixture in the 
Ottawa music community 
for 37 years.  Visit their web-
site (www.ottawafolklore.
com) or call 613-730-2887 
for more information.

Summer music programs with Centretown teachers extraordinaire


